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Advocacy Update

On this episode of the Advocacy Update, we discuss the ongoing advocacy efforts to make at-home COVID-19 tests more accessible for people who are blind and low vision. Clark is joined by ACB president Dan Spoone and immediate past president Kim Charlson, and Jill Heemsker, Deputy Director of the National Institute on Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering within the National Institutes of Health. To learn more and order your 12 free more accessible COVID-19 at home tests, please visit https://acb.org/12-covid-test-2022. Find out more at https://acb-advocacy-update.pinecast.co.

Who Won the Braille Forum Raffle?

Many thanks to all who participated in the Braille Forum raffle! The winners are as follows: Golden Triangle won the $5,000 grand prize. Kenneth Semien Jr. won $1,000, and Marie Brinas won the $500 prize.


USDOJ Settles with Uber

Today, the United States Department of Justice filed in court a multi-million-dollar settlement resolving its lawsuit against Uber Technologies Inc. The DOJ lawsuit alleged that Uber was in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act by charging wait-time fees to individuals with disabilities who may need additional time finding and getting into their car. Under the agreement, Uber will compensate riders with disabilities who were charged wait-time fees due to their disability. Additionally, Uber has committed to waving wait-time charges for riders who certify that they, or a person they frequently travel with, have a disability and need additional time to get into their car due to the disability. Read the full press release at https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/uber-commits-changes-and-pays-millions-resolve-justice-department-lawsuit-overcharging-people.

Accessible Home COVID Tests

On June 22, 2022, the federal government announced a new initiative to expand the availability of testing options that are more accessible for people who are blind or low vision and who use a smartphone. The tests work with the free Ellume COVID-19 Home Test app for iOS or Android to provide users with audible instructions and test results. 

Consumers who are blind or have low vision can order the Ellume COVID-19 Home Test free of charge by calling 1-800-232-0233 or online at https://special.usps.com/testkits/accessible. Each order will include 12 rapid antigen tests and will ship free, while supplies last. More information regarding testing is available at covid.gov/tests.

NLS Patron Engagement Section Launches Virtual Programs

As part of its effort to provide services, programs, and resources directly to patrons that will enhance their library experience, NLS’ newly formed Patron Engagement Section will be hosting a virtual Monthly BARD Review on Zoom. This program will occur the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Eastern, starting on August 11. Each Review will last for one hour and will discuss a predetermined topic about a component of BARD usage or a specific BARD product. 

To join the August 11 session, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1611161911?pwd=bVh5ejFsWFBlL21KY0VqaHlRMUlSQT09 or call in by telephone at 1-669-254-5252 (meeting ID 161 116 1911).
For more information on upcoming programs, visit www.loc.gov/nls/about/services.

FDA Request for Nominations

On July 1st, the FDA announced a request for nominations for consumer representatives to serve on advisory committees and panels for which vacancies currently exist or are expected to occur in the near future. The agency seeks to include the views of individuals on its advisory committee regardless of their gender identification, religious affiliation, racial and ethnic identification, or disability status and encourages nominations of appropriately qualified candidates from all groups. Nominations should be submitted electronically through the FDA Advisory Committee Membership Nomination Portal, by August 15, 2022. 
For more information, visit https://tinyurl.com/bdern4ef.
