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[bookmark: ACBWelcomesBrianKempfer]ACB Welcomes Brian Kempfer as Legal Counsel 

After a very thorough search, we have hired our Legal Counsel to join the ACB team. Brian Kempfer will start on June 8th.

Brian earned his Bachelor of Arts in history from Bowling Green State University in Ohio (where he was awarded a scholarship from ACB Ohio!). Brian earned his law degree from the University of Michigan Law School. He has been practicing law at a large law firm in Washington, D.C. for about a decade, where he has represented clients in complex civil lawsuits and sensitive investigations. During that time, he represented a class of thousands of deaf and hard of hearing prisoners in the Michigan prison system, ensuring them access to effective communication during high stakes proceedings like disciplinary hearings and religious services. 

He was also a part of a team that successfully challenged an Ohio law that improperly prevented a disabled voter from choosing the person of their choice to assist them with returning their absentee ballots. Additionally, he helped lead a team that represented a group of disability rights organizations and scholars in filing a friend of the court brief in the U.S. Supreme Court that explained to the justices some of the barriers to accessing medical care and higher medical risks faced by people with disabilities. During law school, he interned for the Disability Rights Section at the U.S. Department of Justice where he helped investigate violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

In his spare time, Brian enjoys reading (especially science fiction, fantasy, histories, and mysteries), going to plays (especially musicals), and acting as a judge for college mock trial competitions.

[bookmark: ManyWaystoJoinACB]Many Ways to Join ACB

Membership in one of our state or special-interest affiliates or as an ACB member at large gives you the tools, community, and voice to live fully and independently.

One of the most important benefits of membership is the opportunity to help shape the future of ACB. Our organization is built on the principle that every member has a voice in the decisions that guide our work and priorities.

Members can participate in ACB governance by voting in elections, holding elected office, serving on national committees, and helping develop the programs, policies, and initiatives that move our organization forward.

To be eligible to vote at the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention, be sure to join by June 12, the member-of-record date. New members who join by June 12 can also receive a discount on registration for the convention. Learn more at https://acbconvention.org. 

Belong. Connect. Thrive. Membership gives you the tools, community, and voice. Join today at https://acb.org/join-ACB and access a list of our affiliates at https://www.acb.org/affiliates.

[bookmark: LookingtoShareaRoomatConvention]Looking to Share a Room at Convention?

Are you looking to share a room at the Hyatt in St. Louis? If so, please contact Janet Dickelman via email at janet.dickelman@gmail.com.

I’ll need your name, along with whether you have a room reserved, if you have a guide dog, if you mind sharing a room with someone with a guide dog, and if you’d like to share any pertinent information, such as age range, for a roommate, or if you are a night owl, an early riser, etc. I’ll connect potential roommates via email, and if for any reason either roommate feels that sharing a room wouldn’t be a good fit, no problem; we’ll find another roommate for you.

If you have already contacted me regarding a roommate, it isn’t necessary for you to reach out again.

[bookmark: MarketplaceTablesStillAvailable]Marketplace Tables Still Available

Marketplace tables are still available on Wednesday, July 29 and Thursday, July 30. Read on to learn about this opportunity.

· Are you an entertainer or author with CDs or books to sell? 
· Do you sell crafts, cosmetics, toys, etc.?
· Is your affiliate looking for a fundraiser?
· Do you have information to distribute before a specific general session?

Consider ACB’s Marketplace if you will only be at the convention for one or two days, or the long hours of the exhibit hall are too much.

ACB’s Marketplace will be located near the ballroom where general sessions are held. It is open before each morning’s general session begins (see schedule below) and is filled with something new and exciting every day.
Your Marketplace “booth” will include a draped 6-foot display table and two chairs.  Space is limited, and tables will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. Tables are $25 each, and you may reserve space for one or two days only; specify the days you prefer when registering. No food items may be sold at Marketplace.

Marketplace Schedule:
Monday, July 27 through Thursday, July 30: 7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

To reserve your Marketplace table, contact Michael Smitherman at exhibitors@acb.org or by phone at (601) 331-7740.

[bookmark: MarchtotheArch]March to the Arch

2026 Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk 
 
65 Years. $65,000. One Community.
 
As ACB celebrates 65 years of advocacy, empowerment, and connection, the 2026 Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk is setting a goal of raising $65,000 in honor of ACB’s 65th Anniversary.
 
Every dollar raised supports ACB’s mission while helping provide vital resources and opportunities for ACB affiliates across the country. Join us by walking, donating, or forming a team, and help us reach this special milestone together.
 
Support the Walk Today!

[bookmark: CMSReleasesIFR]Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Release Interim Final Rule with Comment Period

On June 3, 2026, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released an Interim Final Rule with Comment Period (IFC) which will require some adult Medicaid applicants and enrollees to meet a community engagement requirement of 80 hours per month by January 1, 2027. The community engagement requirement can be met through employment, volunteer work, as well as through participation in certain job programs and educational programs. This requirement will apply to Medicaid enrollees and recipients who are aged 19-64, not pregnant, and not entitled to enroll in Medicare. There are exemptions for several groups of people, including individuals with disabilities, medically frail individuals, former foster care youth, veterans with a total disability rating, and other groups.

This work requirement will only apply to certain adults in the 41 states who have expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. People in the following states will not be affected: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

This IFC is nearly 400 pages, so it will take time to determine everything that it includes. However, the increased bureaucratic red tape and reporting mandates which are outlined in this IFC will almost certainly cause people who are eligible for Medicaid to lose access to their benefits, solely because they cannot successfully navigate these administrative obstacles.

ACB strongly opposes this IFC. Even with the listed exemptions, the administrative obstacles created by this IFC threaten the independence and health of people with disabilities who depend on Medicaid for essential medical care. ACB will be submitting comments detailing our opposition to this rule, and we encourage others to do the same.

The rule can be found at the following link: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/06/03/2026-11094/medicaid-program-community-engagement-requirement-for-certain-individuals

This rule is open for public comment until July 31, 2026. Comments should reference file code CMS-2454-IFC and can be filed at this link: https://www.regulations.gov/docket/CMS-2026-2047
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[bookmark: SplashintoSummerwithACBNG]Splash into Summer with ACB Next Gen

ACB Next Generation is thrilled to invite you to our 4th annual Splash Into Summer Auction, where fun, community, and exciting auction items come together for an unforgettable evening in support of our mission. Whether you’re joining us for the first time or returning for another year of bidding excitement, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. From unique treasures and creative finds to laughter and friendly competition, this year’s auction is sure to make a splash! 

To join the fun, be sure to complete the registration form so you’ll receive your Zoom link and be ready to dive into the bidding action on auction night.

Join us on Sunday, June 14, 2026, at 7 p.m. Eastern for an evening full of summer vibes, great company, and opportunities to support the future of ACB Next Generation. We are still filling the pool; a list of items will be coming soon. Don’t stay on the shore — register today and help us make this our biggest splash yet!

Registration is open now! Simply fill out our Google form, or reach out and one of our fundraising committee members will be happy to assist you.
1. Registration link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftiGNlx_9Pi4XX015oQe5nqsvYA6DPOm8lg_zrt2AZdk6Tfw/viewform
2. Email our committee: fundraising@acbnextgeneration.org
3. Call us: (202) 524-0909
Please include your name, time zone, and phone number in your message and we will get back with you as quickly as we possibly can. Happy bidding!
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[bookmark: FIFAWorldCup2026toFeatureAD]FIFA World Cup 2026™ to Feature Audio Descriptive Commentary

FIFA is dedicated to making sure that all fans — including those with disabilities and their families and friends — have an excellent experience at this year’s FIFA World Cup™.

Featuring 48 teams for the first time, this year’s tournament will be more inclusive than ever — not only expanding participation among nations, but also enhancing accessibility for fans with disabilities through expanded resources designed to make the matchday experience truly memorable.

Some initiatives build on activations used successfully at the FIFA Club World Cup 2025™, such as sensory bags and audio-descriptive commentary.

Audio-descriptive commentary 

Audio-descriptive commentary (ADC) will be available for all FIFA World Cup 2026 matches, as well as the opening and closing ceremonies. This service enhances the match experience for blind and low vision fans. Commentators provide narration beyond standard radio commentary, describing key visual elements of the match, such as body language, facial expressions, the on-pitch action and the movement of the ball.  

For matches in Canada, commentary will be available in English and French. For matches in the United States and Mexico, commentary will be available in English and Spanish. Fans can access the ADC broadcast through the FIFA Audio Description app, available on the Google Play Store or Apple App Store.  

The app is designed primarily for in-stadium attendees specifically, but is available to anyone interested in using it for the matches. It is a free app on the Google Play or Apple App Store. The app will provide a full commentary track with a descriptive broadcast from beginning to end. It is not necessary to use the app in conjunction with the Fox Sports broadcast, or in lieu of any other radio broadcast. Consumers will have a couple of options: listen to the app as a stand-alone experience, or they can combine the app with the TV experience. Be aware that listening to the ADC (which will be in real time) while having the game on tv may not be synced up exactly due to TV broadcast delays. 

Accessible innovations

Following a successful debut at the Club World Cup 2025, haptic devices will return for the FIFA World Cup 2026, with units deployed across stadiums in Dallas, New York New Jersey, Seattle and Vancouver for select matches. 
These haptic devices enable blind and low-vision fans to feel the game as it unfolds in real time, translating live match action into tactile and audio feedback so that every goal, every tackle and every moment of play is accessible from the stands. 

Tournament app accessibility

The FIFA tournament app is designed with accessibility in mind to help all fans enjoy a more inclusive matchday experience.

App accessibility features include the following:
· Adjustable font size for easier reading
· Customizable color contrast for improved visibility
· Captions on videos to support deaf and hard-of-hearing users

Each stadium has a dedicated section within the app, as well as on FIFA.com, where fans can learn about venue-specific accessibility services. This includes further information on mobility assistance, sensory services, accessible seating and the availability of services like closed captioning.

For more information, visit https://inside.fifa.com/organisation/news/accessibility-world-cup-2026-disability-social-inclusion. 

[bookmark: SurveybySchepensEyeResearchInstitute]Survey by Schepens Eye Research Institute about Rideshare Experiences

Researchers from Schepens Eye Research Institute are conducting a research survey about your experiences and opinions on rideshare services (Uber/Lyft/Robotaxi). The online survey takes about 20-30 minutes, and you will receive a $10 gift card as a thank-you for your participation.

To qualify, you must:
· Be 18+ and live in the U.S.
· Be blind or visually impaired
· Have prior experience using rideshare services (e.g., Uber, Lyft)
· Be able to read and complete the survey in English.

Survey link:
https://redcap.link/serideshare2026

[bookmark: JoinMetasARVRAccessibilityPanel]Join Meta’s AR/VR Accessibility Panel

Do you use assistive technology or have specific accessibility needs? Join the AR/VR Accessibility Panel and collaborate with Meta's UX Research teams working on AI glasses and AR/VR. Your feedback will help shape more accessible experiences for everyone.

Eligibility: This opportunity is currently open to residents over the age of 18 from the United States or the United Kingdom. 

As a panel member, you may be invited to participate in user research activities, such as short polls, surveys, in-depth interviews, and focus groups, covering a wide range of current and upcoming products, services, and features. You don’t need to own AR/VR devices or smart glasses to join.

Participation Benefits:
· Influence the development of upcoming Meta products
· Gain insights into the latest AR and VR initiatives
· Receive e-gift cards or gear as a token of appreciation for your participation

Interested? Fill out this quick survey to sign up and start making an impact today!

If the survey link above does not work, you can copy and paste the link: https://www.meta.com/research/ar-vr-ax-panel/?utm_source=ax_eoacb

Note: The sign-up link will redirect you to a third-party platform where the panel is hosted. Participation is optional, and you can unsubscribe at any time. Questions? Contact support@arvr-axpanel.com.

[bookmark: ScaleAIRecruitingLegallyBlindContributor]Scale AI Recruiting Legally Blind Contributors

Scale AI is recruiting legally blind contributors for a paid remote evaluation of an AI-powered visual assistance feature. You'll use a voice-based AI tool on Android while pointing your camera at everyday real-world scenes — things like reading printed text, identifying objects, and understanding your physical environment. Your job is to interact with the AI naturally and rate how helpful and accurate its responses are. All work is done remotely on your own schedule.

What you'll do:
· Ask the AI questions by voice while sharing your camera feed
· Complete approximately 40 short scenarios across everyday visual tasks
· Rate the AI's responses and provide brief feedback
· Record your screen during each session and submit through our platform

Requirements:
· Legally blind or low vision (self-reported)
· Android phone with TalkBack
· Comfortable with screen recording on Android
· US-based, English-speaking
· Available for approximately 10 hours over 1–2 weeks

Compensation: Up to $35/hour, paid through the Outlier platform

To apply: https://outlier.ai/generalists/blv?utm_source=acb&utm_medium=job-board&utm_campaign=blv-rater-eval

Questions: tuan.hoang@scale.com

Closing date: June 14, 2026

[bookmark: NBPCelebrating99thAnniversary]NBP Celebrating 99th Anniversary

National Braille Press (NBP) is turning 99 this year. They are celebrating all of the year’s past accomplishments with their 99th annual meeting. Join the community for a special night of appreciation and updates from NBP on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, from 5 to 7 p.m., at Northeastern University Fenway Center (77 Saint Stephen St., Boston, MA 02115). 

During the meeting, NBP will honor the 2026 Touch of Genius Award recipient, Ann Cunningham. The renowned artist, sculptor, and tactile art expert will be honored for her extraordinary contributions to braille literacy and accessibility. She will share her innovative “Flip-pics” approach, which was designed to create complex tactile images with greater clarity and less clutter. 

Brian MacDonald will update the community on the “State of NBP & Braille.” This includes highlights of recent work, exciting new initiatives and programs, welcoming our incoming Trustees and thanking those concluding their Board service, and introducing our newest Friends of NBP. 

NBP will also celebrate their 2026 Volunteer Award Winners. Kate Crohan won the Sue Ammeter Volunteer Award, and the Norfolk, MA Lions Club won the Volunteer Group Award. 

Attendance is welcome in person or via Zoom; RSVP here. 

This meeting will bring together members of the blind and low vision community, volunteers, supporters, and partners to celebrate another year of progress in braille literacy and accessibility. As NBP looks ahead to its 100th year, the organization remains committed to expanding access to braille and creating opportunities for blind and visually impaired individuals of all ages to learn, read, and thrive.

[bookmark: AFBDocumentaryAvailabletNationwide]AFB Documentary to Be Available to Audiences Nationwide

On June 27, Possibilities, the American Foundation for the Blind’s award-winning documentary film, will be available to audiences nationwide.

Debuting on Helen Keller’s 146th birthday, Possibilities explores what Helen Keller’s legacy means today through the experiences of people who are blind or have low vision. It is also the first feature-length documentary released with open audio description for all audiences.

Beginning June 27, Possibilities will be available on:
· Apple TV
· Amazon Prime Video
· Tubi
· Biblio+
· Kanopy
[bookmark: AdditionalItemsofInterest]
Additional streaming platforms may be announced as they become available.

Apple TV users can pre-order Possibilities now.

June 27 also marks the New York premiere of Possibilities at Carnegie Hall. Presented by the American Foundation for the Blind, the evening includes a screening of the film followed by a live panel discussion with director Bill Sarine and participants from the documentary.

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased online, in person at the Carnegie Hall box office at 57th Street and Seventh Ave., or by phone at (212) 247-7800. 
