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[bookmark: ChangetoAlexa]Change to Alexa that May Affect How You Listen to ACB Media

Dear ACB Media Listeners:

We want to let you know about a new change to Alexa that may affect how you listen to ACB Media.

Amazon is rolling out a new AI version of Alexa called Alexa Plus. Some people are being invited to try it early. While we were told that only Echo Show users would get it, we now know that people using other devices — like the Echo Studio — are also getting it.

If you accept the invitation to turn on Alexa Plus, all of your Alexa devices will be updated. It’s not possible to have some devices with Alexa Plus and others still using the old Alexa on the same account.

Here’s the problem:
The ACB Media skill does not work with Alexa Plus right now.

If you try to say something like “Alexa, ask ACB Media to play 2,” after you activated Alexa Plus, Alexa will say the skill is not supported. When asked why, Alexa explains that the skill needs to be updated for the new Alexa Plus software.

We are already in touch with the developer of the ACB Media skill, and we are working to get it updated to work with Alexa Plus. But until that happens, here’s what you can do:

What to do:
· If you are invited to try Alexa Plus, we recommend saying “No” for now if you often listen to ACB Media using your Alexa devices.
· If you already turned on Alexa Plus and the ACB Media skill stopped working, you can go back to the old Alexa by saying: “Alexa, disable Alexa Plus.”

Once Alexa Plus is disabled, your ACB Media skill should work again. You are able to reactivate Alexa Plus once you disable it.

With our ACB Conference and Convention starting on June 23, we want to make sure you don’t lose access to ACB Media when you need it most.

We’ll send another update once the skill has been made compatible with Alexa Plus. Please note that to get Alexa Plus, you must be invited by Amazon to participate in the Alexa Plus Early Access Program. Do not be alarmed if you have not yet been invited into the program.    

Thank you for your understanding and continued support!

Sincerely,
The ACB Media Team

[bookmark: TwoMoreWeekstoRegister]Tomorrow Is the Last Day to Register for Convention

ACB Convention Registration will close tomorrow, June 17th at 11:59 p.m. Central time. If you’re planning to join us in Dallas, register ASAP!

You can register online at https://members.acb.org/, or via telephone. If you would like assistance registering, please call Janet Dickelman at (651) 428-5059 and leave a message with your name, phone number, time zone, and whether you plan to attend the convention in person or virtually. 

[bookmark: VirtualConventionEvents]Virtual Convention Events
 
ACB’s virtual convention begins next Monday, June 23rd, with the Call to Order, which will officially open the 2025 ACB Conference and Convention. Virtual convention events will occur from Monday, June 23rd through Monday, June 30th. All members are welcome to participate in these events, even if they have not registered for the convention. 

Daily emails containing the following day's schedule will be sent starting on Sunday, June 22nd. Be on the lookout for an email that contains a complete overview of the first week of virtual convention events along with other important information.

[bookmark: CandidatesPromosonACBMedia]Candidates’ Promos on ACB Media

Each of the declared 2025 candidates for office recorded a 30-second promo/spot. These spots are now available as a podcast on the ACB Business podcast feed. 

You may listen to these spots or download them On-Demand at: Listen to/Download 2025 Candidate Spots

These spots will also be aired on ACB Media 2 along with the Standing Rules, and proposed resolutions and constitution and bylaws amendments once they are posted to ACB Media 2 later this week.

You may also visit the candidates’ pages, https://www.acb.org/2025-candidate-bios, to learn more about each candidate.  

[bookmark: OrderingDogFood]Ordering Dog Food

Don’t want to weigh down your luggage with food for your guide dog? Keep it simple — order food from Scoop Masters! Scoop Masters will provide and maintain our dog relief areas in Dallas. Locations of the dog relief areas will be shared via email lists and posted in the convention newspaper as soon as they are set up.

If you would like to pre-order dog food to be delivered to your hotel room, call Tim Stone at (661) 714-0749, or order online at http://scoopmasters.com/acb. It’s a simple form that asks for your name, phone number, brand and type of food. Tim will call to get the details within 24 hours, and he will accept payments at the hotel.

Order by this Friday, June 20th to ensure delivery.

[bookmark: AssistanceattheAirport]Assistance at the Airport

To assist airline personnel and Margarine Beaman and her cadre of airport volunteers, if you would like assistance when you arrive at the airport, please submit the following information. Remember that there are two airports serving the Dallas area.
· Your name
· Whether you will be arriving at DFW or Love Field
· The name of the airline you will be arriving on
· The city you will be traveling from
· Your arrival flight number
· Your cell phone number
· Departure date
· Departure time
· Departure airport
· Departure airline

Send this information to Margarine Beaman via e-mail, oleo501625@outlook.com, with "airline information" in the subject line, or call her at (512) 921-1625.

[bookmark: TransportationfromtheAirports]Transportation from the Airports to the Hotel

If you plan to join us in Dallas, zTrip is offering ACB a convention rate. Round trip from DFW is $50, and round trip from Love Field is $40. These prices are per person and must be booked in advance.

To book a ride, go to
https://www.supershuttle.com/groups/acb25/, or call 1-800-258-3826 and use code acb25.

If you haven’t booked in advance, you may also book a ride at the airport for a slightly higher rate.

[bookmark: UsingParatransitService]Using Paratransit Service During the Convention

To obtain a visitor pass to use paratransit in Dallas, have your provider email or fax your information. This should be done at least two weeks in advance. Email the documentation to Paracert@dart.org, or fax to (214) 828-6642. You should then call (214) 515-7272, option 5, and you will be provided with a temporary ID number. (214) 515-7272 is also the number to call to book your rides. The fare is $3.50 each way, cash only. Rides must be booked 1 or 2 days in advance.

[bookmark: ConventionReminders]Convention Notes

If you want to be added to the convention listserv, be sure to subscribe to ACB Main. To subscribe, send a blank email message to main+subscribe@acblists.org. 

For the virtual exhibit hall, listen to ACB Media 6.

To listen to the virtual tours, tune in to ACB Media 7.

For the list of auction items, listen on ACB Media 9.

[bookmark: ACBMedia2Schedule]ACB Media 2 Daily Audio Schedule Announcement
 
We are pleased to announce that the following 2025 Conference and Convention audio documents can be heard each day on ACB Media 2 at the listed times. This content will assist you in preparing for upcoming discussions and votes during the convention.

The featured documents include:
· Candidate Promos/Spots
· Standing Rules (heard immediately after the Candidate Spots)
· Six Proposed Resolutions
· Two Bylaw Changes
· The Audio Description Project Text to Speech Guidelines

Each item will be broadcast daily at the following times (Eastern Time):

Candidate Spots / Standing Rules
· 12:00 AM
· 01:30 AM
· 03:00 AM
· 04:30 AM
· 06:00 AM
· 07:30 AM
· 09:00 AM
· 10:30 AM
· 12:00 PM
· 01:30 PM
· 03:00 PM
· 04:30 PM
· 06:00 PM
· 07:30 PM
· 09:00 PM
· 10:30 PM

Proposed Resolutions
· 12:15 AM
· 01:45 AM
· 03:15 AM
· 04:45 AM
· 06:15 AM
· 07:45 AM
· 09:15 AM
· 10:45 AM
· 12:15 PM
· 01:45 PM
· 03:15 PM
· 04:45 PM
· 06:15 PM
· 07:45 PM
· 09:15 PM
· 10:45 PM

Bylaw Amendments
· 12:30 AM
· 02:00 AM
· 03:30 AM
· 05:00 AM
· 06:30 AM
· 08:00 AM
· 09:30 AM
· 11:00 AM
· 12:30 PM
· 02:00 PM
· 03:30 PM
· 05:00 PM
· 06:30 PM
· 08:00 PM
· 09:30 PM
· 11:00 PM

ADP TTS Guidelines
· 01:00 AM
· 02:30 AM
· 04:00 AM
· 05:30 AM
· 07:00 AM
· 08:30 AM
· 10:00 AM
· 11:30 AM
· 01:00 PM
· 02:30 PM
· 04:00 PM
· 05:30 PM
· 07:00 PM
· 08:30 PM
· 10:00 PM
· 11:30 PM

All of this information will also be available in Spanish on ACB Media 8. Additionally, all of the audio items listed above are available as podcasts on the ACB Business Podcast feed.

[bookmark: ACBMedia8Schedule]ACB Media 8 Audio Schedule

ACB Media 8 is where you will find Spanish language content from now through the end of the convention. All Business Meetings and General Sessions will be simultaneously translated into Spanish by expert interpreters and broadcast LIVE on ACB Media 8.  

To assist you in preparing for the upcoming discussions and votes during the convention we are providing the following content translated into Spanish on ACB Media 8 and as podcasts.

The documents translated into Spanish are:
· Standing Rules 
· Six Proposed Resolutions
· Two Bylaw Changes
· The Audio Description Project Text to Speech Guidelines

Each item will be broadcast daily at the following times (Eastern Time):

Standing Rules (Media 8 Spanish Translation)
· 12:00 AM
· 01:30 AM
· 03:00 AM
· 04:30 AM
· 06:00 AM
· 07:30 AM
· 09:00 AM
· 10:30 AM
· 12:00 PM
· 01:30 PM
· 03:00 PM
· 04:30 PM
· 06:00 PM
· 07:30 PM
· 09:00 PM
· 10:30 PM

Proposed Resolutions (Media 8 Spanish Translation)
· 12:15 AM
· 01:45 AM
· 03:15 AM
· 04:45 AM
· 06:15 AM
· 07:45 AM
· 09:15 AM
· 10:45 AM
· 12:15 PM
· 01:45 PM
· 03:15 PM
· 04:45 PM
· 06:15 PM
· 07:45 PM
· 09:15 PM
· 10:45 PM

Bylaw Amendments (Media 8 Spanish Translation)
· 12:30 AM
· 02:00 AM
· 03:30 AM
· 05:00 AM
· 06:30 AM
· 08:00 AM
· 09:30 AM
· 11:00 AM
· 12:30 PM
· 02:00 PM
· 03:30 PM
· 05:00 PM
· 06:30 PM
· 08:00 PM
· 09:30 PM
· 11:00 PM

ADP TTS Guidelines (Media 8 Spanish Translation)
· 01:00 AM
· 02:30 AM
· 04:00 AM
· 05:30 AM
· 07:00 AM
· 08:30 AM
· 10:00 AM
· 11:30 AM
· 01:00 PM
· 02:30 PM
· 04:00 PM
· 05:30 PM
· 07:00 PM
· 08:30 PM
· 10:00 PM
· 11:30 PM

All of the audio items listed above are available as podcasts on the “Podcasts en español de la ACB” Podcast feed.

[bookmark: ACBSummerAuction]ACB Summer Auction
 
The ACB Summer Auction features jewelry, homemade baked goods, technology, vacations, and handmade quilts and crafts. While the "main course" takes place on Saturday, June 21st, at 6 p.m. Eastern, you can whet your appetite by participating in the Appetizer Auctions on Thursday, June 19th and Friday, June 20th. Appetizer Auctions open at 12 noon Eastern time on both Thursday and Friday. 

Broadcast Schedule on ACB Media 9 (Eastern Time):

Appetizer Day One Auction Item Descriptions
· 12:00 AM
· 03:00 AM
· 06:00 AM
· 09:00 AM
· 12:00 PM
· 03:00 PM
· 06:00 PM
· 09:00 PM

Appetizer Day Two Auction Item Descriptions
· 12:45 AM
· 03:45 AM
· 06:45 AM
· 09:45 AM
· 12:45 PM
· 03:45 PM
· 06:45 PM
· 09:45 PM

Live Auction Item Descriptions
· 01:30 AM
· 04:30 AM
· 07:30 AM
· 10:30 AM
· 01:30 PM
· 04:30 PM
· 07:30 PM
· 10:30 PM

All Auction Item Audio Descriptions are also available as podcasts on the ACB Events Podcast feed. You can listen to the podcasts or download them directly On-Demand at:

 
Appetizer Auction Day One: ACB 2025 Summer Appetizer Auction Day One
Appetizer Auction Day Two:   
Summer Auction: American Council of the Blind 2025 LIVE! Summer Auction
 
You must be registered in order to participate in the Summer Auction. If you have registered for the 2025 Convention, then you are automatically registered for the Summer Auction. If you have not registered for the 2025 Convention but would like to participate in the Summer Auction, navigate to the ACB Members site, enter your login information, and select "Summer Auction Registration" from the navigation bar menu. You must have a members account to register for the convention. If you need assistance in creating an account, please call (612) 332-3242.
 
Zoom information will not be made publicly available for this event. That information will be emailed after your Summer Auction registration has been processed. If you do not wish to register but want to check out some of the fun, you can listen on ACB Media 1 by saying to your Amazon device, "Ask ACB Media to play 1."

[bookmark: CommunityVolunteeroftheMonth]Community Volunteer of the Month

Congratulations to Darcy Burnard, who was voted Volunteer of the Month for May. Thank you, Darcy, for all you do for our ACB Community!

[bookmark: ACBIsNowonTikTok]ACB Is Now on TikTok

We have officially “launched” our TikTok account and will be in a “soft” launch phase for a bit as we get to know the platform better and track results. We will not cease posting on any of our other platforms, and we do not have plans to do so. Convention will give us a golden opportunity to leverage this new platform with short, onsite video postings. I have no illusions of going “viral” with the video below; however, it is an exciting time as we venture into an area where we can reach many new people with our messaging.

View our first video at https://www.tiktok.com/@acbnational/video/7515516609914637614.

Each week we’ll be posting the daily ACB Community schedule videos that Michael and Cindy created.

[bookmark: IsYourEssayontheBADIEBlog]Is Your Essay on the BADIE Blog?

The new Benefits of Audio Description in Education (BADIE) blog has been updated and features hot-off-the-virtual-press essays from students across the country who have something to say about AD. Check out the blog to read this month’s top essay submissions.

And don’t worry – it's not too late to send in your own essay to be considered for publication. Submit your essay today and you might be featured on the BADIE Blog! 

The BADIE Blog will accept entries until June 30. Prize winners will be chosen from the published essays and announced at the start of the next school year.

How Students Can Submit Their Essays:
1. Browse the free DCMP library at https://dcmp.org/.
2. Watch any audio-described film (there are more than 6,000 educational titles to choose from!).
3. Write an evaluation of the film’s audio description, commenting on the ways the audio description enhanced or detracted from your experience.
4. Visit https://dcmp.org/learn/595-badie-contest-blog to read award-winning essays and submit your own entry. You’ll also find guidelines and prize details, tips on writing a strong review, and information about how audio description is created.

For more information, and to submit your entry, visit https://dcmp.org/learn/595-badie-contest-blog.

Advocacy Update

In this edition of the Advocacy Update, Claire speaks with Cleo from ANSI - American National Standards Institute to learn more about their involvement in setting accessibility standards and how ACB members can get involved. Listen to the podcast at https://acb-advocacy-update.pinecast.co/.

[bookmark: OrderSomeCommunitySwag]Framily Gear Now Available!
[bookmark: _Hlk197593109]
The Community Support Committee has teamed up with Blind Girl Designs to bring us an array of clothing to wear and share our beautiful Community with others.

Show your love for community with our new “Community is Framily” design, featuring a white tactile heart formed by two hands and the message in print and braille. Choose from pink, royal blue, purple, or navy T-shirts, crewnecks, hoodies, and zip hoodies (print on back of zip hoodie only). Sweatshirts include “we are framily” on the left sleeve in tactile print and braille.

Also available: a 15”x20” full-zip canvas tote in black, navy, or royal, with an inner zip pocket and sturdy shoulder strap.

To get some Community swag of your own, and support ACB in the process, visit https://blindgirldesigns.com/collections/community-of-framily, or call (862) 448-1011. 

[bookmark: PlushGuideDog]Want to Win a Plush Guide Dog? 

GDUI is holding a drawing for 3 plush pups fitted out with handmade harnesses thanks to the generosity of Hava. Tickets for individual pups are 3 for $5 or 7 for $10. You may purchase tickets via PayPal (does not require a PayPal account) through the following link: 
https://guidedogusersinc.org/gdui-2025-drawing-for-3-plush-pups-in-harness/. Or contact GDUI’s office manager, Lynn Merrill, by phone, 1-866-799-8436 in the U.S. 

These pups get along so well with one another and have even developed some “special friendships.”  
1. Dallas, a boxer in a seated position measuring 12” to top of ears. She is the youngest and loves to play. However, when she is in harness, she is laser focused on her job. She looks up to the other guides and is eager to please. She is very cute with a sweet, soulful expression.    
2. Willie, a chocolate Lab from F.A.O. Schwartz. He is lying down and measures 23” from nose to tail. He is very mellow (like his namesake Mr. Nelson) and his kisses leave a sugar high. 
3. Ranger, a black and tan German shepherd from Prima Classics. He is in a seated position and measures 15” to top of ears. Able to multi-task. While working, playing, or even at rest, he is vigilant and taking care of his “pack.” Very loyal and loving.

Ticket sales will end at 10 a.m. Central time on Wednesday, July 9. Winners will be announced during the 1 p.m. GDUI wrap-up and awards session at convention.

[bookmark: NLSPaidUserResearch]NLS Paid User Research at ACB Convention 

The National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled at the Library of Congress is seeking feedback on its new online enrollment form. The form, when launched, will allow potential patrons to sign up for NLS service online for the first time in NLS history. NLS will conduct the user feedback sessions during the ACB Convention on July 8, and those who are selected to participate will be compensated. If you are interested in participating, please complete the interest form at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W3X82TN. 

[bookmark: IllinoisRaffle]Illinois 50/50 Summer Raffle

It’s time for the Illinois Council of the Blind (ICB) 50/50 Summer Raffle. Tickets are now on sale through Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 1, 2025, for $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. We’ll draw the winner on Wednesday, Sept. 3.

The easiest way to get to the online form to purchase tickets is by going directly to the raffle form. You can use the PayPal checkout link on this form to pay for your tickets using PayPal or a credit card. You can also purchase your tickets by calling the ICB office at (217) 523-4967 Tuesday and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Central time, Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Central time. Do not leave credit card information if you get voice mail. You can also purchase via Zelle at icb@icbonline.org, and in the comments, let us know how many tickets you want. Several of us will have tickets available for purchase at the ACB convention.

[bookmark: GetinTouchwithLiteracy]Get in Touch with Literacy

This year’s Getting in Touch with Literacy: Launch into Literacy 2025 is just around the corner! This conference draws in vision professionals from around the world.

The conference will be held November 5-8 in Huntsville, Alabama. We would like to extend the opportunity to you to become a sponsor of this event — there are multiple sponsorship opportunities available. Exhibit and vendor spots are also available. Visit https://www.gitwl.org/exhibitorssponsors for more information!

[bookmark: AFBLeadershipConference]Register Now for the AFB Leadership Conference

Registration for AFBLC 2025 is now open! AFB’s Leadership Conference will take place November 12–14 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Crystal City, Va. This year’s theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, invites us to come together in a time of rapid technological and societal change to drive progress for people who are blind or have low vision. 

For more information about the conference, or to register, visit  https://tinyurl.com/yymw7afr. 
