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[bookmark: ACBPartnerswithDotInc]ACB Announces Partnership with Dot Inc. to Expand Access to Multi-line Braille Technology

Alexandria, Va., January 5, 2026 — The American Council of the Blind (ACB) is proud to announce a new partnership with Dot Inc., a leader in innovative braille technology, that will expand access to multi-line braille and reinforce ACB’s longstanding commitment to braille literacy and accessibility.

Through this partnership, ACB members are eligible for an exclusive $300 discount on the purchase of the Dot Pad X, Dot Inc.’s new groundbreaking multi-line braille display. The Dot Pad X represents a major advancement in braille technology, allowing users to read and interact with content in ways that go beyond traditional single-line displays.

In addition to the member discount, Dot Inc. will make a donation to ACB for each Dot Pad X purchased by an ACB member. These donations will support ACB’s advocacy, programs, and initiatives that promote braille literacy, accessibility, and equal opportunity.

ACB and Dot Inc. will also collaborate on future outreach, education, and storytelling efforts, including case studies highlighting how multi-line braille technology can improve access to information and daily life for people who are blind or have low vision.

To learn more about the Dot Pad X, visit https://www.dotincorp.com/en/product/dotpadx. 
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On this week’s Advocacy Update, Claire speaks with Lea Rowe from Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) about their experience at a Meta Wearables Summit in Northern California.

Access the podcast at https://acb.org/advocacyupdate.
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Remember that amazing audio description experience you had last year? The Audio Description Project wants to hear about it! Now is your chance to nominate the best AD you’ve encountered for an ADP Award.

The ADP Awards are sponsored by the ACB’s Audio Description Project to recognize achievement in audio description in seven categories, including media, performing arts, museums, the public sector, and research and development. Nominations will be accepted from January 5 to April 6, 2026, and the winners will be announced in July at the American Council of the Blind’s conference and convention.

Who Can Submit a Nomination?
Everyone! You are welcome to nominate yourself, your local theatre or museum, or a well-known institution. Complete and submit the nomination form today.

Who Is Eligible for an Award?
Any person, organization, or institution that fits in one of the categories below and is involved in the research, development, production, design, creation, and/or delivery of great audio description is eligible.

What Are the Criteria?
The most important criterion is that the person or organization consistently develops, creates, and/or makes available excellent audio description. We encourage you to address the quality of the AD and other accessibility elements in your nomination.

· The AD script – clear, concise, and vivid word choices that describe crucial visual elements without offering opinions, explanations, or interpretations
· The AD voicing – narration that enhances the experience by using a tone and energy level appropriate to the content
· The AD sound – a smooth balance of dialogue, background noise, musical soundtrack, and audio description
· Total access – how easy is it to access the audio description? Is the website and/or physical spaces accessible?
· Inclusion – to what extent are people on the blindness spectrum involved in the creation of audio description, as writers, editors, sound engineers, or testers?

What Are the Award Categories?
There are seven categories. The same individual or organization may not be nominated in multiple categories.
· Media
· Performing Arts
· Museums, Visual Art, Visitor Centers
· Public Sector (government agencies – federal, state, or local)
· International (people and organizations working primarily outside the US)
· Dr. Margaret Pfanstiehl Memorial Award for Audio Description Research and Development
· Barry Levine Memorial Award for Career Achievement in Audio Description

Submit Your Nomination!
Help us celebrate the people and organizations that are contributing significantly to the growth of high-quality audio description. Submit your nomination online by April 6, 2026. If you have questions or would like assistance, contact audiodescription@acb.org. 

[bookmark: CommunityathonLivesOn]Community-a-thon Lives On!

Thank you to everyone who joined us, participated, donated, and shared heartfelt messages during our Sixth Annual Community-a-thon on New Year’s Eve. Your generosity and words of encouragement truly reflect the spirit of the ACB Community, and we are grateful for each of you. Thanks to your support, we are 75% of the way toward our $20,000 goal, and there’s still time to help us cross the finish line. If you missed any part of the celebration or would like to relive it, you can listen to the full 10-hour event on ACB Media 9, and donations are still being accepted at http://bit.ly/ACBCommunity2025 or by calling 1-888-444-8320 if you need assistance. Together, we continue building a community that is safe, respectful, and welcoming for all.
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The Council of Citizens with Low Vision International (CCLVI), an affiliate of the American Council of the Blind, annually awards four scholarships in the amount of $3,000 each to full-time college students. Scholarships are awarded to freshmen, undergraduate, and graduate students, all of whom must be low vision, maintain a strong GPA and be involved in school/local community activities.  

Application materials must be received by 11:59 p.m. Eastern time February 15, 2026. Scholarship monies will be awarded for the 2026-2027 academic year. To access the guidelines and application, visit https://cclvi.org/scheigert.

Applications will be available to complete and submit online from January 1, 2026 to the February 15 deadline. If you have any questions about the scholarship application, please call CCLVI at (502) 905-0869. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
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A proposed settlement has been reached that would resolve the class action lawsuit Douglass v. DK Household Brands Corp., Case No. 2:25-cv-01183 (W.D. Pa.). The lawsuit alleges that DK Household violated the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101, et seq., by failing to take the necessary steps to ensure its website and mobile apps do not discriminate against individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. Under the settlement, DK Household agrees to make its website and any new website or mobile app it develops or acquires accessible to individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. 

For a more complete summary of the terms of the proposed settlement, please visit https://www.DKHouseholdADAsettlement.com. Have questions? Contact East End Trial Group at https://eastendtrialgroup.com.
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The National Research & Training Center on Blindness & Low Vision is conducting a research study to design Be My Mentor in collaboration with Be My Eyes. This new feature will connect people who are blind or have low vision with mentors for short, one-time career-focused sessions. Mentors may be sighted, blind, or have low vision.

Why participate?
Your input will help us identify the most useful features and ensure Be My Mentor meets the needs of both mentors and mentees.

Who can participate? 
· Be My Eyes user or volunteer
· Age 18 or older
· Reside in the United States or Canada

What does participation involve?
· Answer a few pre-screening questions to confirm eligibility
· Complete a short online survey (10–20 minutes)
· Optionally enter a drawing for one of six $50 gift cards

Ready to get started? 
Survey link: https://msstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_805gfpmd7SfFXTM?source=ACB 
 
If you have questions, contact Jamie Boydstun at jboydstun@colled.msstate.edu or (662) 325-8231.
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A proposed settlement has been reached that would resolve the class action lawsuit Douglass v. Levain Bakery Cookie Company, LLC, No. 2:25-cv-01722 (W.D. Pa.). The lawsuit alleges that Levain violated the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101, et seq., by failing to take the necessary steps to ensure its website and mobile apps do not discriminate against individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. Under the settlement, Levain agrees to make its website and any new website or mobile app it develops or acquires accessible to individuals who are blind and/or who have a visual disability. For a more complete summary of the terms of the proposed settlement, please visit https://levainadasettlement.com/. 

If you have questions, contact East End Trial Group at https://eastendtrialgroup.com.
