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[bookmark: RegistrationClosesTODAY2026Conv]Registration Closes TODAY for the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention!
 
Registration for the 2026 American Council of the Blind Conference and Convention closes on Monday, July 6th, at 11:59 p.m. Central time. That's today! The hotel block is now CLOSED.
 
The discounted registration fee for ACB members is $55, and $70 for non-members. If you are not a member, you can join ACB as a member-at-large for $10, enabling you to save $5. Members are also given priority for tour registration. This should be done as soon as possible by calling (612) 332-3242. Or register at members.acb.org. Log into your account and click on Register for the 2026 Conference and Convention.

[bookmark: TourUpdates]Tour Updates

If you plan to join the convention in person in St. Louis, here is a list of available tours:

Friday, July 24
History Museum

Saturday, July 25
Grant’s Farm
City Bus Tour I at 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, July 26
Museum of Transportation
City Bus Tour III at 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, July 28
Missouri School for the Blind

Registration closes tonight at 11:59 p.m. Central time. 

[bookmark: ACBCelebrates65Years]ACB Celebrates 65 Years of Advocacy and Impact

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) proudly celebrates its 65th anniversary, marking more than six decades of advancing independence, security, equality of opportunity, and quality of life for people who are blind or have low vision.

Founded on July 7, 1961, ACB has grown into one of the nation's leading consumer-driven advocacy organizations, with more than 8,000 members and a nationwide network of state and special-interest affiliates. Together, ACB and its members advocate for laws, policies, and innovations that expand accessibility and create a more inclusive society.

Throughout its history, ACB has helped shape policies that have transformed opportunities for people who are blind or have low vision. The organization has advocated for landmark legislation, including the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act.

ACB's advocacy efforts have driven meaningful improvements in everyday life, including greater accessibility in voting, transportation, healthcare, sports, entertainment, and digital technology. ACB continues to be at the forefront of advancing accessibility in websites, software, mobile applications, and emerging technologies, working closely with government agencies and private industry.

"ACB and its members have been at the forefront of advancing civil rights, accessibility, and opportunity for people who are blind or have low vision,” said ACB Executive Director Scott Thornhill. “As we celebrate those accomplishments, we are equally excited about the future and the role ACB will play in shaping emerging technologies, expanding access, and creating a more inclusive world for generations to come.” 

ACB also delivers programs and services that expand access and help build community. Through the Audio Description Project, ACB has helped drive the growth of audio description across television, film, streaming media, museums, and the performing arts. ACB Community connects thousands of participants through virtual events, while scholarships and mentorship programs help develop future leaders. Through its Accessibility Consulting and Compliance Services program, ACB also helps organizations create more accessible experiences.

For 65 years, ACB has amplified the voices of people who are blind or have low vision and demonstrated the power of collective advocacy. As the organization looks to the future, it remains committed to building a more accessible, inclusive, and equitable world for all.

Learn more at https://www.ACB.org.  

[bookmark: ACBExpressesDeepConcernatDeptofEd]ACB Expresses Its Deep Concern Regarding the Department of Education Decision

Alexandria, Va., June 30, 2026 — The American Council of the Blind (ACB) is deeply concerned about the potential consequences of transferring the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) and the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) out of the U.S. Department of Education.

These offices play a vital role in ensuring that students who are blind or have low vision receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) and that individuals who are blind or have low vision have access to the vocational rehabilitation (VR) services they need to prepare for and obtain competitive, integrated employment. Students and job seekers who are blind or have low vision already face significant barriers to education and employment. Weakening or disrupting the systems that support them would put those opportunities at further risk.

The U.S. Department of Education has decades of expertise, experience, and institutional knowledge in administering and overseeing these critical programs. By contrast, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, where OSERS would be transferred, does not have the expertise and institutional knowledge to effectively oversee these essential services and ensure that blind and low vision students and transition-age adults receive the best services to become successful and independent members of their communities.

ACB strongly urges the Department of Education to retain OSERS and OCR, where they can continue providing effective oversight and ensuring that people who are blind or have low vision receive the educational and vocational rehabilitation services they deserve.

[bookmark: VotingNowOpenfortheADPplsChoiceAwards]Voting Is Now Open for the 2026 Audio Description People’s Choice Awards

The 2026 Audio Description People’s Choice Award finalist voting is officially open! The winners will be revealed during the 2026 ACB Audio Description Awards Gala, which will take place virtually on November 12 at 7:30 p.m. ET. 
 
Five AD People’s Choice Award finalists in each category (films and series) have been chosen to compete for the 2026 award. The finalists represent the top titles selected through an open nomination process that took place in April.
 
The finalists are:
 
Films: 
· Final Destination: Bloodlines
· Happy Gilmore 2
· Project Hail Mary
· The Roses
· Undertone
 
Series:
· I Love LA
· NCIS
· Primal
· Shifting Gears
· Stranger Things
 
Access finalists’ clips with AD: 
https://adawardsgala.org/2026-audio-description-peoples-choice-award-finalists/
 
Cast your vote online: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026-Peoples-Choice-Finalists
 
Vote by phone: (202) 467-5081
 
Voting ends on Sunday, July 19, at 11:59 p.m. ET. One vote per person, please!
 
For more information about the 2026 AD Awards Gala, visit www.ADAwardsGala.org.

[bookmark: CandidatesForumThisWednesday]Candidates’ Forum Is This Wednesday

The Candidates’ Forum is this Wednesday, July 8th, at 7 p.m. Central time. Listen on ACB Media 1, and check the community events list for the Zoom information.

Candidates for the Board of Directors are:
Jennifer Bazer, West Columbia, SC
Gabriel Lopez Kafati, Miami Lakes, FL
Terry Pacheco, Silver Spring, MD
Rachel Schroeder, Springfield, IL
Koni Sims, Sioux Falls, SD
Sheila Young, Orlando, FL

The Board of Publications candidates are:
Deborah Armstrong, Milpitas, CA
Jeff Bishop, Tucson, AZ
Meka White, Cortlandt Manor, NY

You can also read their information at https://www.acb.org/candidates-pages-2026-elections. 

[bookmark: LookingForwardtotheSummerAuction]Looking Forward to the Summer Auction

We are so excited for our 20th anniversary of the ACB Summer Auction. We will have two days of the appetizer auction starting on Thursday, July 9th and Friday, July 10th, with the main auction on Saturday, July 11th starting at 5 p.m. Eastern time. If you have any questions, please reach out to Leslie Spoone via email, lesliespoone@cfl.rr.com, or call her at (407) 929-9837. Happy bidding!

[bookmark: DescriptionsforAnnualSummerAuction]Descriptions for Annual Summer Auction Now Available on ACB Media 8

The descriptions of the items to be auctioned during the 2026 Annual Summer Auction can now be heard on ACB Media 8 and are also available as podcasts. The descriptions air on ACB Media 8 every three hours according to the following schedule (all times are Eastern time):

Appetizer Auction – Day 1, July 9 - 10
12:00 AM, 3:00 AM, 6:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 3:00 PM, 6:00 PM, 9:00 PM

Appetizer Auction – Day 2, July 10 - 11
12:40 AM, 3:40 AM, 6:40 AM, 9:40 AM, 12:40 PM, 3:40 PM, 6:40 PM, 9:40 PM

Main Live Summer Auction, July 11
1:20 AM, 4:20 AM, 7:20 AM, 10:20 AM, 1:20 PM, 4:20 PM, 7:20 PM, 10:20 PM

The podcasts can be accessed directly using the following links:
· 2026 Summer Appetizer Auction Day 1
· 2026 Summer Appetizer Auction Day 2
· 2026 Summer Main Auction Descriptions

The auction lists are also available online. They may be found as follows:

Appetizer Auction, Day 1 (July 9th): https://www.acb.org/2026-summer-appetizer-auction-day-one
Appetizer Auction Day 2 (July 10th): https://www.acb.org/2026-summer-appetizer-auction-day-two 
ACB Summer Auction, July 11th: https://www.acb.org/2026-summer-auction 

Thank you for your generous support!

[bookmark: HelpUsSharetheACB2026Experience]Help Us Share the ACB 2026 Experience!

Attending the ACB Conference and Convention? We'd love your help capturing the excitement! Whether you're participating in an ACB tour, attending a special event, or connecting with friends, snap a photo or record a short video.

When posting on social media, use #ACB2026 and #ACB65Years, and be sure to tag @ACBNational so we can follow and share your posts. If it's easier to have us share them for you, send photos and video shorts to 
communications@acb.org for possible use in convention coverage, social media, and future ACB publications.

Help us celebrate 65 years of ACB by sharing the moments, memories, and connections that make our convention special!

[bookmark: AudioRecordingsofResosAmendments]Audio Recordings of Standing Rules, Proposed Resolutions, Bylaw Amendments Now Available

Website, Audio, and Podcast Recordings﻿
﻿
To help everyone prepare for the business meetings at the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention, the proposed bylaw amendments, resolutions, and standing rules are now on the ACB website, both in English and Spanish. You can access them now at 2026 Proposed Resolutions, Bylaws, and Standing Rules. Or visit https://www.acb.org/2026-proposed-resolutions-bylaws-and-standing-rules.

Audio recordings of the proposed resolutions and proposed bylaw amendments are also available both as podcasts and on ACB Media 9. Please stay tuned for the Spanish-translated versions.

The resolutions are presented in the order in which they will be introduced during the convention:
· Resolution 2026-05 – Voluntary Best Practice Guidelines for Self-Description in Professional and Educational Settings
· Resolution 2026-03 – Amazon Disability Access Line
· Resolution 2026-04 – Funding to Institute of Museums and Library Services

The proposed 2026 ACB Bylaw Amendments are also available in a separate audio recording.

ACB Media 9 Schedule
· The three resolutions air every hour at the top of the hour.
· The proposed bylaw amendments air every hour at 15 minutes past the hour.

You can listen to ACB Media 9 in several ways:
· On an Alexa device, say: "Alexa, ask ACB Media to play 9."
· Through the embedded audio player at: Direct Access to ACB Media 9
· The iOS app “ACB Link” available free via the App Store

Podcasts

Resolutions 2026-05, 2026-03, and 2026-04:
Resolutions 2026-05, 2026-03, and 2026-04 Podcast

2026 Proposed ACB Bylaw Amendments:
2026 Proposed ACB Bylaw Amendments Podcast

The podcasts were published to the “ACB Business” podcast feed: 
RSS: https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-business

We encourage all members to listen to these recordings in advance of the convention so they are familiar with the proposals that will be debated and voted upon during the business meetings.

[bookmark: AssistanceattheAirportAmtrak]Assistance at the Airport, Amtrak Station

If you are coming to the 2026 ACB Convention, ACB wants to ensure that you have assistance at the airport from the gate to your preferred method of ground transportation. Margarine would also like to know if you are arriving via train at the Amtrak station and would like assistance.

The information needed, whether you are flying or taking the train, is shown below.
· Your name
· The name of the airline or train you will be arriving on
· The city you will be traveling from
· Your arrival flight number
· Your cell phone number
· Departure date
· Departure time
· Departure airline

Margarine is unable to take last-minute assistance requests, so please contact her by July 10th. Send her an e-mail with "airline or Amtrak information" in the subject line at oleo501625@outlook.com, or call her at (512) 921-1625.

[bookmark: VoterCodestoBeSentOutNextWeek]Voter Codes to Be Sent Out Next Week

Unique voter codes will be emailed to members with email addresses on July 13th by 6 p.m. Eastern. The subject line will be: Ballot-ACB unique voter code. Be sure to check your spam or junk folder. Call (612) 332-3242 on July 15 if you didn’t receive your code.  

Codes will be sent only once!! Keep it where you can find it.

[bookmark: ACBConventionVoting]ACB 2026 National Conference and Convention Voting

· Anyone registered as a member with the National office by June 12th, 2026 is eligible to vote. 
· On June 22, letters were mailed to members who don’t have email explaining how to request a voter code. Members without email should call the MN office at (612) 332-3242 by July 6 to receive their code in time to vote. 
· Unique voter codes will be emailed to members with email addresses on July 13th by 6:00 p.m. EDT. The Subject is: Ballot-ACB unique voter code. Check your spam or junk folder. Call (612) 332-3242 on July 15 if you didn’t receive your code.  
· Codes will be sent only once!! Keep it where you can find it. 

Schedule for Virtual Days

All times listed below are Central Daylight Time (CDT). 

Monday, July 13, 2026 
· 7:00 p.m.: Call to order, reading and adoption of the standing rules, adoption of the convention program, first reading of the credentials report, and affiliate roll call
· 8:30 p.m.: Nominating committee 

Tuesday, July 14, 2026 
· 7:00 p.m.: Nominating Committee Report. Final Credentials report. Resolutions will be debated, and votes will be taken using the Raise hand in Zoom. First reading of proposed Bylaw amendments.

Wednesday, July 15, 2026 
· 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.:  Mock election to practice using the Vote Now system.
· 7:00 p.m.: Elections until there is a contested election. Reading and debate of proposed Bylaw amendments

Thursday, July 16, 2026   
· 2:00 – 6:00 p.m.: Individual voting: first contested election; any resolutions requiring a record vote; constitution and bylaw amendments that have been debated. 
· 7:00 p.m.: Affiliate vote. Elections until there is a contested election. Reading and debate of remaining proposed Bylaw amendments. 

Friday, July 17, 2026  
· 2:00 – 6:00 p.m.: Individual voting: contested election; remaining by-law amendments that have been debated. 
· 7:00 p.m.: Affiliate vote. Any resolutions or bylaw amendments that have not been considered will be read and debated.

Hybrid Schedule

Saturday, July 25, 2026
· Elections – until there is a contested election

Sunday, July 26, 2026
· 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.: individual vote – election

Monday, July 27, 2026
· 9:00 a.m.: Affiliate vote – elections resume
· 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.: Individual vote – election

Tuesday, July 28, 2026
· 9 a.m.: Affiliate vote – elections continue
· 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.: Individual vote – election

Wednesday, July 29, 2026
· 9 a.m.: Affiliate vote – elections continue
· 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.: Individual vote – election

Thursday, July 30, 2026
· 9:00 a.m.: Affiliate vote – elections continue if needed
· Noon to 2:00 p.m.: Individual vote election
· 2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.: Affiliate vote 

[bookmark: DropbytheMMSBoothatConvention]Drop by the MMS Booth at Convention

If you’re attending ACB’s Conference and Convention in St. Louis, don’t forget to stop by the MMS (monthly monetary support) booth in the exhibit hall. Sign up to donate at least $10 a month (up to 50 percent of which can go back to your affiliate), increase your donation, or just get information about the program. Not sure, but there might be some giveaways at the booth!

Attending the convention virtually? No problem. Call 1-888-999-3190 or email askacbmms@gmail.com, leave your name, email address and a phone number where we can reach you. Tell us how much you want to donate or increase your donation, and whether you want all of it to go to ACB or you want to split it with an affiliate. 

Whatever you do, make sure to do it by July 31 to be eligible for prizes. 

And stay tuned for a contest to be announced at the convention.  

[bookmark: UZURVRiderAppreciationFeedback]UZURV Rider Appreciation and Feedback

UZURV is a rideshare provider, built from the ground up, to provide transportation that works for people with disabilities, including those who are blind or have low-vision. Since our founding in 2017, we have expanded to serve approximately 40 communities in 16 states and the District of Columbia, including 10 of the top 20 paratransit markets in the country. In 2024, we launched the UZURV Ride app, and we look forward to serving more riders in more communities in the future. We have three goals for this session. First, we want to acknowledge and thank our riders who have helped us learn and grow over the years. Second, we are seeking feedback on what you enjoy about our service, and what you would like to see us improve or expand. Finally, we want to introduce a free online toolkit that you can use to advocate for better transportation in your community. To attend, you must be a current UZURV rider, and you must register online at https://uzurv.com/rider-conference-event/. There are 12 slots available, so please sign up today.

[bookmark: SavetheDate]Save the Date! 

The 28th Audio Description Institute will take place September 14-18, 2026. 

Whether you're new to audio description or a seasoned professional, the Audio Description Institute is an opportunity to expand your knowledge, sharpen your skills, and connect with leaders and peers from across the field. 

Registration opens later this month, so be sure to follow the Audio Description Project of the American Council of the Blind on social media for updates and additional announcements. 

Want to learn more about ADP? Visit our site at https://adp.acb.org/.

[bookmark: AffiliateInformation]Affiliate Information

[bookmark: ACBNextGenCandidatesForum]ACB Next Generation Hosting Its 3rd Annual Candidates Forum

ACB Next Generation will once again be hosting its 3rd annual Candidates Forum on Thursday, July 9th at 9 p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Pacific. The Zoom and streaming information will be included on the ACB Community schedule. 

What makes our Candidates Forum special is that our NextGen members are involved with generating questions for the event. We have already received quite a few questions, and we are excited to get to know the future leaders of the American Council of the Blind. 

All candidates who have submitted content for their personal Candidate Page will be receiving an email with details regarding their participation in the event. If you are considering running for any of the open positions up for election this year and you did not complete a Candidate Page for ACB, we kindly ask that you notify us no later than Monday, July 6th. While we understand that anything is possible and fully support individuals running from the floor, our team wants to make sure we have adequate time allotted for everyone participating in this year's event and be sure all participants receive important details in a timely manner. If you fit into this category, please send your contact information and a short bio to acbnextgen@gmail.com. We will feature you in our “Countdown to the Candidates Forum” emails beginning this week.  

[bookmark: BlindnessRelatedInformation]Blindness-Related Information

[bookmark: JobVacancyatNLS]Job Vacancy at NLS

Job Title: Business Analyst
Closing Date: July 14, 2026
Series & Grade: GS-1101-13 
Position Information: Permanent - Position
NLS Org:  National Library Services Blind/Print Disabled, Library Collections and Services Group.

Interested applicants can view the electronic version of the NLS vacancy announcements and other Library of Congress vacancies via the following link: https://www.usajobs.gov/job/874915100

[bookmark: UpdatestotheNemethCode]Updates to the Nemeth Code

The Nemeth Braille Code for Mathematics and Science Notation 2022, the specialized braille system to read and write mathematical and scientific notation, seems so vast that it is often easy to miss small changes that can make a big difference in accurately teaching, transcribing, or applying the code. Susan Osterhaus, Texas Statewide Mathematics Consultant and Member of the BANA Nemeth Code Technical Committee and Maylene Bird, Secondary Mathematics Teacher at Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, wrote an article summarizing "What's New in the Nemeth Code?" They highlight key changes that impact teachers and students who are teaching or learning math and science concepts. Please check out the article in the Fall 2025 issue of TX SenseAbilities, TSBVI's magazine, in English and Spanish. Or watch for the September issue of “The ACB Braille Forum,” which will include the full article.

[bookmark: AFBPresentsNYPremiereofPossibilities]AFB Presents New York Premiere of Possibilities

On June 27th, the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) presented the New York premiere of Possibilities, a groundbreaking documentary that explores what independence means today through the lives of blind and low-vision artists, educators, advocates, and professionals. The event took place at the historic venue where Helen Keller once spoke and where she maintained ties to the Carnegie family. 

The documentary re-examines Keller's often-overlooked adult legacy as a global advocate. Through her decades-long work with AFB, Keller became a powerful voice for independence and opportunity, traveling to more than 50 countries to advance education, employment, and accessibility for people who were blind or deaf. Her influence continues to shape what independence looks like today.

"Helen Keller broke the mold, and it created a new beginning for people with disabilities around the world," said Tony Stephens, producer of Possibilities, cast member, and Assistant Vice President of Communications. "This film shows that her legacy is not confined to history books — it lives on through people who are working, creating, leading, and contributing to their communities every day."

Possibilities is now available on Apple TV, Prime Video, Tubi, Biblio+, and Kanopy. Learn more about Possibilities at afb.org/possibilities.

[bookmark: RequestforParticipationinResearchStudy]Request for Participation in Research Project

Drs. Beth Jones and Belinda Rudinger from the Department of Psychology and Special Education at East Texas A&M University invite you to participate in a research study. The purpose of this research is to explore the perceptions of adults with visual impairments/blindness regarding testing accommodations for high stakes tests. 

The following information is provided in order to help you decide whether to participate. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. As an adult with a visual impairment or blindness, your part in the study will be to complete a brief survey. You will be asked questions about demographics, your experience obtaining testing accommodations, the appropriateness of the allowed accommodations, and recommendations for improving the testing experience. 

Participation in this study will contribute to professional knowledge and potentially inform professional preparation for teachers of students with visual impairments as well as the provision of testing accommodations. Survey participants will have the opportunity to include their email address to be entered into a drawing for one of three $20 gift cards, to be awarded by January 31, 2027. Interview participants will receive a $20 gift card at the end of their interview session.

Please reach out with any questions to Beth.Jones@etamu.edu or Belinda.Rudinger@etamu.edu. 

To participate in this research study, please complete the survey by October 1, 2026 at the following link: https://qualtrics.etamu.edu/jfe/form/SV_5su6POSLrctcDjM
