The Websites and Software Applications Accessibility Act

Access to websites, applications and online services impacts most aspects of everyday life, and the COVID-19 pandemic made digital inclusion more important than ever. There is a need for enforcement standards that clearly state websites, applications, and online services must be accessible to people with disabilities. People who are blind, low vision, and DeafBlind face countless barriers when accessing workplace portals, educational platforms, healthcare and public health information, transportation services, shopping, and entertainment over the Internet.

ACB calls on Congress to support and pass the Websites and Software Applications Accessibility Act. The bill has been reintroduced in the House of Representatives for the third time in 2025, H.R. 3417. The bill was introduced by Congressman Pete Sessions, a Republican from Texas, and now has strong bipartisan support. We are hopeful it will quickly be reintroduced. This bill would establish clear and enforceable accessibility standards for websites and software applications, and establish a technical assistance center and advisory committee to provide advice and guidance on accessible websites and applications. It would also authorize a study on addressing emerging technologies. Another prominent component of the bill includes a section that holds the original website designer(s) liable for the inaccessibility of websites that are sold to third parties. Although the Americans with Disabilities Act does cover website accessibility, this bill would help make real progress in website access.
