Legislative Seminar Agenda
Monday, March 9, 2026
*Agenda is subject to change at any time

9:00 AM to 9:50 AM:
Introductions and 2026 Imperatives
1. Websites and Software Applications Accessibility Act: Stephanie Enyart, AFB
2. Communications, Video and Technology Accessibility Act: Zainab Alkebsi, Deaf Equality
3. Medical Devices Nonvisual Accessibility Act: Justin Young, NFB

9:50 AM to 10:00 AM:
Sponsor Presentation: 


10:00 AM to 10:20 AM:
New Staff and Departments

ACB is in an exciting time of change and growth. We have established new programs and are introducing new staff members. This time will be spent talking about such additions.
1. Kolby Garrison, Accessibility Consulting and Compliance Services Coordinator
2. Grace Hart, Advocacy and Accessibility Operations Administrator
3. Legal Counsel

10:20 AM to 10:35 AM:
Break

10:35 AM to 11:35 AM:
Advocating at the State and Local Levels

Advocacy does not always have to be done in Washington, D.C. In fact, based on different variables, advocacy at the state level might be more appropriate. Our panelists will talk about different forms of advocacy at the state level.

Moderator: Ron Brooks, Arizona
1.  Chris Bell, Minnesota
2. Jeff Thom, California
3. Steve Heesen, Wisconsin

11:35 AM to 11:50 AM:
Speak4 Presentation

The Speak4 platform has become extremely popular with ACB members since the spring of 2025. We will talk through how to use the service. Then, we will explore how affiliates can also use the service. We will have testimonials from two affiliate leaders: Lori Trujillo Roush, ICUB, and Kim Reese, MCB.

11:50 AM to 12:00 PM:
Sponsor Presentation: 

12:00 to 1:00 PM:
Lunch 

Keynote Speaker: Kristin Stitcher, formerly of the Disability Rights Section of the Department of Justice

Ms. Stitcher worked at the Disability Rights Section when the Department promulgated the Title II website regulations we all advocated for. She will share her experience from the inside as they excitedly worked on the regulations.

1:00 PM to 1:45 PM:
Autonomous Vehicle Panel

Many of us in the blind and low vision community are excited for the potential opportunities brought about by autonomous vehicles. This panel will discuss the policies being created at the state and federal level that impact access to autonomous vehicles.

· AVIA, Jeff Farrah
· Waymo
· Zoox, Rachel Rathore

1:45 PM to 2:35 PM:
Responding to the Administrative and Legislative Branches

Knowing exactly how to speak to the federal government, whether it’s through an official agency notice or through conversations with our Congressmembers, can be difficult. We want to know how best to approach such opportunities. Our two speakers have experience in applicable agencies and on Capitol Hill, and will walk us through best practices in such advocacy.
· Jennifer Mathis, Bazelon Center
· Michael Barnett, Powers Law

2:35 PM to 2:45 PM:
Sponsor Presentation: 

2:45 PM to 3:00 PM:
Break

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM:
Federal Panel

Several representatives of different agencies will share with us current agency work that impacts the lives of persons who are blind or have low vision. There will also be time for Q&A.

1. Kimie Eacobacci, NCD
2. Sachin Pavithran, U.S. Access Board
3. Molly Burgdorf, FCC
4. Alex Taday, DOT
5. Jason Yasner, NLS

4:00 PM to 4:45 PM:
Hill Etiquette and Closing

We always like to close the Legislative Seminar with a time to talk about how to best conduct yourself when visiting Capitol Hill. We will go through the “Do’s and Don’ts” of how to act when visiting your congressmembers.
