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Have you ever wondered what might happen if blind and low vision teens had the opportunity to spend several days surrounded by mentors, peers, role models, and families who truly understand their journey?

STEP 2026 (Strengthen Teens, Elevate Potential) was created to answer that question.

Taking place July 26–29, 2026, during the ACB convention in St. Louis, STEP is a unique leadership and transition program for blind and low vision students entering 9th grade through graduating seniors and their parents or guardians.

Through interactive sessions, discussions, mentorship, and shared experiences, students will explore:
· Identity and self-confidence
· Self-advocacy and leadership
· Technology and independence
· Career exploration and future planning
· Building meaningful connections with peers and mentors

Parents will participate in a dedicated track designed to help them navigate the transition to adulthood while connecting with other families and learning practical strategies for supporting independence and success.

More than anything, STEP is about helping students and families recognize what is possible.

We are currently seeking interested students and families. If you know a blind or low vision teen who could benefit from this experience, please share this opportunity and encourage them to complete the interest form to reserve their spot.

Concerned about cost? Families are encouraged to begin by working with their vocational rehabilitation counselor or state agency for the blind. If funding is not available through those sources, we will work with families to explore other options. We do not want finances to stand in the way of participation.

Learn more and save a spot:
https://acbconvention.org/?p=125 

You can help us make STEP 2026 a success by sharing this opportunity with:
· Families
· Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments (TVIs)
· Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors
· Blindness agencies and organizations
· Anyone working with blind and low vision teens

Together, we can help the next generation build confidence, connections, and a vision for the future.

Questions? Contact Cindy Hollis at chollis@acb.org. 
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The ACB 2026 Candidates’ Page is now up and available for all to read. Visit https://www.acb.org/candidates-pages-2026-elections to see the questions the candidates answered, then scroll down and choose the candidate whose page you’d like to read. There are six people vying for seats on the Board of Directors, and three running for seats on the Board of Publications. 

Your next opportunity to meet the candidates is the Candidates’ Forum, which will be held on Wednesday, July 8 at 7 p.m. Central time. Mark your calendars, and keep an eye on the community events schedule!

Elections will be held throughout the convention. The Candidates’ Page will remain up through the end of convention.
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The Audio Described Tour Channel is scheduled to begin on ACB Media 7 on Sunday, July 5, 2026, and will run through mid-August. Each day features a different set of tours, with each tour airing three times daily at eight-hour intervals.
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If you are coming to the 2026 American Council of the Blind Conference and Convention, ACB wants to ensure that you have assistance at the airport from the gate to your preferred method of ground transportation. Read on for more details.

To assist airline personnel and Margarine Beaman and her cadre of airport volunteers, if you would like assistance when you arrive at the airport, please submit the following information. If you have a connecting flight, Margarine will need the information for all flights.

· Your name
· The name of the airline you will be arriving on
· The city you will be traveling from
· Your arrival flight number
· Your cell phone number
· Departure date
· Departure time
· Departure airline

You can send Margarine Beaman an e-mail with "airline information" in the subject line at oleo501625@outlook.com, or call her at (512) 921-1625.
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This past weekend, ACB’s Caitlin Lee took second place at the Boston Athletic Association (B.A.A.) 10K in the Para T11-T13 (blind and visually impaired) division. The B.A.A. is a leader in para racing, and Caitlin was honored to race alongside some of the fastest athletes in the country!

Inspired by Caitlin’s achievement? Support the 2026 Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk: https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E144393&id=109
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June is here! Now's the time to continue or start the Get Up and Get Moving Committee’s latest fitness challenge: an imaginary “Walk to St. Louis,” where the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention will be held!

There is no registration, and it is free to enter! You may enter as an individual or as an affiliate, and we’re awarding TWO $50 Visa Gift Cards — one to a virtual participant or affiliate and one to an in-person attendee or affiliate at the 2026 ACB Convention.

Winning entries will be chosen based on:
· Consistency: walking every day or nearly every day
· Creative storytelling: bring your journey to life by describing the “landmarks” you’d encounter on your imaginary walk to St. Louis
· Distance walked

Deadline:
To enter, just send an email to gugm@mail.acb.org by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on July 6, 2026 sharing your fitness journey during the period of March 6 to July 6. Tell us your story, total distance walked, and the moments that keep you moving. No need to be an expert at fitness as every step counts!

Interactive:
We'd love to hear from you at gugm@mail.acb.org if you'd like to send us an email letting us know you'll be tracking your walking. It is fine to send in your entry for the entire time at the end of the journey on July 6.

The winners will be announced at the ACB Walk on Monday, July 27, 2026 and shortly thereafter on the email lists.
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Exciting news! Meta has announced it will donate Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses to 130,000 blinded veterans nationwide, the largest device donation in the company’s history. ACB is proud to partner with Meta and the Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) to distribute glasses to eligible veterans at the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention. 

Supporting veterans who are blind or have low vision has long been part of ACB’s mission, and we are honored to help connect veterans with technology that can enhance independence and access to information.

We encourage all interested veterans who are blind to register for the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention —visit acbconvention.org for details

Learn more about the partnership and how blinded veterans can receive free Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses: https://about.fb.com/news/2026/06/free-ai-glasses-for-every-blind-veteran/.
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Ray Therapeutics is a clinical stage pharmaceutical company developing vision restoration therapies for patients with retinal degenerations, such as RP and Stargardt disease. As part of our commitment to understanding the experiences, needs, and priorities of the retinal disease community, we are hosting a series of patient focus groups during the ACB convention.

Focus Group Schedule – Sunday, July 26
Stargardt Disease
· 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
· 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP)
· 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
· 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

We welcome individuals living with RP or Stargardt disease to participate and share their experiences and learn about Ray Therapeutics' ongoing commitment to research and current clinical trials.

If you are interested in joining a focus group, please email rachel.retajczyk@ray-tx.com with your name and preferred session time.
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NewHaptics is seeking experienced braille readers to participate in a paid research study comparing reading performance on two types of refreshable braille displays: a multiline refreshable braille display and a standard single-line refreshable braille display.

Eligible participants will read a series of randomized braille sentences on each device and answer questions about their experience. The session takes approximately 45–60 minutes and will be conducted during this year’s ACB convention on Sunday, July 26th at the St. Louis Hyatt Regency Arch Hotel. You will be compensated for your time at a rate of $40/hour. 

If you are interested in participating, have any questions, or would like additional information please reach out via email to:
Co-investigator: Tanner Gritzmaker, NewHaptics Corp.
Email: tanner.gritzmaker@newhaptics.com 
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In addition to their exhibit booth and their session on Wednesday, July 29, Vispero is offering two days of training. Stop by on Sunday, July 26 or Monday, July 27 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Vispero Training Room

Come to the Vispero AI Training Suite to learn how the latest AI features in JAWS, ZoomText, and Fusion can help you navigate and interact with digital content more proficiently. Let Vispero Companion be your personal AI assistant, learn JAWS, ZoomText, Fusion, and other apps, instantly map and get navigation tips when navigating web pages with Page Explorer, get instant image descriptions with Picture Smart AI, label graphics and web page elements with AI Labeler, and get a preview of new AI capabilities coming to Fusion.  
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The Cigna Group is looking for screen reader users interested in participating in a paid user study in an effort to make its digital products more accessible and usable by people with visual impairments. Participants of this study will complete tasks and provide feedback on a health insurance portal where individuals manage their medical plan. This study is looking for participants who are visually impaired and use screen reading software. 

To be eligible for the study, participants need to have private medical insurance (such as United, Cigna, Aetna, etc.) and have experience using an online healthcare portal to manage their medical insurance. Each participant will be compensated with a $100 Amazon e-gift card for taking part in a 60-minute session. These sessions will be held in person at the ACB convention on Tuesday, July 28th. 

All participants of this study should be at least 26 years of age and an iPhone user. If interested, please complete this form. Submitting this form does not guarantee participation in the study. Selected participants will be directly contacted to confirm their participation. If you have questions, please reach out to accessibility@express-scripts.com. Thank you!
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Guide Dog Users, Inc. thanks Nestle-Purina for their generous support of the GDUI Bark-a-Lounge at our convention. Visit the Bark-a-Lounge, open Saturday, July 25, through Tuesday, July 28, 10 a.m. through 5 p.m. Visit with friends (canine and human), grab a snack or some water, meet our plush dogs-in-harness or take a convention break!
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Today marks the 27th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Olmstead v. L.C., which affirmed that the unjustified segregation of people with disabilities is discrimination under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The ruling reinforced the right of people with disabilities to live, work, and participate fully in their communities rather than in institutions. Twenty-seven years later, Olmstead remains one of the most important disability rights decisions in our nation’s history and continues to advance inclusion, independence, and equal opportunity.

This anniversary comes just days after the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Legal Counsel issued a memo challenging longstanding interpretations of the integration mandate and the Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision. ACB is deeply troubled by the memo’s conclusions and its potential implications for the rights of people with disabilities to live in their communities without fear of unnecessary institutionalization.

Despite this recent challenge, we remain committed to defending the rights and freedoms recognized in the Olmstead ruling, and will continue to advocate for policies that promote full participation, independence, and social and economic opportunity for all people with disabilities.
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My name is Peyton Botich, and I am part of a team of Master’s students at Ohio University currently working on a graduate entrepreneurship project focused on improving the live sports experience for blind and low-vision sports fans.

For our project, we are developing a concept called Feel of Play, a tactile sports board designed to help blind and low-vision fans better understand live sporting events through touch, real-time haptic feedback, and additional game context. Our goal is to explore how live sports can become more accessible, independent, and engaging for fans who may not be able to fully follow the action through traditional broadcasts, stadium announcements, or visual cues.

Since our project focuses on making sports more inclusive and accessible, we believe your organization’s perspective and network could provide valuable insight into the real needs and experiences of blind and low-vision sports fans.
We would greatly appreciate it if you would be willing to complete our short survey or share it with anyone in your network who may be able to provide insight, including blind or low-vision sports fans, athletes, advocates, family members, volunteers, or professionals working in accessibility.

The purpose of the survey is to better understand how blind and low-vision individuals currently experience sports, what challenges they face when watching or attending live events, and what improvements would be most meaningful to them.

Survey link: https://qualtricsxmg3d5ws3qs.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8oTJKGnji6OTJdA

This survey should only take a few minutes to complete. Any feedback would be extremely helpful as we work to better understand the needs of the blind and low-vision sports community before developing our concept further.
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Delaware Division for the Visually Impaired (DVI) is hosting Training Center Days, open to everyone, starting on June 26th from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at both the Biggs and Stockley Training Centers.

Experience group and individual training for assistive technology designed to support individuals who are blind or visually impaired. Explore tools that make everyday tasks, education, employment, and communication more accessible.

You will have the opportunity to:

· Participate in group and individual technology training
· Demo assistive technology devices
· Learn how technology supports independence
· Meet training staff and ask questions
· Explore resources available to individuals, families, educators, and community partners

Whether you're seeking services, supporting a loved one, or simply interested in learning more, we welcome you to attend. Registration is not required.

See. Learn. Experience. Empower.

Locations & Addresses:

Biggs Training Center, 1901 North DuPont Hwy, Biggs Building (Door #3), New Castle, DE 19720

Stockley Training Center, 102 Waples Way (off Patriots Way), Georgetown, DE 19947
Paratransit address: 26468 Waples Way (Bldg. 102), Stockley Center Campus, Georgetown, DE 19947

Starting in July, Training Center Days will be on the 1st Monday and the 3rd Friday of every month from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Thank you, and we hope you can join us!
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The U.S. Access Board’s webinar, Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG, was last week, but the webinar recording and presentation materials are available in the archives. In this webinar, the presenter reviewed the requirements in PROWAG for accessible pedestrian signals. This webinar included video remote interpreting (VRI) and real-time captioning. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Other archived copies of previous Board webinars are also available on the site.

