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This is the last issue of Dots and Dashes for 2025. We will resume publication in 2026. 

In this issue, you will find the following articles:  

ACB and Bookshare Form Partnership
Take Part in the American Council of the Blind Leadership Conference!
Community’s Sixth Annual Tree Lighting
ACB’s 2025 Highlights Video
Holiday Office Closures
Your Year-End Gift Strengthens Our Community
Volunteer of the Month for November
Celebrate 2026 with the Sixth Annual Community-a-thon!
Tips for Using Zoom on Your Smartphone
Apply Now for AAPD’s 2026 Fall Internship Program!

[bookmark: ACBandBooksharePartnership]ACB and Bookshare Form Partnership

ACB is thrilled to announce a new partnership with Bookshare, the world’s largest collection of accessible ebooks! ACB members can receive exclusive savings when signing up or renewing your Bookshare membership. First-time Bookshare members can join for 30% off an annual membership, and existing Bookshare members can renew for 20% off their annual membership. Bookshare is FREE for ACB members who are students at any age or education level, from elementary school through college.
 
Learn more and access these discounts at https://www.bookshare.org/acb.

[bookmark: TakePartintheDCLeadershipConference]Take Part in the American Council of the Blind Leadership Conference!

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) is proud to announce its annual 2026 D.C. Leadership Conference, where attendees will participate in educational sessions, engage with keynote speakers from the disability community, and meet with members of Congress on Capitol Hill. The conference focuses on advancing key legislative priorities to promote independence and improve the quality of life for people who are blind or have low vision. 

The 2026 Leadership Conference will be a hybrid event. The optional tour, ACB’s Board Meeting, Presidents’ Meeting, Legislative Seminar, and Capitol Hill visits will take place between March 6-10, 2026, at the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel in Arlington, VA.
 
Registration will open for members on January 15, 2026. Registration will open for all on January 22, 2026. Hotel reservations are available now, with a room block cutoff date of February 6, 2026. Visit the conference webpage for details about how to reserve your hotel: https://www.acb.org/2026-acb-dc-leadership-conference.
 
A schedule of events and information on the legislative imperatives are also available on the conference webpage. 
 
We hope you can join us for this year’s event!
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Join us for ACB Community’s sixth annual Tree Lighting, which will take place virtually on December 24 at 6 p.m. Eastern! Bring an ornament to hang on our virtual tree and be prepared to describe both the ornament and its significance. Is it handmade or a family heirloom, big or small, made of paper or tin, shiny or sparkly, and does it light up or play music? The lights and garland are already in place — we just need the ornaments and to plug the lights in. 

Join us on Zoom, Clubhouse, and ACB Media 5. To join by phone, dial (312) 626-6799, and use meeting ID 88692254534.

Email community@acb.org for more info.

[bookmark: ACB2025HighlightsVideo]ACB’s 2025 Highlights Video

As the year comes to a close, ACB has compiled a 2025 highlights video. It covers everything from the D.C. Leadership Conference to convention, the summer auction, Halloween, and Thanksgiving to the holiday auction. Check it out on the ACB National YouTube and on the ACB website.

[bookmark: HolidayOfficeClosures]Holiday Office Closures

Both ACB offices will be closed December 24th through the 28th. Staffing of the offices will be slim the week of December 29th through January 2nd, with both offices being closed on January 1st. The offices will get back to normal schedules the week of January 5th.

We wish you a wonderful holiday season and new year.

[bookmark: YourYearEndGiftStrengthensOurCommunity]Your Year-End Gift Strengthens Our Community

As we reflect on this past year, one truth stands out: connection strengthens us. At the American Council of the Blind, connection fuels our advocacy, brings people together, and ensures that individuals who are blind or have low vision can participate fully in every aspect of life. 
 
Your tax-deductible year-end gift helps carry this mission forward and ensures that the heart of our community continues to beat strong into 2026. 
 
Special Thank-You Gift: Limited-Edition ACB Tote Bag
 
To express our gratitude for your support, donors who give $150 or more will receive a limited-edition ACB tote bag — a meaningful keepsake symbolizing your commitment to inclusion, accessibility, and community. 
 
Please make your year-end gift today and help us welcome 2026 with purpose: Donate Now  
 
If you would like assistance making your year-end gift, or prefer to donate through your bank account, please contact ACB’s Minneapolis office at (612) 332-3242 for support. 

[bookmark: VolunteeroftheMonth]Volunteer of the Month for November

Congratulations to Bel Collins on being named Volunteer of the Month for November. Your dedication and hard work are truly appreciated, and we are grateful for the time and energy you bring to the Community.

[bookmark: SixthAnnualCommunityathon]Celebrate 2026 with the Sixth Annual Community-a-thon!

Let’s welcome 2026 ACB style! The sixth annual Community-a-thon returns with 10 hours of joy, stories, music, and celebration — live on Zoom, Clubhouse, and ACB Media 4. From 3 p.m. Eastern on December 31 to 1 a.m. Eastern January 1, donate any amount to fuel the ACB Community. Every $25 = an entry to win prizes each hour! Support the magic and drop a comment sharing what the Community means to you: http://bit.ly/ACBCommunity2025.
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Here are some steps on your phone to make Zoom a little easier to use:

1. Open the Zoom app.
· If all you find is Sign In, Sign Up, or Join Meeting, go ahead and sign in or create a free account. 

2. Once you’re signed in, tap your name in the top left corner.

3. Tap Settings. It’s the last option in that menu. 

4. Tap Meetings. 

5. Under When Joining Meetings, set Auto Connect Audio to WiFi or Cellular Data. 
· Choose WiFi only if you want to save data.

6. Under In Meeting Controls, turn on Always Show Meeting Controls.
· This keeps the buttons like mute, video, and participants visible across the bottom of your screen every time you join a meeting.

How to raise your hand on iPhone or iPad:

7. When you're in a meeting, find the Reactions button on the bottom of your screen.

8. Tap Reactions.

9. Tap Raise Hand.
· Our hosts will lower your hand.
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The 2026 AAPD Fall Internship Program Application is now open! AAPD’s Internship Program places students and recent graduates with disabilities in paid internships. Interns build leadership skills, explore career opportunities, and connect with the disability community. 

The 2026 AAPD Fall Internship Program will be fully virtual and part-time. The program will run for 14 weeks, from August 31 to December 4, 2026.

Interns will:
· Attend a virtual kickoff call on April 8, 2026.
· Work 15 hours a week at the internship placement site.
· Attend an optional in-person gathering in Washington D.C. during the week of July 20, 2026.
· Participate in a virtual orientation on Sunday, August 23, 2026 from 12 - 4 p.m. Eastern with breaks.
· Attend weekly virtual community events on Fridays from 12 - 3 p.m. Eastern throughout the fall. 
· Connect one-on-one with a virtual mentor.

To apply for the internship, visit 2026 AAPD Fall Internship Program Application Survey.

Join a virtual information session on Friday, January 9 from 3 - 4 p.m. Eastern time to learn more about the program and the application process and get your questions answered. CART and ASL will be provided. The session will be recorded and available on the AAPD website. Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_j5oOajL3T86JtjDw8suoXQ#/registration. 

For more information, visit the Fall Internship Program webpage. If you have any questions, send email to info@aapd.com, or call (202) 521-4316.
