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December 18, 2020 

   REGISTER NOW AT:  

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/2021AudioDescriptionInstitute 

(Note: You’ll be asked to create a login for the ACB database and continue to 

register for the Institute.) 

The American Council of the Blind's 

Audio Description Project Announces Its 

Seventeenth 

AUDIO DESCRIPTION INSTITUTE 

March 1-5, 2021 

(Monday through Friday) 

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Eastern each day 

- ALL VIRTUAL - 

Audio Description (AD) makes visual images 

accessible for people who are blind or have low 

vision.  Using words that are succinct, vivid, and 

imaginative, media describers convey the visual 

image from television and film that is not fully 

accessible to a significant segment of the population 

(more than 32 million Americans experience 

significant vision loss). 

  

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhO3_ABNYb82S3NPNVLXcw8-D1qExkpjoC5HHdZ3FUmJP1YxjT6_ipqQuD14e63XtJHldRv3OrGjOjVrn6A7dtqNwdHeOSmR_zBAjuRQzp7YnMJ_TbJ48siIM8jAASVcTzsFA-uPYba6k&c=&ch=


The implementation of the 21st Century 

Communications and Video Accessibility Act has 

spawned a virtual cottage industry for the 

development of description for broadcast television. 

  

BE A PART OF IT! 

  

Who Should Attend 

Anyone interested in: 

- working as freelance description writers for 

broadcast television 

- working as a describer in a local performing arts 

program 

- working as a describer for visual art exhibitions 

and 

- experienced audio describers desiring an updated 

refresher course. 

 

NOTE:  freelance writers for broadcast television 

projects can often be based anywhere in the world--

computer equipment capable of accommodating 

high-speed downloads is a must. 

 



Topics Include-- 

1) audio description history and theory  

2) the "Four Fundamentals of Audio Description" © 

3) active seeing/visual literacy-developing skills in 

concentration and observation 

4) the art of "editing" what you see 

5) vivid language: "The Visual Made Verbal"™  

6) "Speak the speech, I pray you"--using the spoken 

word to make meaning   

 

Program 

- Five afternoons of intensive, interactive training 

- Each registrant will receive a PDF copy of Dr. Joel 

Snyder's ACB-published The Visual Made Verbal: A 

Comprehensive Training Manual and Guide to the 

History and Applications of Audio Description.  

  

The interactive sessions (limited use of lecture, 

questions/discussion throughout, generous use of 

media, and individual and group writing exercises) 

are designed to provide immediate feedback and 

"give and take," allowing for adaptation according to 

a sense of participants' grasp of the material.  In 

addition, experienced users of description are a part 



of the Institute's faculty, providing an important 

perspective throughout the sessions.  

This Institute will begin at 1:00 pm Eastern on 

Monday, March 1, 2020 and conclude at 5:00 pm  

on Friday, March 5, 2020.  

(detailed agenda below).   

Participation is strictly limited.  The Institute will 

issue ACB-sponsored certificates to all 

successful participants confirming completion of 

this professional description training program.           

  

Institute Director/Staff 

Joel Snyder, Ph.D.-- One of the first audio describers,  
Dr. Snyder began describing theater events 
 and media in 1981; he is the President of  

Audio Description Associates, LLC with clients 
world-wide (see www.audiodescribe.com for more 

information) and Director of ACB's Audio Description 
Project (www.acb.org/adp) an initiative he founded in 

2009. For six years, he led a staff that produced 
description for nationally broadcast films and 

network series including "Sesame Street" 
broadcasts and DVDs.  Snyder has worked with 

description and trained describers in more than 40 
states and in over 60 countries.   

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhOMx9yxaoQnokhDM-cfrQLrtCrtHrDQAaRRElmwUxgn4x0NmetqbBgeVmR1TyxjSAyCeY5gIXIgD4qFgzmc-iuQSGd-mSaDhmA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhIy4dKie9MIjnXRMbbfCl81Dub3rxFXsdh2-DlE9yP1k0EuLHwHfWnutgXa5iDeDOhoCn8jJnn9RPn8Kl88FdgklDmWqJAr6gg==&c=&ch=


 

Faculty 

Joyce Adams—Joyce has been producing/writing AD 

scripts for media and museum tours since 2002. She 

supervised AD script writers for the Described Media 

program at the National Captioning Institute, is the 

author of audio described tours for National Park 

Service visitor centers throughout the U.S. and 

regularly pens description for promotional videos 

produced by Microsoft. Both Ms. Adams and Dr. 

Snyder serve on the Subject Matter Expert 

Committee developing a certification program for 

audio describers.  

Elisa Jansen—Elisa is a graduate of the ADP Audio 

Description Institute. She has written audio 

description for network and Internet broadcast, such 

as NBC, CBS, Amazon, Hulu, and Netflix—and for the 

classic film, Citizen Kane. Her work on promotional 

content includes Walmart, Kimberly-Clark, and over 

700 Microsoft videos. Elisa has provided audio 

description for museum tours and exhibits, including 

the Smithsonian, the Nevada State Museum in Las 

Vegas, and the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum.    

 

In addition, audio description consumer consultants 

(audio description enthusiasts who are blind or have 

low vision) will offer their perspectives. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhJhp_cJAYSuIaqIUtogr1IP2tuAbC7A0RI39qbGORqW-cBmBa6dQFlRwf7FecsbJoV2R4xQpLCu79LpoufA1HasfXpW2v0eAMlgX0M6F04vae9uDgZaHNwfIRmuEFrR4rrXXQS4T1758csflCLWBrCtgmk7R1kpsVMk8Mh9gUivLCXO7C7siaqY_ATVp5RVm77LNMsPFrXyEnJcncXqG2qN7wvA-zH231re-hWhBqTihRjiknmU3Q_c-vSWd8WcQYEZjQAjLzJy7WJNPg9HiwrgUWtjV6sUWdPvmIPCOUDW5LrczvYM_Umc=&c=&ch=


 

Institute registration is $400.  

(registration is limited) 

Registration will close on February 24, 2021 and the 

invitation to attend the institute will be emailed on 

February 26, 2021. Your invitation to attend the 

institute will be sent to the email address provided 

on the form. 

NOTE: Two full scholarships are available; priority 

will be given to people with disabilities. To be 

considered for a scholarship, please send an email 

outlining how and why you are a strong candidate 

and include your reason for needing financial 

assistance at this time. Please send an email 

requesting consideration to kim.charlson@perkins.org 

before February 6, 2021. The scholarship awardees 

will be notified February 15, 2021.   

Scholarships are courtesy of  

Michele Spitz-Woman of Her Word. 

www.womanofherword.com 

 

 

 

REGISTER NOW AT: 

mailto:kim.charlson@perkins.org?subject=ADI%20Scholarship
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhO3_ABNYb82SbNMIMRMHuijEObzvXD18aVIZnDzrWHQkJKq8Gw2q0Yi_zCVM08Xi2ziyBlE6FRfYe1u1iM9-g19oJzpuuQX7QhwLSxOGADhP&c=&ch=


http://weblink.donorperfect.com/2021AudioDescriptionInstitute 

(Note: You’ll be asked to create a login for the ACB database and continue to 

register for the Institute.) 

 

The agenda for the March 2021 VIRTUAL Audio 

Description Institute can be found below. 

For questions or additional information, contact 

JOEL SNYDER, PhD  
Director, Audio Description Project 

American Council of the Blind 
jsnyder@acb.org -- 202 467-5083  

For more information about audio description, please 
visit: 

www.acb.org/adp   
 President, Audio Description Associates, LLC   

"The Visual Made Verbal" ™ 
 ADA logo--an eye within an ear 

6502 Westmoreland Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 20912 
jsnyder@audiodescribe.com -- 301 920-0218  

 www.audiodescribe.com    
 

AGENDA 

2021 ACB-Audio Description Project 

VIRTUAL AUDIO DESCRIPTION INSTITUTE 

 

March 1-5, 2021 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhO3_ABNYb82S3NPNVLXcw8-D1qExkpjoC5HHdZ3FUmJP1YxjT6_ipqQuD14e63XtJHldRv3OrGjOjVrn6A7dtqNwdHeOSmR_zBAjuRQzp7YnMJ_TbJ48siIM8jAASVcTzsFA-uPYba6k&c=&ch=
mailto:jsnyder@acb.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhBZaNUyRIKViyvZVGNlu4iSG5lpTeqFQ4vxUkVbnxI92vn7WNo6C9R5eWes8-YRUTa5pco-7jtx3akCV-t_flFLooNpZVJ2Bb-CyBJdT8IStn6Tv3vUcklk9QCI_zY-CCTk3Hs43GOYqTvX4rM1W85p4tn47fR0Jdd4XACQX82R5n9wuRR6V_P3pipni4lpem0JGtaj4nSNyCR9SGDAkWfL4phfaBa81CHTmbNmCZHSPAjjej24VgHXBQg77-B8fO_ofL_pPUtQPIey4C6M5dq5VkQjtCWI0X0d6oxKMFSWuDJb-Ko3WMiSyYweA-ZkUHQlJkqWaKub3QnC7SklpFXr1ugD_ORxl8_gXuFrKsVhWJV3aggdSws5wRj4h260HGN_TDVxMZ13gKjfbAiFdaYLsrvZCtVoj-TmFRWLHXY8Dy_KI2s2VPfGBhxiOvta47aZyv6XGZ6jkq-261Cc446ah8Dblrgr2GtVCRNZ4OEX64V2i7xXyDnw1sQ3j_1I7wYJsZ087Kr1gFJoQKo7Xuz35MjmDHdRKOIioyikcZ9mqkUc9LA_VHwQ=&c=&ch=
mailto:jsnyder@audiodescribe.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NRwF-dxCntr-kkxQ0T-2gnqxB_FeskRItdoccdOHJsDVQbaq6sRHhBZaNUyRIKViySBUE9Kn94bSMcPumCt-LsELf3FR1AciMFW2IZwSMk2VxzLs_B69xjG9kvB2DQUVGUIcEmtaw-AqzHpFFyi6g-jNN9gGN0rHNBhVFVRJ2keZUb6Gw7wNp7KGg_uMiUOLx0QJL7nJsKteo008wSnz9Flaw7iXYCeB-wtLqUQPj8XXbcK059ACzDoTMAtCCW-QgJkNPlTyKvKUPMaVqYclJhDxaEfdFv7UCWXXtz-cKqjxkwHEUasX-7L2h6cs2y-r3cQR2Bdw3Vcu9foLfKs2UGAhtOy6KuoQpjXVfpacxD_EuCGgwtncX1y5gcRnwQIru83iuqVpvbRFOg-H2wPhig9zILk_mVRMhlJdZ9qHz9QaK6OVunqyRGDSDgtLL83CfwaFDoskhAmJEHIymIFr0kNZhuKrG9SyWWm9Hk9hldkIoA2LUDvA8CS6J9nu3TndqSFMS2fzUe2Z3Hc5XsG-VqTD4EOLXVRz7682YmJ0jmrAPQFKT6hQEt_n4XqMuDx5HO42ZjPaIPBePZJIM9IBgPrYD0vsJ5I2UhF4nsD60C8=&c=&ch=


each day - 1:00 pm-5:00 pm Eastern 

  

 DAY I - Monday, March 1, 2021  

1:00 pm-3:00 pm: Opening Workshop 

- The visually impaired user 

- Audio description history and theory 

- Overview of fundamentals of audio description 

Concentration/observation 

Editing what you see 

Language 

Vocal skills: speech and oral interpretation 

fundamentals 

 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: break 

 

3:15 pm-5:00 pm: Opening Workshop (continued) 

- Viewing / analysis of audio described excerpts 

 

Day 2 - Tuesday, March 2, 2021 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm: 

 



- Viewing / analysis of audio described excerpts 

 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: break 

 

3:15 pm-5:00 pm: 

- Viewing / analysis of audio described excerpts 

  

Day 3 - Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm: 

- Audio Description practicum—Individual 

description sessions with selected video scenes 

 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: break 

 

3:15 pm - 5:00 pm: 

- Audio Description practicum—Individual 

description sessions with selected video scenes 

  

Day 4 - Thursday, March 4, 2021 

 

 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm: 



- Audio Description practicum—Individual 

description sessions with selected video scenes 

 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: break 

 

3:15 pm - 5:00 pm: 

- Audio Description practicum—Individual 

description sessions with selected video scenes 

  

Day 5 - Friday, March 5, 2021 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm: 

- Audio Description practicum—Individual 

description sessions with selected video scenes 

 

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm: break 

 

3:15 pm - 5:00 pm: 

- Audio Description in the U.S. and around the world 

- The Mechanics of Audio Description 

- Audio Description Writing Software 

- Audio Description Producers 



- How to Get Work as a Describer 

- Review / Discussion 

 

Graduation! 

 

  

  

  
   

 

  

 


