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February 2, 2026

The Honorable Ted Cruz, Chair
The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member
United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) writes in support of a first-ever National Autonomous Vehicle Framework being included in the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Bill.

ACB is a national nonprofit representing the millions of Americans who are blind or have low vision, advocating for access to independently live, work, and fully participate in all aspects of society.

SAE Level 4 and 5 fully autonomous driving technology has the potential to be a safe, reliable, on-demand mobility option for those who are blind or have low vision across America, including those who can never hold a driver’s license. However, there is an urgent need to establish a federal policy framework for AV technology. Currently, reliable transportation can be a major barrier for people who are blind or have low vision. If a person does not live in a community with a strong public transit infrastructure, accessing transportation can be immensely difficult.

This keeps our community from important responsibilities such as procuring employment because we have no way to get to a place of employment. Since the advent of major rideshare companies, the blind community has become regular users. However, blind and low vision passengers are routinely denied rides from rideshare drivers. Most specifically, persons like myself, who get around with the guidance of a trained guide dog, I am constantly denied rides by drivers who refuse to let a dog in their car despite federal laws. This creates a barrier in accessing such transportation. I have even heard stories from blind travelers without guide dogs who have been denied rides simply because the driver does not want the hassle of accommodating a person with a disability. The wonderful thing about an autonomous vehicle is that it cannot discriminate against a person for any reason. In the approximately six times I have traveled in an autonomous vehicle, I had no fear of being denied a ride. I was able to travel freely, safely, and easily to the places I needed to go. I felt safe in my experiences because I know the technology is safer than that of a human being who is more prone to error. When I ride in a vehicle with a rideshare driver who is displeased with my presence in his or her car, I feel far more unsafe than I do in a vehicle designed with safety in mind.

Most people who are blind or have low vision cannot drive a vehicle. This leaves them completely dependent on other drivers or public transportation. The creation of autonomous vehicles is opening a long-closed door for our community. As a person who developed by visual impairment at a young age, I have never been able to drive a car. So, when I took my first independent ride in a Waymo in Phoenix, Arizona in April of 2025, it was the first time in my life I was able to travel in a car completely by myself. It is difficult to put into words how free and independent I felt during that ride. I can only imagine the opportunities such services will offer to the blind and low vision community as the service becomes more widespread across the nation.

A national AV framework would define fully autonomous vehicles, set a strong federal safety baseline, and provide the regulatory certainty companies need to invest, expand services, and compete. Without federal leadership, this technology will continue to roll out piecemeal as each state has to reinvent the wheel when it comes to AVs. This risks leaving many blind Americans behind. For those who live in accessible cities such as San Francisco, California or Phoenix, Arizona, the opportunity has opened numerous doors. However, for those who do not, the exciting opportunity seems unobtainable. As a Maryland resident, I dream of the day autonomous vehicles come to the greater Washington, D.C. area. Because I have had a few limited experiences in Arizona and California, it makes my desire to access such transportation increase that much more. I urge Congress to take the steps necessary to allow the process to move more quickly so that blind and low-vision Americans from across the country can access this life changing service.

Establishing a national AV framework will ensure that blind Americans can freely choose this life-changing mobility innovation. The American Council of the Blind respectfully urges Congress to act. Please reach out if you have any questions. I can be contacted at (202) 559-2041.

With Gratitude, 
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Claire Stanley, J.D.
Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs
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