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[bookmark: ThinkingofRunningfortheBoardorBOP]Thinking of Running for the Board or the BOP? 

If you are thinking of running for the Board of Directors or the Board of Publications, here’s what you need to know.

Board of Directors: There are five positions open for the Board of Directors, with four incumbents able to run for their second and final four-year term.  

Board of Publications: All three elected director positions are up for election, and all three incumbents may run for an additional two-year term.

How do I announce my candidacy?

The ACB Board of Publication hosts a few ways for you to announce your candidacy and provide important information about you to inform the membership. 

Candidates’ Pages: 
Deadline: June 8, 2026
Posted to Website: June 19, 2026

Candidates’ Forum: 
Event will occur on July 8, 2026

The BOP will publish announcements to the Conversation and Leadership email lists, as well as to Dots and Dashes. 

Eligibility: You must be an ACB member in good standing.

Format: Submissions must be in Word, text file, or in the body of an email.

Delivery: Send submissions to slovering@acb.org with the subject line “Candidates’ Page Submission.”

Deadline: All submissions are due June 8, 2026, at 4 p.m. Eastern. Late submissions will NOT be accepted.

Each candidate will submit a response to each of the following questions developed by the BOP. 
1.  Please introduce yourself, indicate the position you are seeking, and explain why you are interested in serving in this role.
1. What do you consider your strongest contribution to ACB at the national, state, special-interest affiliate, or local chapter level? Please explain why you view this as your most significant contribution.
1. In your view, what is the most important challenge currently facing ACB? How would you work to help address this challenge if elected?
1. What do you see as the most pressing issues facing the community we serve, and how would you work to advance meaningful change in this organization?

Word counts are based on the total number of words in each answer, with each answer being a maximum of 300 words. Entries for each answer will be terminated at the end of the sentence containing the 300th word. 

Candidates’ statements may contain links to online materials or social networking sites. Those links can be listed separately and exempted from the cumulative word count. 

IMPORTANT: Only those candidates who have submitted a BOP Candidate’s Page may participate in the BOP Candidates’ Forum. 

[bookmark: OpposetheADA30DaystoComplyAct]Tell Congress to Oppose the ADA 30 Days to Comply Act

Tell Congress to oppose the ADA 30 Days to Comply Act! Congress is considering a bill that would amend the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA 30 Days to Comply Act (H.R. 6453) would weaken the ADA by forcing people with disabilities to notify businesses of accessibility barriers and then wait at least 30 days for them to be addressed. This bill only applies to architectural accessibility barriers.

This bill would:
· Require individuals to provide detailed notice before taking legal action 
· Delay access to businesses and services 
· Reduce accountability for businesses to comply with the ADA 

Businesses have had more than three decades to meet their obligations under the ADA. People with disabilities should not have to wait just to enter a business.
Tell Congress to oppose H.R. 6453 and protect the integrity of the ADA.

Take action here: https://speak4.app/lp/8c011so6?ts=1775232348. 

ACB’s Claire Stanley shares a summary of this proposed legislation on our YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/shorts/1rFdnMv7KtA.

The full text of the bill is available on congress.gov at the following link: https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6453/text?s=1&r=1&hl=h.r.6453.

[bookmark: ApplyNowtoBeaScholarshipMentor]Apply Now to Be an ACB Scholarship Mentor

The ACB Scholarship Committee is seeking 21 ACB members to serve as a mentor to an ACB scholarship winner. The application period will run from April 1 through May 1. Anyone considering applying to be a mentor must commit to attending the 2026 ACB conference and convention in St. Louis during the same time frame as our ACB Scholarship Winners.

The 2026 Class of ACB Scholarship Winners who will be required to arrive in St. Louis in time for their first event on Friday, July 24 and stay through Monday, July 27. Mentors will need to attend a Scholarship Mentor Orientation Session in May, a Meet and Greet Session with their assigned scholarship winner in June, and meet with their assigned scholarship winner via phone at least two times prior to arrival in St. Louis. There will also be a Convention Prep Session for both ACB Scholarship Winners and Mentors in July prior to the Virtual Week. Required convention events for both ACB scholarship winners and their mentors will be shared once the ACB Scholarship Committee finalizes this list. After the convention, mentors will be expected to continue reaching out to their assigned ACB scholarship winner via phone, and attend our Celebration event.

If you are interested in being a mentor to an ACB scholarship winner, please complete the Scholarship Mentor Form at https://forms.gle/TGfp1AUiTDDfVZZ96. If you have any questions or need assistance, reach out to Amanda Selm, ACB Scholarship Committee Chair, at scholarships@mail.acb.org, or phone her at (502) 354-0857. 

[bookmark: NominateaFilmandSeriesforthePplsChoice]Nominate a Film and Series for the 2026 Audio Description People’s Choice Awards

The Audio Description Project’s (ADP) People’s Choice Awards is accepting nominations now through Sunday, April 19. The winners will be announced during the 2026 ACB Audio Description Awards Gala, airing virtually on Thursday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m. Eastern time. Click here to submit your nominations.

There are two phases in the selection process for the Audio Description People’s Choice Awards. First, the ADP will accept nominations in two categories, film and series, from April 4th through the 19th. Second, the top titles in each category will compete for the grand prize during a two-week voting period in July.

Be sure to review the nomination criteria before submitting your nominations. Remember that the focus is on the quality of the audio description, not the show itself, and you may nominate a film or series only once. The nomination form can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AD-Awards-Nominations-2026.

To make your nominations by phone, call (202) 467-5081.

The Audio Description Awards Gala celebrates inclusivity and recognizes the entertainment industry’s role in providing access to film and television through audio description for people who are blind or have low vision. The Audio Description People’s Choice Award is a unique opportunity for fans to get involved by showing their support for the audio description they love the most. 
Learn more at www.ADAwardsGala.org. Remember to submit your nominations by April 19: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AD-Awards-Nominations-2026.

[bookmark: HonoraLegacythroughACBAngels]Honor a Legacy Through ACB Angels
 
The ACB Angels program offers a meaningful way to celebrate and remember someone special while supporting the mission of the American Council of the Blind. Each ACB Angel is recognized on ACB’s website with a photo and a personalized written tribute, ensuring their story and impact continue to inspire the ACB community.
 
Gifts can be made by individuals or collectively as a group, making it easy to come together in honor of a shared connection. Contributions of any size are welcome and can be combined to reach the $500 minimum donation.
 
Through ACB Angels, you create a lasting tribute that keeps a loved one’s memory alive while advancing a more accessible and inclusive world. To start the process, please visit the ACB Angels page.  

To have your Angel included in the presentations at ACB’s annual National Convention, please submit all materials by May 1st. 

[bookmark: NCSESSeeksTesters]National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics Seeking Testers for
New Interactive Data Tool

The National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES) within the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) is seeking assistance in testing a new interactive data tool. 

We’re currently developing the “Science and Engineering Indicators Explorer,” a web tool that displays customizable charts and graphs representing data from a Congressionally mandated report summarizing the status of Science and Engineering in the U.S. The goal of this tool is to broaden access to important government data for audiences that we have had challenges reaching in the past. We’re inviting a select group of members to test the new tool and help shape the future of this product.

If you’re interested in participating in our software testing, please take this screener survey HERE. You may be eligible to earn a $50 VISA e-gift card if selected to participate in a usability testing session. 

We deeply value your input and can’t wait to collaborate with you.

[bookmark: WebinaronCharlesBonnetSyndrome]Webinar on Charles Bonnet Syndrome

The Choroideremia Research Foundation will hold a webinar on Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, at 2:30 p.m. Eastern time.

Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) is the presence of visual hallucinations secondary to vision loss. They occur in 30 to 50% of people with vision loss and are a perfectly normal part of the vision loss journey, but can be scary when unexpected or unknown. This talk gives some background about CBS, the efforts being made to understand it, and educating doctors about it so patients can be informed. CBS can occur at different times in the patient journey, and being supported is one of the most effective treatment strategies, so talking openly about this is absolutely critical.

To register for this webinar, visit https://secure.qgiv.com/for/webina/event/webinars/?blm_aid=104802. 

[bookmark: TonyCoelhoMediaScholarshipAppOpen]2026 Tony Coelho Media Scholarship Application Now Open!

The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is proud to announce that applications for the 2026 Tony Coelho Media Scholarship are now open!

The Tony Coelho Media Scholarship will offer 8 scholarships to be used in the fall semester of 2026. High school seniors, undergraduate, and graduate students with disabilities who are pursuing careers in media, communications, or entertainment industries and who will be enrolled in college or a university during the fall of 2026 are eligible to apply. Each recipient will receive $5,625 to help cover the cost of education at their college or university.

For more information, or to apply for this scholarship, please visit the AAPD website. Any questions can be directed to scholarship@aapd.com. 

Deadline to Apply: Wednesday, May 29, 2026 at 5 p.m. Eastern

[bookmark: InternNeedsYourAssistance]
Intern Needs Your Assistance

Cheyenne Shreve, a Western Michigan University intern working with the Care2Care organization, is doing a short 3-question survey. Your responses will help her gather a better understanding of services from the perspective of those living with blindness/low vision.  

We will not use any names or emails on this survey. The survey is strictly for gathering responses for training purposes. You may take the survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQQT3GN. 

Or, if you want privacy, respond via email to Intern1@care2care.org.

Deadline to Reply: April 16, 2026

[bookmark: StudentsDevelopingSmartGlasses]Students Developing Smart Glasses, Need Your Input

Abhinav Volety and Ronith Raha, students at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, are working on a project focused on assistive technology for blind and low-vision individuals. They are developing a smart-glasses concept that uses AI tailored to blind and low-vision people to provide real-time assistance. However, before moving further, they want to ensure that what they are building is genuinely useful, desired, and can actually help the people they want to serve. 

The students have created a short Google Form (see link below) to better understand daily challenges, current tools being used, gaps in existing assistive technology, and thoughts on AI-based wearable devices. 

Google Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2uWhvmilWPSpqc41xQ6JW8qRKFHbnxUFVGSDR9T0wIiRIuA/viewform

The form takes approximately 5 to 10 minutes to complete. All responses are anonymous unless participants choose to share their contact information for a follow-up conversation. If you have any questions, contact either Abhinav, voletyabhinav@gmail.com, or Ronith, ronith.raha@gmail.com. 


[bookmark: EyesFreeSportsFeaturesACBStaffMembers]Eyes Free Sports Podcast Features ACB Staff Members

Greg Lindberg has posted the episode of Eyes Free Sports podcast that features a conversation on ACB at the Super Bowl! Here's the link:
https://eyesfreesports.podbean.com/e/the-eyes-free-sports-podcast-ep-163-%e2%80%93-american-council-of-the-blind-staff-members-attend-super-bowl-lx/

Thanks to Scott, Dan, and Kolby for taking the time to come on the show and talk sports. I thoroughly enjoyed learning all about your wonderful experience at the Super Bowl, as well as ways we can continue to improve accessibility for blind sports fans.

[bookmark: VCUOnlineSurveyofColorPalettes]VCU Online Survey of Color Palettes for Low Vision Diagrams

Dr. Dianne Pawluk’s team at VCU is working on developing a system to automatically convert and render graphical information in accessible form for individuals who are blind or visually impaired. This includes a visual magnifier display and tactile display that can be used either individually or together.

In our visual magnifier display, we plan to use color to improve readability, similar to how texture is used to improve readability in tactile displays. To do this, we would like to define a few different color sets, from which visually impaired users would be able to choose their preference.  

Dr. Pawluk’s team has set up an online survey. We welcome all those with low vision who use screen magnifiers or who are interested in using a screen magnifier in conjunction with a tactile display to take the survey. We especially welcome those who have both low vision and color blindness. Even those with no color vision can answer the survey, as the difference between colors particularly focuses on differences in contrast. Individuals who complete the survey will be provided with a separate link (at the end of the survey) to where they can enter a raffle to win $125.

The link to the survey is: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehcdHEPvmlXvmQpppeleTEOoJ0Licn7Zu9D0YnSX7WcdqbZw/viewform?usp=dialog 

[bookmark: CallingAllBirders]Calling All Birders

A team of graduate students in the Human-Computer Interaction and Design program at the University of Washington is working on its final research project: exploring birding-by-ear and the experiences of birders who are blind or have low vision.
 
We’re inviting birders of all experience levels to participate in either:
· A 30- to 45-minute individual online interview (between April 20 – May 1)
· Or a 45- to 60-minute small online group workshop (mid-May)
 
If you’re interested, please reach out to Katarina via kblind@uw.edu. 

[bookmark: BuddyGrayMusicSeeksBlindIndividuals]Buddy Gray Music Seeks Blind Individuals

Buddy Gray Music is seeking blind individuals for piano tuning professions. Our company will provide training avenues and internships, as well as a possible permanent employment opportunity. I can testify as a blind piano technician for over 50 years, piano tuning is alive and in higher demand than ever before. Currently, we have seven sighted technicians, and we are seeking individuals with visual disabilities to build a wonderful career. 

If employed, all transportation to and from work will be arranged by the company along with a sighted assistant on jobs to aid in performing tasks. Please send any resumes or inquiries about this wonderful occupation to buddy@buddygrays.com, or call me at (205) 391-7171. Please be aware I do not respond to text messages.

[bookmark: NoticeofDigitalAccessibilitySettlement]Notice of Digital Accessibility Settlement Concerning the Settling Parties’ Websites

A proposed settlement has been reached that would resolve the class action lawsuit Douglass v. Pharmavite LLC, et al, Case No. 2:25-cv-01721-MRH (W.D. Pa.). The lawsuit alleges that defendants in that suit (the “Settling Parties”) did not comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101, et seq., by failing to take the necessary steps to ensure their websites do not discriminate against individuals who are Blind and/or who have a Visual Disability. The Settling Parties deny the allegations in the suit, and deny any wrongdoing or liability. 

Under the settlement, the Settling Parties agree to Court-approved provisions designed to make their websites and any new websites they develop or acquire more accessible to individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. 

For a more complete summary of the terms of the proposed settlement, please visit https://www.phvadasettlement.com. Have questions? Contact East End Trial Group at https://eastendtrialgroup.com.

