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Convention time is upon us! As we will all be busy with convention this week and next, the next issue of Dots and Dashes will be published on August 10th. 

In this issue, you will find the following articles:  

ACB Organizational Information
· Help Us Share the ACB 2026 Experience!
· Thank You from the Auction Committee!
· ACB to Distribute Ray-Ban Meta AI Glasses to Blind Veterans in St. Louis
· March to the Arch
· Virtual Information Desk Help
· Drop by the MMS Booth at Convention
· Ray Therapeutics Hosts Focus Groups
· Opportunity Is Knocking! Will You Answer? 
· Shape the Future of Accessible Streaming
· Registration Is Now Open for the Audio Description Institute

Blindness-Related Information
· Summer Savings Are Here
· TechSAge Interview Study for Older Adults
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[bookmark: HelpUsSharetheACB2026Experience]Help Us Share the ACB 2026 Experience!

Attending the ACB Conference and Convention? We'd love your help capturing the excitement! Whether you're participating in an ACB tour, attending a special event, or connecting with friends, snap a photo or record a short video.

When posting on social media, use #ACB2026 and #ACB65Years, and be sure to tag @ACBNational so we can follow and share your posts. If it's easier to have us share them for you, send photos and video shorts to 
communications@acb.org for possible use in convention coverage, social media, and future ACB publications.

Help us celebrate 65 years of ACB by sharing the moments, memories, and connections that make our convention special!

[bookmark: ThankYouofromtheAuctionCommittee]Thank You from the Auction Committee!

The Auction Committee would like to say, "Thank You!" We appreciate all of the wonderful donations from affiliates, vendors, members, and friends of ACB. There were 225 items, featuring homemade goodies, jewelry, technology, and crafts.

Every donation helps ACB continue its work of bringing people together, advocating, and creating opportunities for people who are blind or have low vision. Your support strengthens our community and helps make a lasting impact on our everyday lives. 

Once again, thank you for supporting ACB's 20th Anniversary Auction with your generous contributions.
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The American Council of the Blind is proud to partner with Meta and the Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) to distribute Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses to eligible veterans who are blind during the upcoming 2026 ACB Conference and Convention in St. Louis.

The distribution will take place on Monday, July 27, from 1 to 5 p.m. CT at the Hyatt St. Louis at The Arch in downtown St. Louis. Eligible veterans can receive Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses at no cost while supplies last and a complimentary day pass to the ACB convention for July 27. 

To receive a pair of Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses at the July 27 distribution event, individuals must provide proof of military service, acknowledge legal blindness, and own a compatible smart phone.

For more details about the Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses distribution, visit https://www.acb.org/glasses. 

[bookmark: MarchtotheArch]March to the Arch
2026 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk

It's not too late! ACB is more than halfway to our goal of $65,000. Join us with our annual Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk.

The Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk is more than a tradition — it’s a powerful way to support the mission of the American Council of the Blind. The Walk will take place next Monday, July 27, as part of the ACB National Convention, with both in-person and virtual participants.

The walk honors Brenda Dillon, a beloved leader whose passion for community, inclusion, and service continues to inspire us all. 

Every step makes a difference — and so does every donation.

Give today and help us build a more accessible, inclusive future. 

Special thanks to Macular Degeneration for being a generous Walk Sponsor.

For more information on the walk and how you can help, please visit https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E144393&id=109 or find it under "Top Links" at acb.org.

[bookmark: VirtualInfoDeskHelp]Virtual Information Desk Help

If anyone needs virtual assistance, please contact 1-888-777-6730.

[bookmark: DropbytheMMSBoothatConvention]Drop by the MMS Booth at Convention

If you’re attending ACB’s Conference and Convention in St. Louis, don’t forget to stop by the MMS (monthly monetary support) booth in the exhibit hall. Sign up to donate at least $10 a month (up to 50 percent of which can go back to your affiliate), increase your donation, or just get information about the program. Not sure, but there might be some giveaways at the booth!

Attending the convention virtually? No problem. Call 1-888-999-3190 or email askacbmms@gmail.com, leave your name, email address and a phone number where we can reach you. Tell us how much you want to donate or increase your donation, and whether you want all of it to go to ACB or you want to split it with an affiliate. 

Whatever you do, make sure to do it by July 31 to be eligible for prizes. And stay tuned for a contest to be announced at the convention.  
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Ray Therapeutics is a clinical stage pharmaceutical company developing vision restoration therapies for patients with retinal degenerations, such as RP and Stargardt disease.

As part of our commitment to understanding the experiences, needs, and priorities of the retinal disease community, we are hosting a series of patient focus groups during the ACB convention. There are still some slots available, so get in touch with us soon! 

Focus Group Schedule – Sunday, July 26

Stargardt Disease
· 9 – 10 a.m.
· 3 – 4 p.m.

Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP)
· 11 a.m. – noon
· 1 – 2 p.m.

We welcome individuals living with RP or Stargardt disease to participate and share their experiences and learn about Ray Therapeutics' ongoing commitment to research and current clinical trials.

If you are interested in joining a focus group, please email rachel.retajczyk@ray-tx.com with your name and preferred session time. 
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The ACB INSPIRE Mentoring Program is seeking eager applicants for the 2026-2027 Cohort that officially begins on September 17, 2026. Read below for very important details.

If you would benefit from an overview of the program, prepare to tune into our presentation scheduled for Saturday, August 1, 2026 at 4 p.m. Eastern on the ACB Community platform. The community schedule will be published the day prior to the event. To ensure that you receive the daily schedule, subscribe by sending an email message to community@acb.org. 

Applications will be accepted from July 17th through August 19th. The 2026-2027 cohort will be selected by September 2nd, and the program year will begin on September 17th. Activities will conclude on June 17, 2027. The program culminates with a virtual graduation ceremony during the virtual week of the ACB Conference and Convention.

INSPIRE refers to “Imagine, Nurture, Support, Prepare, Influence, Reflect, and Evolve.” 
 
The ACB INSPIRE mentoring program serves as a roadmap and places an emphasis on aiding and guiding potential leaders to expand their involvement at the local, state and/or national level. Members are urged to apply to become a Guide/Mentor or Explorer/Mentee.

ACB INSPIRE Applicant Criteria:
 
To serve as a Guide or mentor, applicants must meet the following criteria:
· An ACB member for 7 consecutive years or more
· Current on membership dues
· Have at least 5 years of confirmed leadership experience within ACB, one of its affiliates or chapters. 
· Submit name and contact information for a reference when first applying to serve as a Guide.
· Have personal knowledge of ACB’s History, Mission, Purpose, and Core Values
· Agree to meet with designated Explorer/Mentee at least twice a month 
· Conduct effective goal setting meetings with a designated explorer/mentee.
· Agree to keep all communication with explorer/mentee private and confidential
· Agree to attend and participate in scheduled group empowerment sessions, including quarterly Check Point Meetings. Office Hours feedback sessions are optional.
· Agree to submit a monthly report to the ACB Mentoring Team on Guide-Explorer progress 
· Agree to complete end of program evaluations 

To qualify as an Explorer or mentee, applicants must meet the following criteria:
· An ACB member for at least 2 consecutive years (membership in an ACB state or special-interest affiliate, or chapter is applicable)
· Current on membership dues
· Demonstrate an eagerness to learn and grow
· Faithfully attend and participate in goal-setting sessions with a designated guide/mentor
· Agree to meet with Guide/Mentor at least twice a month
· Agree to attend and participate in group empowerment sessions, including quarterly Check Point Meetings. Office Hours feedback sessions are optional.
· Agree to submit a monthly report to the ACB Mentoring Team on Guide-Explorer progress 
· Agree to complete end of program evaluations.

Instructions:
When completing your application, you will be asked for your email address at the beginning and in the contact information section of the form. Be sure to include your email address in both places so that you will receive the email indicating that your application has been submitted, and so that the team has a way to reach you. 

Below are the links to the two Inspire application forms for this year.
 
Mentee/Explorer application:
https://forms.gle/Pr1PZan7vVciE1Ld9
 
Mentor/Guide application:
https://forms.gle/jnrCbG62u2pEbmY76
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We need your voice! The Audio Description Project (ADP) is launching a comprehensive survey to capture the real-world experiences of blind and low vision (BLV) consumers using popular streaming services.

Why This Survey Matters

While streaming entertainment has expanded massively, navigating the platforms themselves is inconsistent and often remains a challenge. This survey is designed to gather data and to help streaming service providers understand exactly where blind and low vision users face barriers within the specific service user platform interface.

With the data collected, we will be able to:
· Provide detailed, platform-specific feedback to individual streaming services regarding usability and accessibility issues.
· Develop industry best practices.
· Positively influence the consumer experience and make these platforms easier and more intuitive for everyone.

What to Expect

The survey begins with basic demographic information, followed by identifying questions on which streaming services you use, and then specific questions on your overall user experience with each of those services.
· Who should take the survey? Anyone who watches audio-described content on a streaming service. You do not have to be blind or low vision to take this survey.
· How long will it take? If you only use a few streaming platforms, the survey will be relatively short. If you use a wide variety of services, it may take a bit longer.
· Our Request: We strongly encourage you to provide data for every service you actively use. Having a robust pool of data for each individual platform gives us the data needed to support meaningful changes.

Select this link to take the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G3NPR5C

We know surveys can feel tedious and take time out of your day, but your input directly benefits the collective BLV community. We deeply appreciate your participation and do not take your time or effort for granted.

Important Dates & Contact Info:
· Survey Launches: July 10, 2026
· Survey Closes: Monday, August 31, 2026

Questions or Issues?

If you run into any technical difficulties or have questions about the survey, please feel free to reach out directly to Renee Arrington-Johnson at renee@acbo.org.
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Registration is now open for the Audio Description Project’s 25th Audio Description Institute, taking place virtually September 14-18 from 1–5 p.m. Eastern time. The fee is $575; two scholarships are available (details below). To ensure a high-quality learning experience, space is limited, so don’t forget to secure your place.
 
Registration will close on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, and the Zoom links to attend the institute will be emailed later that week. Space is limited, so register using the link below.

Click to register now!


Two full scholarships are available; priority will be given to people with disabilities. To be considered for a scholarship, please send an email outlining how and why you are a strong candidate, including your reason for requesting financial assistance and your plans for implementing what you’ve learned in the ADI. Send the email to audiodescription@acb.org by August 23, 2026. Applicants will be notified of the status of their request for assistance by September 1, 2026.
 
Questions? Contact Dr. Joel Snyder: jsnyder@audiodescribe.com.
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[bookmark: SummerSavingsAreHere]Summer Savings Are Here

From July 3rd through the 31st, enjoy special savings on select HumanWare assistive technology products, including popular solutions for reading, magnification, braille, audio, and navigation.

Shop online to take advantage of promotional pricing on selected products, plus free shipping on eligible U.S. orders.

If you’re attending the ACB convention, stop by the HumanWare booth to explore our products in person and GET AN EXTRA 5% OFF eligible booth items.

[bookmark: TechSAgeInterviewStudyforOlderAdults]TechSAge Interview Study for Older Adults

Our research center, TechSAge, is funded by the U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services. We are conducting an interview study that explores the everyday activities and challenges of older adults with vision difficulties.
 
The study consists of two parts: 1) questionnaires (~30-60 minutes) and 2) an interview (~1.5-2 hours). You can complete the interview remotely via phone call or video call.  Participants will be compensated $50 in Amazon e-codes or an alternative payment option (e.g. a check).  
 
Participants in this study must: 
· Be over age 60  
· Able to complete interview in spoken English via phone or Zoom video (with captions) 
· Live in the United States 
· Have difficulty seeing even when wearing glasses or contact lenses, OR unable to see; Individuals who are completely blind are still able to participate 
· Have had the vision difficulty for at least 10 years  
· Have vision difficulty that affects performance of daily activities 
 
If you are interested in participating in this research study, please email access-study@illinois.edu or call at: (217) 265-0150 (voice call). 
