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February 20, 2026

Callie Brusegaard, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Vision Studies Program 
School for Global Inclusion & Social Development 
University of Massachusetts Boston 
100 Morrissey Blvd.
Boston, MA 02125 

Dear Dr. Brusegaard: 

As the Executive Director of the American Council of the Blind, I lend my enthusiastic support for UMass Boston’s application “Dot by Dot: Leveling Up Quality Braille Instruction for Vision Professionals.” This proposal will support a no-cost, year-long professional development program focused on braille literacy for in-service professionals in the field of visual impairments. Over the course of five years, this project will recruit and impact 80 professionals who work with adults or children with visual impairments, with the greatest potential to disseminate knowledge in areas where quality braille professional development is not readily available, for example, rural communities. This proposal further supports advanced training in braille technical skills and pedagogy, the further development of cutting-edge technology for remote braille instruction, and the exploration of the role of artificial intelligence in braille pedagogy. 

This is important to ACB as we address our mission to increase the independence, security, equality of opportunity, and quality of life for people who are blind or visually impaired. Braille literacy plays a role in a multitude of facets of life, such as meaningful educational opportunities and helpful accommodations in the workplace. Research has linked success in environments like the workplace and persons who are braille literate. This greatly enhances the opportunities for persons who are blind or have low vision.

I am pleased with the continued commitment of UMass Boston Vision Studies to provide ongoing support to in-service professionals in the field of visual impairments. 

I wish you success with your proposal and look forward to the continuation of our work with you and your colleagues and other educators and specialists on this project. 

Sincerely, 

[image: ]

Scott Thormhill
Executive Director
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