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CAPTION: "DISCOVER THE TREASURES OF ACB" was the theme of the 2010 conference and convention, held in Phoenix, Ariz. July 9-17.  At the auction preview, ACB members were able to see and touch the various handmade treasures and gift items that would be up for bids later.  Pictured above: A convention volunteer and Josette Kernaghan walk along the tables, checking out a box of Zatarain's foodstuff, a brown-and-white-striped tote bag full of beach items, a gift basket of food, a handmade pottery piece, and a patriotic afghan (handmade by an ACB member).  On each item were descriptions in large print and braille.  Many other treasures awaited convention-goers, too, from tours to the Heard Museum and the Grand Canyon, to fascinating international speakers and a talk from a beloved talking book narrator. To discover more of ACB's treasures, take a look inside!
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From the President and Executive Director
Dear Friends, Members and Supporters of the American Council of the Blind:

We are pleased to present this year's annual report of the American Council of the Blind.  By reading this report, you, too, will "Discover the Treasures" of our organization and learn first-hand our accomplishments for the year, of which there were many!  From assisting the thousands of people who call our national information hotline — both people who are blind and people who are sighted, to the positive influence our staff and membership have had on legislation pertinent to enhancing independence and quality of life for people with vision loss, to our Audio Description Project which allows for a higher level of access and experience in the area of visual arts, the work of the American Council of the Blind has had a significant and positive impact on the lives of all Americans who are blind or visually impaired.

We are happy to report that 2010 was a banner year for us in the area of legislative advocacy.  Two bills that were initiated by ACB were passed by Congress and signed into law by the president. This was a major accomplishment for people who are blind. They are the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA), and the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2010.  You will hear more about them in the advocacy and legislative affairs section of this report.
Also this year, we have been actively involved on the international level as a member of the World Blind Union.  Our energies have been focused on advocating for the free exchange of books in accessible formats through our participation in the World Intellectual Property Organization.  We have attended meetings in Geneva, Switzerland to advocate for support of a treaty which would guarantee open access to copyrighted material across international borders.  Less than 10 percent of the books published today are available in a format that people who are blind can read.  That percentage is even smaller in developing countries.  We are working with other organizations of and for the blind worldwide to see that the international community takes meaningful action to address this book famine.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff, the many donors, members and volunteers who made this year's progress towards meeting our goals and objectives possible.  If we were to list every person, corporation, and organization which contributed to ACB, this report would be too costly to print!  In addition to financial contributions, we can report that more than 10,000 hours of volunteer time and effort were given by members and friends towards helping with advocacy efforts to improve the quality of life for people who are blind or visually impaired, as well as making our conference and convention the huge success that it was.

The challenges facing people with blindness and visual impairment fall within the categories of education, rehabilitation, employment, transportation, and information access.  Throughout this year, we have addressed many of these challenges extremely well, but there is still room for progress and a need for more effort and commitment in the future.  We thank you for the help you provided the American Council of the Blind throughout our 2010 fiscal year, and look forward to your assistance and participation in the years to come.

With warm regards,

Mitch Pomerantz
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CAPTION: ACB President Mitch Pomerantz addresses the convention.

About the American Council of the Blind

Established in 1961, the American Council of the Blind (ACB) is a national organization of people who are blind, visually impaired and sighted whose mission is to increase the independence, security, equality of opportunity, and improved quality of life for all blind and visually impaired people.  With 72 state and special-interest affiliates, its thousands of members have a long history of commitment to the advancement of policies and programs which will enhance independence for people who are blind and visually impaired. 


ACB's national office is based in Arlington, Va., and is supported by hundreds of volunteer-members from throughout the United States who donate their time and effort to assist the organization in meeting its goals.  ACB works through a variety of programs and services to enable blind people to live and work independently, to become active in their communities and to participate fully in the democratic process.  The Council has influenced positive change in areas such as:

 education

    employment 

 rehabilitation



 civil rights 

Social Security

 transportation

 pedestrian safety 
recreation


To strengthen its advocacy efforts, the Council often works in coalition with other national disability groups.


ACB has state affiliates in virtually every region in the United States and 20 special-interest affiliated organizations which focus on the unique concerns of various professions and special populations, for example, blind lawyers, teachers, parents, data processors, business owners, and users of guide dogs.  Like the national organization and state/regional affiliates, these special-interest organizations offer their own newsletters, become involved in specialized projects and host annual meetings for their membership.

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
ACB’s National Information Hotline


Since 1995 ACB's hotline has helped thousands of people who were looking for answers to questions about blindness, low vision and services that could help them.  For the newly blind person, the opportunity to talk with someone who is blind can make a significant difference in how quickly and how well that individual adjusts and accepts the vision loss.  For a family member, questions can be answered regarding services available and the potential for their family member to learn skills to regain independence. For a business owner, information regarding laws pertaining to accessibility can be provided to avoid issues related to discrimination. Whether the call is of a crisis nature or more purely informational, this hotline provides people with an opportunity to get answers to questions that are not readily available elsewhere.  This toll-free service received from 30 to 50 calls per day.


If you or someone you know needs information regarding services pertaining to blindness or low vision, call 1-800-424-8666.

ACB Scholarship Program


Many blind and visually impaired students have needs beyond those faced by fully sighted students, such as the need for reader services for textbooks not already recorded or transcribed into braille; specialized equipment such as talking computers or adaptive equipment for science courses; low vision aids, etc.  The expenses associated with meeting these needs added to tuition, board and other costs can make it extremely difficult or impossible for otherwise capable blind students to remain in school.


In 1982, ACB established a scholarship program to provide financial assistance to outstanding blind and visually impaired post-secondary students.  Since that time over $1 million in scholarship aid has been awarded to outstanding students.


In addition to ACB's own program, we administer many other scholarships and awards to assist students who have visual impairments, including National Industries for the Blind Grant M. Mack Memorial Scholarship, Alexandria, Va.; the Dr. S. Bradley Burson Memorial Science Scholarship funded by Ms. Phyllis Burson in memory of her late husband; the William G. Corey Memorial Scholarship for Pennsylvania residents funded by the Corey Trust; the John Hebner Memorial Scholarship funded by the family of the late John Hebner; the Arnold Sadler Memorial Scholarship funded by the Sadler Trust; the Eunice Fiorito Memorial Scholarship funded by a trust set up by James Fiorito; the Duane J. Buckley Memorial Scholarship funded by the Buckley family; and the Ross N. and Patricia Pangere Scholarships funded by the Ross N. and Patricia Pangere Foundation.


Affiliate-sponsored scholarships administered by ACB are: the Dr. Mae Davidow Memorial Scholarship funded by the Pennsylvania Council of the Blind; the Bay State Council of the Blind Scholarship for residents of Massachusetts; the Oregon Council of the Blind Scholarships for residents of Oregon; ACB of Colorado Scholarships for residents of Colorado; the Delbert K. Aman Memorial Scholarship for residents of South Dakota, funded by the South Dakota Association of the Blind; the Richard Bennet of Maine Memorial Scholarship for residents of Maine, funded by ACB of Maine; and the Alma Murphey Memorial Scholarship, funded by the Braille Revival League of Missouri.


2010 scholarship recipients were:

Floyd Qualls Memorial Scholarships


Sandy Sommers, Certification as a Physical Therapy Assistant, Stark State College, North Canton, Ohio


Carlos Vaeza, Bachelor of Science in Political Science, University of Maine, Orono, Maine


Brooke Jostad, Bachelor of Social Work, Baylor University, Waco, Tex.


David Black, Bachelor of Science, California State University, Long Beach, Calif.


Lisa Johnson, Bachelor of Science in Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn.

William G. Corey Memorial Scholarship


Rosemary Martin, Bachelor of Science, St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, Pa.
Kellie Cannon Memorial Scholarship

Casey Burkhardt, Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, Villanova University, Villanova, Pa.

Arnold Sadler Memorial Scholarship


Laura Glowacki, Bachelor of Social Work, Western Illinois University, Macomb, Ill.

Eunice Fiorito Memorial Scholarship


Reba Landry, Master of Social Work, University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C.
National Industries for the Blind

Grant M. Mack Memorial Scholarship


Carry Joanis, Master of Business Administration, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, N.Y.
Dr. S. Bradley Burson Memorial Science Scholarship


Mona Minkara, Bachelor of Science in Computational Chemistry, Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass.
John Hebner Memorial Scholarship


Michael Byington
Bay State Council of the Blind Scholarship


Katherine Moss, Bachelor of Arts in Education, Gordon College, Beverly, Mass.

James R. Olsen Memorial Scholarship


Marion Badie, Team Supervisor Certification, Savannah Technical College, Savannah, Ga.
Duane Buckley Memorial Scholarship


Sara Conrad, Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Ross N. and Patricia Pangere Scholarships

Benjamin Manning, Bachelor of Business Administration, Stephen M. Ross School of Business, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Sara Minkara, Bachelor of Business Administration, Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass.
CAPTION: The 2010-2011 scholarship winners paused for a moment after receiving their awards to take a group shot with the scholarship committee.  Top row, left to right: Lisa Johnson, Michael Garrett, Rebecca Bridges, Patty Slaby, Sandy Sommers, Sara Conrad, Reba Landry, Richard Rueda, Mike Gravitt, Don Koors, and Mitch Pomerantz.  Bottom row, left to right: Rose Martin, Michael Byington, Carry Joanis, Cathy Schmitt Whitaker, Marion Badie, Brooke Jostad, Laura Glowacki, Mona Minkara.  Not pictured: Sara Minkara, Katherine Moss.

"The Braille Forum"

The Braille Forum


"The Braille Forum," ACB's monthly national magazine, reached new circulation levels in 2010.  The magazine features organizational news on both the national and state levels, national legislative updates, reports from the president and executive director, human-interest stories, occasional poetry and book reviews, plus columns featuring new products and services, obituaries, and "for sale" and "wanted" high-tech items (and the occasional "free to good home" item).  It is available in braille, large print, four-track cassette, data CD, via e-mail and online.  The magazine is free of charge to individuals in the United States.  Since 1995, companies, schools, libraries, institutions and agencies, as well as overseas readers, have been asked to pay $25 per format per year.  However, e-mail and online versions are free to all readers; the online versions include Word, text, braille-ready, and digital audio (both MP3 and DAISY) formats.


Large print remains the most popular format, with more than 12,500 readers.  Four-track cassette comes in second, with just over 6,400 readers.  The e-mail version has seen an upsurge in numbers, to 2,825 readers.  Braille readers' numbers are slightly lower than last year, down to just over 2,000 readers.  And readers of the IBM-compatible CD are down slightly also, to just under 600 readers.  Many data CD readers have made the switch to e-mail as their computer skills have increased.


Most people experiencing vision loss still have some degree of sight.  Large print helps them to continue reading.  Those who have lost more sight, or who have diabetic neuropathy or other nerve damage, tend to prefer the cassettes.  Individuals who have been blind since birth comprise the majority of our braille readers.  Deaf-blind readers often choose braille, but some prefer the IBM-compatible CD.  Others prefer the e-mail version.  Our e-mail and online readers are a varied lot; many are high-school and college age through their 30s, computer-savvy, and have not learned braille.  Others are 40 and older, have had computer training, and want to keep up their skills.

CAPTION: TUNING UP: Members of the Friends-in-Art Chorus (clockwise from lower left: Janiece Kent, Lynn Hedl, Jeannette Gerrard, Laura Glowacki and Brooke Jostad) rehearse their parts using braille lyrics in preparation for the group's annual Showcase, held Tuesday night of convention week.

Advocacy and Governmental Affairs


The Advocacy and Governmental Affairs staff and membership of the American Council of the Blind advocate on a wide variety of issues for people who are blind and visually impaired.  In 2010, ACB's advocacy resulted in the passage of two landmark pieces of legislation that will provide greater levels of independence for individuals who are blind or visually impaired.  The Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA), which was signed into law by the President on October 8, 2010 during a signing ceremony at the White House with ACB leaders in attendance, was a momentous achievement.  This new law will significantly improve the accessibility features of wireless devices such as smart phones along with providing equal access to critical information in video programming such as emergency alerts on television. 


ACB's efforts are now focused on the issuance of final rules by the FCC to successfully implement the CVAA.


Another measure of the success of ACB's advocacy efforts is the passage of the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2010.  The new law will require the U.S. Department of Transportation to begin writing standards that would set requirements for an alert sound that allows blind and other pedestrians to reasonably detect a nearby electric or hybrid vehicle.  It also requires that those rules be finalized within three years. The Department of Transportation will be tasked with beginning the regulatory implementation of the new law in 2012.  


The Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act marks historic collaboration between the blind community, auto industry, and federal government.

ACB Reports


In 1985, the American Council of the Blind began distributing a monthly radio program to audio information service radio stations. These radio stations provide readings of newspapers, magazines, books, and other audio information to an audience of blind and print-impaired individuals throughout the country.


This half-hour radio program was christened “ACB Reports.” It is now carried by over 60 audio information service radio stations each month. In addition, it airs on ACB Radio Mainstream, and is distributed as part of the audio edition of "The Braille Forum."


Now produced for ACB by the Radio Reading Service of Mississippi Public Broadcasting, ACB Reports is a monthly combination of legislative news, interviews with interesting individuals, information about current fashion trends, new technology, and highlights of the ACB annual conference.
CAPTION: Mike Duke is the host of ACB Reports.  In this picture, he is emceeing the convention banquet in Phoenix.
The Washington Connection

Introduced January 5, 1982, the Washington Connection is the American Council of the Blind advocacy and governmental affairs department’s recorded legislative and information service. It is updated as vital information regarding blindness issues, pending legislation, regulations, and news is available. Updates also occasionally include hot news that cannot wait for publication in “The Braille Forum.” Callers can access this service toll-free (1-800-424-8666) in English and Spanish daily, except weekdays between the hours of 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern time, when it is answered live by ACB staff members. In addition, the Connection is updated regularly on ACB e-mail discussion lists and the ACB web site.
ACB Radio


Introduced in December of 1999, ACB Radio, our Internet radio station, showcases and nurtures the creativity and talents of the blind/low-vision community from many parts of the world. ACB Radio is heard by a global audience via the Internet, and in 2010 had visitors from over 70 countries.  It has a number of broadcast streams, including Mainstream, for entertainment and information; ACB Radio Café, the place to hear blind musicians; Treasure Trove, where you can hear classic radio dramas; Interactive, a wide variety of music, including requests; and World, programming from a blindness perspective in other languages.  With an international group of program producers, all individuals who are blind or visually impaired, ACB Radio is one of the most innovative services for people who are blind to have come along anywhere.


ACB Radio has made several updates over the last year that have improved the listening experience.  For Mainstream, we have added programs from the International Association of Audio Information Services (IAAIS).  These programs include but are not limited to magazines such as Oprah magazine and consumer reports.  The stream has been upgraded to 128 KBPS which improves the overall sound of Mainstream.

We continue to add content from blind musicians and artists from around the World to the Café.  The feed for Treasure Trove has been moved to Remember Radio, which features much more old-time radio content and will soon be bringing back the John and Larry Gassman show "Same Time, Same Station," which is a popular show that goes through different times of the old radio history.

We have set up a cooperative with a couple of Internet radio stations in order to bring in more programming for the Interactive stream.  These stations are the World Wide Legend and Ride Radio; we have several shows that simulcast with these stations, which bring in more listeners.  We have reserved World for ACB affiliates and other special events that ACB wishes to air.
CAPTION: Larry Turnbull, wearing a headset and seated at the sound board, and another ACB Radio staffer work hard to bring the annual conference and convention to you live.  They are pictured here at the ACB Radio booth in the exhibit hall.
ACB's Audio Description Project


The American Council of the Blind's Audio Description Project is a major audio description promotion and production initiative developed under the leadership of Mitch Pomerantz and Kim Charlson as chair of the ACB board's Audio Description Project Committee.  Audio Description Associates, LLC, under the direction of Joel Snyder, works on contract to ACB to provide staff support for the Project.


The project was established in January 2009 and we have accomplished a great deal.

* Establishment of the annual ADP Conference: The second annual Audio Description Project Conference was convened July 12-14, 2010, in conjunction with the ACB conference and convention in Phoenix, Ariz.  We had representation from around the nation and the world at the 2010 conference. Folks from 12 states and D.C. and 10 other nations were in attendance: Germany, Spain, the U.K., Japan, Argentina, Brazil, Sweden, Canada, Israel and Australia!


Major steps forward for description included  the final review of national guidelines for description and the discussion of a certification process for describers, including a review of how blind people can be involved in the production of description; and recognition of leading describers/organization with description awards in media, performing arts, museums, international contributions, the Margaret Pfanstiehl Memorial Achievement Award for Audio Description Research and Development, and the Barry Levine Memorial Award for Career Achievement  -- as well as the "Young Described Film Critic" contest awards.


* AD Institute:  Following the ADP Conference, seven prospective describers will remain for three intensive days of training in audio description techniques.


* In 2010, we provided description for: "War Against The Weak," a feature film presented at the "disThis" film series in New York City and a film produced for the United Nations' International Labour Organization in Geneva — "Count Me In!", a video about employment for people with disabilities, and in conjunction with Art Education for the Blind, we are actively planning an audio described tour of The White House. 


* Partnership with Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute: ACB/ADP is collaborating with the Smith-Kettlewell (SK) Eye Research Institute (San Francisco) in response to the Department of Education RFP to establish a Video Description Research Development Center.  ACB will contribute a great deal of assistance in the research of technologies that can affect the development of educational media description.  ACB will receive a total of $80,000 in compensation for its work with the project: coordinating focus groups with AD users, meetings at the annual ACB and ADP conferences, and other activities.  


* ACB legislative activity with the support of the ADP: ACB has been a leader in pushing for the passage of H.R. 3101, part of which begins a mandate for description on broadcast television, just as captioning began on television about 20 years ago.  In addition, Joel Snyder was appointed to the FCC's Video Programming and Emergency Access Advisory Committee.  He was asked to informally consult with FCC attorneys on the drafting of rules concerning description in movie theaters.  


* Department of Education:  Owing in large part to ACB's efforts, the Department of Education is now offering funding for description of educational media.  For two years the Department suspended the program, and we're excited by the prospect of more described educational media on the airwaves.


* Establishment of the Audio Description Project web site and Facebook page.  Visit us at www.acb.org/adp and "friend" us on Facebook.  The ADP web site provides a link to www.amazon.com where you can buy described DVDs (including "The Miracle Worker" with Patty Duke as Annie Sullivan, for which we produced the description) – anything you buy through the link on our website benefits the ACB.

CAPTIONS: 
Joel Snyder updates ACB convention attendees about the Audio Description Project, and briefly discusses the ADP conference.
Denise Colley sings karaoke with the help of Joel Snyder’s audio description.  In her left hand she holds the receiver; the earphone is on her right ear.  Photos on this page courtesy of Joel Snyder.
Denise and Berl Colley enjoy an audio-described movie while on board a Royal Caribbean cruise ship.  Audio description provides blind and visually impaired people with access to the visual elements of a movie, TV show or theater performance, such as costumes, actions, settings, gestures, facial expressions, etc. To hear description at a movie or live theater performance, the person needs to pick up a receiver with an earphone.  The describer uses succinct, vivid language, sent through a transmitter, to tell blind and visually impaired audience members what’s going on, inserting the descriptions into pauses in the dialogue.

ACB Annual Convention


To attend an ACB national convention is to learn what life in the "fast lane" is all about.  Attendees come away enriched by the experience, weary from the pace but enthusiastic about emerging possibilities for advancement in job opportunities, education and personal achievement.  The 2010 ACB national convention in Phoenix was one of the best in the Council's history.  It attracted more than 2,200 attendees, coming from every state and a number of foreign countries.


There were opportunities to participate in a wide variety of activities, seminars, tours, annual meetings of ACB special-interest affiliated organizations, concerts, luncheons, and the most difficult task for the men and women scurrying from one event to another was choosing among so many attractive offerings.  The huge exhibit hall featured scores of exhibits by commercial and non-profit firms and organizations interested in publicizing their services or displaying adaptive devices of every size and description to aid blind and visually impaired people.  Seen and heard everywhere were such things as talking computers, braille embossers, miniature tape recorders, paperless braille display word processors, reading machines, and talking clocks and watches, all available for hands-on demonstration and purchase.


The 2011 national convention will take place at the John Ascuaga Nugget Hotel Resort and Casino in Sparks, Nev.

CAPTIONS: 

ACB members talk with a representative from En-Vision America about the ScripTalk Station, a device that reads pre-recorded prescription information aloud using RFID and text-to-speech technology.

One of the new features at the 2010 convention was a job fair, sponsored by ACB and the National Alliance of Blind Students.  Here, a representative from Lions World Services for the Blind speaks with job seekers, accepts resumes and hands out information about available jobs.
FINANCIAL REPORTING
ACB Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2010

American Council of the Blind

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position

December 31, 2010 and 2009

The following financial information is taken from the audited financial statements of the American Council of the Blind as of December 31, 2010 and 2009, as prepared by its auditors, Eide Bailly, Minneapolis, MN.






2010


2009

Assets

Current Assets:

Cash and cash equivalents

$     70,656

$     28,937


Accounts Receivable


         1,891

       18,676

Inventories



       95,846

       90,967

Prepaid Expenses


       20,138

       43,546

Total Current Assets


$   188,531

$   182,126

Investments



$2,133,923

$1,580,874

Property and Equipment, Net

$   198,487

$   252,380

Other Assets



$     32,368

$     32,234


Total Assets



$2,553,309

$2,047,614 


Liabilities and Net Assets

Current Liabilities:

Current Portion of Long Term Debt
$     13,347

$    50,589

Accounts Payable 


     144,148  

       92,881

Accrued Expenses


     177,163

     172,284

Total Current Liabilities

$   334,658

$   315,754

Long Term Debt


$     -  


$      13,347
Total Liabilities


$   334,658

$    329,101

Net Assets

Unrestricted



$1,472,261

$   990,790


Temporarily Restricted

     248,694

     230,340

Permanently Restricted

     497,696

     497,383
Total Net Assets


$2,218,651

$1,718,513

Total Liabilities and Net Assets
$2,553,309

$2,047,614


American Council of the Blind

Consolidated Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

December 31, 2010 and 2009

2010






Temporarily
Permanently





Unrestricted
 Restricted
  Restricted 
Consolidated

Revenue, Gains, and Other Support:

Contributions- individuals & 

Organizations

$   414,941
$    1,814
$       313
$   417,068

Legacies and Bequests  
  1,146,483




  1,146,483

Member Dues

    
       70,709




       70,709

Program Fees

      
       55,372




       55,372

Other Activities
      
       83,187




       83,187

Misc Income

     
       87,807




       87,807

Gain (loss) on Investments
       93,207
    53,094

    
     146,301

Net Assets released 

from restrictions  
       36,554
  (36,554)

Thrift Store Activities, net
    (142,461)




    (142,461)

Total Revenue, Gains, and 


Other Support

$1,845,799
$  18,354
$       313
$1,864,466

Total Functional Expenses1
$1,364,328

    

  
$1,364,328
Change in Net Assets

$   481,471
$  18,354
$       313
$   500,138

Net Assets, Beginning of Yr
$   990,790
$230,340
$497,383
$1,718,513

Net Assets, End of Year
$1,472,261
$248,694
$497,696
$2,218,651

2009






Temporarily
Permanently
 





Unrestricted
Restricted
  Restricted
Consolidated

Revenue, Gains, and Other Support:

Contributions- individuals & 

Organizations

$   537,267
$    1,027
$       438
$   538,732

Legacies and Bequests     
     190,075




     190,075

Member Dues

       
       67,216




       67,216

Program Fees

       
       11,818




       11,818

Other Activities
       
       73,352




       73,352

Misc Income

      
     131,446
         697


     132,143

Gain (loss) on Investments 
     373,132
    53,074

    
     426,206

Net Assets released 

from restrictions       
       38,058
  (38,058)

Thrift Store Activities, net     
         7,980




        (7,980)

Total Revenue, Gains, and 


Other Support

$1,447,522
$  16,740
$       438
$1,447,522

Total Functional Expenses1
$1,425,030

    

  
$1,425,030
Change in Net Assets

$       5,314
$  16,740
$       438
$     22,492

Net Assets, Beginning of Yr
$   985,476
$213,600
$496,945
$1,696,021

Net Assets, End of Year
$   990,790
$230,340
$497,383
$1,718,513

1Detail of Functional Expense can be found below.

American Council of the Blind

Consolidated Summary of Functional Expenses

December 31, 2010 and 2009







2010       


2009                        






$

%

$
%
Program Services:

Publications & Public Awareness
   551,613
  40.4

   455,367
  32.0

Research & Government Affairs
   125,467
    9.2

   121,549
    8.5

Program Consultation


     76,267
    5.6

     67,580
    4.7

Organizational Development

   139,935
  10.3

   190,151
  13.3

Liaison




   102,313
    7.5

   107,290
    7.5

Scholarships



     70,225
    5.1

     56,083
    3.9
Total Program Services

1,065,820
  78.1

   998,020
  70.0

Supporting Services:

Management & General

    129,459
    9.5

   154,443
  10.8

Fundraising



    169,049
  12.4

   272,567
  19.1
Total Supporting Services

    298,508
  21.9

   427,010
  30.0

Total Functional Expense

1,364,328
100.0

1,425,030
100.0
ACB Enterprises and Services


ACB operates six thrift stores under the auspices of a wholly owned subsidiary corporation known as ACB Enterprises and Services (ACBES.)  A portion of the profits generated by these stores each year is contributed to ACB in order to defray our operating expenses.  The stores are located in Amarillo, Tex.; Detroit, Mich.; Knoxville, Tenn.; Louisville, Ky.; Lubbock, Tex.; and Milwaukee, Wis.


Day-to-day operation of the stores is overseen by our finance office in Minnesota, and the ACB board appoints the members of the ACBES board.  Current members are: Margarine Beaman, Austin, Tex.; Michael Garrett, Missouri City, Tex.; Mike Godino, Malverne, N.Y.; George Holliday, Philadelphia, Pa.; Carla Ruschival, Louisville, Ky.; Jeff Thom, Sacramento, Calif.; and David Trott, Talladega, Ala.
CAPTION: 
ACB’s officers, board members and executive director.  Top row, left to right: Jeff Thom, Allan Peterson, David Trott, Chris Gray, Mitch Pomerantz, Berl Colley, George Holliday, Michael Garrett, Ray Campbell and Mike Godino.  Bottom row, left to right: Melanie Brunson, Billie Jean Keith, Marsha Farrow, Janet Dickelman, Brenda Dillon, Marlaina Lieberg and Kim Charlson.
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