Presidents’ Meeting Agenda
Sunday, March 8, 2026
*Agenda is subject to change at any time

9:00 AM – Welcome and Announcements; Overview of the Day: Deb Cook Lewis, ACB President

9:15 AM – Introducing ACB’s Legacy & Future Readiness Initiative: Kate Vendemio and Casey Tesfaye, Mount Vernon Consulting

Our consultants will explain the work they are doing to help ACB determine and move into our future and will have a fun and thoughtful exercise for participants as we continue to gather information from our members.
 
11:00 AM – Break
 
11:15 AM – Step-By-Step Guide to Using FreeWill

This presentation introduces FreeWill, a secure and easy-to-use online tool that helps you create a legally valid will at no cost. The platform works with screen readers and keyboard navigation, making it usable for people who are blind or have low vision.
Participants will receive a clear overview of how the tool works, what information is needed, and how to include support for the American Council of the Blind if they choose. Time will be provided for questions to ensure everyone feels confident taking the next step in their legacy planning.

Noon – Lunch and Keynote Speaker: Jamie Dean

Jamie Dean leads Microsoft’s Accessibility Legal practice, where he supports the business in influencing, interpreting, and implementing the many global accessibility laws that apply to Microsoft’s products and services. Outside Microsoft, Jamie currently serves on the boards for the American Foundation for the Blind, Academy for the Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals, and Disability Rights North Carolina. Prior to joining Microsoft, Jamie spent more than a decade as a business litigation attorney handling state and federal cases of all sorts. In 2008, Jamie won a silver medal in rowing in the Paralympic Games and, while he has retired from rowing, he still loves the outdoors and stays active hiking and traveling with his wife and their four children.
 
1:15 PM – Announcements and Sponsors

1:30 PM – Building the Bridge: Member Orientation as a Leadership Strategy –  Kenneth Semien Sr., Second Vice President, ACB; Matt Selm, Membership Chair of ACB Next Generation

Presenting the new member orientation framework developed for the 2025 ACB of Texas that introduces new members to the roles the chapter, state and special-interest affiliates, and national organization play in their membership experience, from onboarding to opportunities for engagement.
 
2:00 PM – Sponsor Presentation
 
2:15 PM – Purpose to Progress: Introducing the Affiliate Strength Scorecard – Cindy Hollis, Manager of Membership Engagement

Sharing a guided framework for affiliate boards to engage in thoughtful self-reflection, highlight strengths and shared needs, and share summarized insights with ACB to help shape meaningful, long-term support strategies.

3:00 PM – Break

3:10 PM – Sponsor Presentation

3:20 PM – From Vision to Action: Leading with Confidence, Clarity, and Collective Strength – Cindy Hollis & Kenneth Semien Sr.

Being an affiliate president means more than running meetings — it means shaping culture, building trust, and helping others step into leadership with confidence. This interactive session equips presidents with tools to make sound decisions, strengthen board teamwork, welcome new members into a leadership pipeline, and build affiliates that are resilient, engaged, and future-focused.

4:45 PM – Closing Remarks – Deb Cook Lewis, ACB President
