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[bookmark: TwoACBJobOpenings]Two ACB Job Openings

The American Council of the Blind has two job openings: Audio Description Project Coordinator (remote) and Operations Administrator (hybrid).

[bookmark: _Hlk50626643][bookmark: _Hlk55467037][bookmark: _Hlk531944649][bookmark: _Hlk215759663]The Audio Description Project Coordinator executes the day-to-day needs of the Audio Description Project program area. The ADP Coordinator assists other ACB departments with matters related to audio description; builds and maintains partnerships and relationships with external stakeholders; and creates ADP-focused content for several online platforms. He/she also maintains the ADP and AD Awards Gala websites and updates them on a regular basis. 
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The Operations Administrator (Advocacy & Accessibility) will work in ACB's Alexandria, Va. office. He/she will support the Advocacy and Accessibility Consulting & Compliance Services program areas in promoting and developing ACB's advocacy, accessibility, and legislative initiatives. This person also provides information and referrals to individuals and organizations regarding blindness-related issues. 

You can read the full descriptions of these positions at https://www.acb.org/jobs. 

The application deadline is December 19th. Interested candidates may email their resume and cover letters to hr@acb.org. Applications will be reviewed in the order that they are received.

[bookmark: AAVLNeedsYou]AAVL Needs You!

Dear ACB State Affiliates, Chapter Leaders and Special-Interest Affiliates: 

The Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss (AAVL) encourages each of you to reach out and build connections with your local Area Agency on Aging (AAA), your State Office on Aging, or your local senior center. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to make a meaningful difference in the lives of older adults who are losing and/or have lost their vision.

Developing a working relationship with your AAA and other local aging network service providers can be mutually beneficial. A partnership will help ACB members learn more about valuable community services available through these agencies — such as transportation, nutrition assistance, caregiver support, falls prevention, and more. At the same time, we can educate AAA or senior center staff about the needs of seniors experiencing vision loss, increasing awareness and accessibility within their programs.

Here are a few simple steps to get started:

1. Locate your AAA: Go to the Eldercare Locator at: https://eldercare.acl.gov. In the first edit field, enter your zip code and press enter. Typically, the first heading contains the listing for your local Area Agency on Aging; if not, go to the next heading until you find the listing for your AAA and/or State Office on Aging. Your AAA can also provide you with contact information for the senior center in your area or you can use google or other search engine for that information.

2. Reach out and introduce yourself: Invite an AAA or senior center representative to give a presentation to your local ACB chapter about the services they provide.

3. After the presentation to your chapter, encourage a couple of your fellow members to reach out and find out more about the organization and its services.

4. Offer to educate their staff: You can share information about ACB, demonstrate how to use sighted guide techniques, and provide a resource list of local and state agencies serving people who are blind or visually impaired.

5. Get involved: Ask if someone from your chapter could serve on the AAA’s Advisory Council. This is a great way to ensure that the needs of older blind individuals are represented in local planning and decision-making.

6. If you have already reached out to your local AAA, senior center or other aging-related organization, please let us know at advocacy@aavl-blind-seniors.org.

Together, we can build strong, lasting partnerships that expand opportunities and improve the quality of life for our older blind population. Your outreach can make a real difference — one conversation at a time.

For more information — or to connect with an AAVL member who can walk you through the process and help you get started, send an email to advocacy@aavl-blind-seniors.org.

Also, stay tuned for an upcoming Community Call in mid-January, where some of our members will describe their successes in reaching out to their local aging networks. We want to help and are committed to your success in developing this partnership.

[bookmark: ACBCommunityathon]ACB Community-a-thon Coming Up

Join us for the Sixth Annual ACB Community-a-thon! From 3 p.m. Eastern on December 31 to 1 a.m. January 1, we’re ringing in 2026 with connection, joy, and ten hours of nonstop celebration on Zoom, Clubhouse, and ACB Media 4! Every gift makes a difference — and for every $25 donated, you’ll be entered into hourly prize drawings. Support the Community and share what it means to you: http://bit.ly/ACBCommunity2025 

[bookmark: ACBEndofYearDonations]ACB End of Year Donations 

Thank you for your generous support of ACB. This December donations of $150 or more come with a limited-edition ACB tote to show our appreciation.

Make your year-end contribution today at https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/american-council-of-the-blind/year-end-appeal-acb-website, or contact our Minneapolis office at (612) 332-3242 if you would like assistance submitting a payment through your bank account. Together, we’re building a more connected future.

[bookmark: FCCUpdateHolidayScams]FCC Update: Holiday Scams 2025 

It’s the holiday season and scammers are dusting off their classic holiday robocall scams, while mixing in a few new wrinkles — such as tariff text scams. With all the hustle and bustle of the season, fraudsters see the holidays as a prime opportunity to steal money and personal information. 

Whether you are shopping online, planning your year-end giving, or traveling this holiday season, the FCC has information to help you leave scammers with the holiday blues: https://www.fcc.gov/holiday-scams. 

[bookmark: NoticeofDigitalAccessibilityStlmnt]Notice of Digital Accessibility Settlement Concerning Husqvarna's Websites

A proposed settlement has been reached that would resolve the class action lawsuit Douglass v. Husqvarna Professional Products, Inc., Case No. 2:25-cv-00771 (W.D. Pa.). The lawsuit alleges that Husqvarna Professional Products, Inc. violated the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101, et seq., by failing to take the necessary steps to ensure its website and mobile apps does not discriminate against individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. Under the settlement, Husqvarna agrees to make its website and any new website or mobile app it develops or acquires accessible to individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. For a more complete summary of the terms of the proposed settlement, please visit https://www.husqvarnaADAsettlement.com. 

Have questions? Contact East End Trial Group at https://eastendtrialgroup.com.

[bookmark: NewChildrensBookaboutBraille]New Children’s Book about Braille

A new children’s book by author Bianca Johnson has been released! It’s called “Braille’s Superpower.” The book is geared toward elementary school-age students. 

Braille is an 8-year-old totally blind girl with a bright spirit and a powerful message: being different is a superpower. In this uplifting, educational, and heartwarming story, Braille teaches her classmates (and readers!) about blindness in a way that’s fun, interactive, and full of kindness.

The book includes: 
· Facts about blindness and what braille is
· A classroom adventure filled with curiosity, courage, and friendship
· Age-appropriate life lessons about inclusion, empathy, and respect
· Colorful illustrations that bring Braille’s world to life
· A special letter from Braille herself — plus critical thinking questions to spark important conversations

To get your copy, visit https://tinyurl.com/4dmzhr68. The book is currently available in print; an audio version is in the works.

[bookmark: AmazingRaceMeetsPerkinsBrailler]Amazing Race Contestants Meet Perkins Braillers

Did you catch last week’s episode of The Amazing Race on CBS? We were excited that teams used a Perkins Brailler on the Paris leg’s challenge! It was a great reminder of how essential braille is for education, independence, and equal access for people who are blind or have low vision. 

Thanks to Adam and Joseph for sharing their family’s story, and to Perkins School for the Blind for a tool that has supported generations of braille users.

The Braille Revival League, an ACB special-interest affiliate, is focused on preserving, promoting, and valuing braille as an essential mode of communication for people who are blind or have low vision. Learn more at https://braillerevivalleague.org/.


