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[bookmark: DCLCThisWeek]Reminder: The D.C. Leadership Conference Is This Week

The American Council of the Blind’s annual D.C. Leadership Conference will take place between this Friday, March 6th, and Tuesday, March 10th, 2026, at the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel in Arlington, VA. The conference will be a hybrid event. The leadership conference includes the optional tour, ACB’s Board Meeting, Presidents’ Meeting, Legislative Seminar, and Capitol Hill visits. The leadership conference focuses on advancing key legislative priorities to promote independence and improve the quality of life for people who are blind or have low vision. More details regarding D.C. Leadership will be sent out to in-person and virtual registrants; please stay tuned. 

[bookmark: NewADPCoordinator]ACB Has a New Audio Description Project Coordinator

I am thrilled to announce that we have brought on Dianna Leonard as our new Audio Description Project Coordinator.

Here is a brief bio for Dianna:

Dianna Leonard is very excited to be joining the team at ACB as the Audio Description Project Coordinator! Originally from Massachusetts, Dianna received her Bachelor of Arts in English and Communications at Framingham State University. Low vision since birth, Dianna is an avid consumer of audio described content and has been a member of several ACB affiliates for many years, more recently holding leadership roles in Low Vision Alliance and Bay State Council of the Blind. Dianna has experience in digital marketing, content strategy, and copywriting. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, playing video games, and ice skating.

We welcome Dianna and look forward to her beginning on Tuesday, March 3rd.

Feel free to send your own welcome to Dianna through her new email address, dleonard@acb.org. 

[bookmark: IntroducingSTEP2026]Introducing STEP 2026 – Strengthening Teens, Elevating Potential

Designed for blind and low vision high school students and their families, STEP 2026 is a dynamic leadership experience focused on identity, independence, advocacy, and life beyond high school.

Join us at the ACB Conference & Convention in St. Louis, July 26–29, 2026 for this inaugural youth and parent track.
Learn more at https://www.acbconvention.org/?p=125.

Save the Date for Informational Webinars:
· March 17 at 3:00 p.m. ET
· March 19 at 8:00 p.m. ET

Have questions or want to make sure you receive the webinar info? Reach out to us at community@acb.org.
Let’s strengthen teens and elevate potential — together.

STEP 2026 is Looking for Leaders!

We’re seeking two volunteer Program Leads — one for Youth and one for Parents — for STEP 2026, July 26–29 in St. Louis.

Help shape a dynamic leadership experience focused on identity, independence, advocacy, and life beyond high school.
· Must be an ACB member in good standing
· Volunteer leadership role
· Hotel (2 nights) and STEP meals provided
· Apply by March 20
· Rolling interviews through March 31
· Selections announced by April 15

Ready to build something meaningful? Apply here:
https://forms.gle/xoC1EuZx6kSvVxHE8.

Let’s strengthen teens and elevate potential.

[bookmark: SummerAuctionCelebrates20thAnniversary]ACB Summer Auction Celebrates 20th Anniversary

Hello ACB Family,

We are so excited for our 20th anniversary of the ACB Summer Auction. We will have two days of the appetizer auction, starting on Thursday, July 9th and Friday, July 10th, with the main auction on Saturday, July 11th starting at 5 p.m. Eastern time. The deadline for descriptions and pictures is Monday, May 4th, 2026. If you have any questions, please reach out to Leslie Spoone at lesliespoone@cfl.rr.com or call (407) 929-9837. Happy bidding!

[bookmark: WanttoBeaFirstTimerorLeadershipFellow]Want to Be a First-Timer or a Leadership Fellow?

The DKM Fund Committee will select two ACB members — one on each side of the Mississippi River — to be our DKM First-Timers this year. Five members will also be chosen to take part in the ACB/JPMorgan Chase Leadership Fellows program. Both programs are designed to help you grow, learn, and experience ACB in a deeper way.

If you're chosen, you'll get to attend the 65th annual ACB Conference and Convention from July 24-31, 2026, in St. Louis, Mo. You'll meet other leaders, spend time with past recipients, and take part in a wide range of convention activities that can help you build confidence, skills, and lasting connections.

Who Can Apply?

You must be blind or visually impaired, at least 18 years old, and a current ACB member.

DKM First-Timer Award:
You must have never attended an in-person ACB Conference and Convention.

You need at least two years of continuous membership in an ACB state or special-interest affiliate, or you must be a member-at-large serving on an ACB committee.

ACB/JPMorgan Chase Leadership Fellows Award:
You need at least three years of continuous membership in an ACB state or special-interest affiliate, or you must be a member-at-large serving on an ACB committee.

How to Apply

To fill out the 2026 DKM/Chase Award Application, go to https://forms.gle/U64TKDkxSiRbmwYs8. 

For the 2026 DKM/Chase Recommendation Form: https://forms.gle/EqfMsJMuQncdj6mm8

Everything is due by April 1, 2026.

If you have any questions, reach out to Zelda Gebhard, DKM Committee Chair, at zgeb@drtel.net or (701) 709-0262.

[bookmark: SendinYourAwardNominations]Send in Your Award Nominations

[bookmark: NewOnlineMembershipForms]The Awards Committee is searching for nominees who you feel are deserving of national recognition for their work in ACB or the blindness community. Awards will be presented at the 2026 conference and convention in St. Louis, Missouri.

All nomination letters MUST be received electronically by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on April 1st, 2026. Letters received after that date will not be accepted. We ask that they be limited to no more than 750 words. Tell us who your nominee is and why you feel they are deserving of a national award. Email your nomination letters to awards@mail.acb.org.

Once the committee has received all of your nominations, we will review and judge them against the criteria for the award for which they have been nominated. 

All About the Awards

The Durward K. McDaniel Ambassador Award is given in recognition of a blind person who may or may not be a member of a blindness organization but who has, through his or her personal characteristics and activities, unrelated to his/her employment, contributed most to the acceptance and understanding of blind people as capable, contributing members of the community.

Originally called the Ambassador Award, this award was first given in 1963. Recent recipients include Allan Peterson (2021), Janet Dickelman (2022), Carla Ruschival (2023), Michael Garrett (2024), and Kim Charlson (2025).

The George Card Award is given to an individual who has dedicated his or her life to work with and for people who are blind, making a real difference and improving quality of life, for providing leadership and being a positive role model.

George Card was the first recipient of this award in 1968. Card’s leadership roles included that of executive secretary of the Wisconsin Council of the Blind, member of the ACB Board of Directors, and delegate to the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind. More recent recipients include Camille Caffarelli (2020), Sandra Troiano (2023), Mitch Pomerantz (2024), and Pat Sheehan (2025).

The James R. Olsen Distinguished Service Award is periodically given to individuals who have made important contributions which have advanced opportunities for the blind community. This award can be given to an individual or an organization.

This award was originally named the Distinguished Service Award. It was renamed for James R. “Jim” Olsen, ACB’s former treasurer and long-time CFO, following his passing in 2005. Recent winners include Kim Crowell and the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art (2021), JPMorgan Chase (2023), the Hull Foundation and Learning Center (2024), and Lukas Franck (2025).

The Robert S. Bray Award is given to a person who has made a contribution toward improving library technology or communication devices. It could also be given for expanding access for all blind people, or for making opportunities within the mainstream media.

This award was named for Robert S. Bray, who was chief of the Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress — now known as the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled. Recent recipients include Karen Keninger (2020), Brian Hartgen (2023), Jonathan Mosen (2024), and Chanelle Allen (2025).

The Margarine G. Beaman Volunteer Recognition Award honors individuals who have given tirelessly of their efforts, resources, expertise or time toward improving the quality of life in the blindness community. The achievements, accomplishments or service on which the nominations are based must reflect ACB’s vision and mission. This award may be given to a deserving individual or organization.

The award was named for Margarine Beaman, who was the convention’s volunteer coordinator. It was first given in 2016 to Margarine Beaman. Recent recipients include Michael Smitherman (2020), Rhonda Trott (2022), Sheila Young (2023), Leslie Spoone (2024), and Cecily Laney Nipper (2025).

The Affiliate Outreach Award is based on a recommendation by an affiliate president which recognizes a local chapter or an affiliate for a new outreach program. This program must have a measurable outcome.

The Affiliate Outreach Award was first presented in 2000 to the Council of Citizens with Low Vision International. Other previous winners include the Middle Tennessee Council of the Blind (2009), ACB of Ohio-Columbus Chapter (2015), and Friends ‘n Focus-Medina (Ohio) chapter (2021).

Final Reminders

Nominations open on January 1st and close on April 1st, 2026. Submit your letters as soon as possible; late submissions will not be considered. Remember that these individuals will be considered for national recognition, not for what they have done on a local or state level. The email address is awards@mail.acb.org. We hope we’ll hear from many of you soon.

If you have any questions, contact Carrie Muth at (541) 269-1993, or Koni Sims at (605) 941-9512.

New Online Membership Forms

Three ACB special-interest affiliates now have new on-line membership forms — just in time for March membership madness in ACB. You are invited to use them to quickly and conveniently become a one-year or life member of ACB Lions, ACB Families, or Library Users of America. Here are the links to each web page where you can learn more about these active ACB affiliates:

ACB Lions - https://acblions.org; $15 for one year or $150 for a life membership

ACB Families - https://acbfamilies.org; $10 for one year or $100 for a life membership

Library Users of America - https://acblibraryusers.org; $12 for one year or $150 for a life membership

If you have questions, or prefer to join via phone, please call (502) 897-1472. 

[bookmark: BeMyEyesNowAvailableat50StationsNtnwide]Amtrak Visual Support Now Available at 50 Stations Nationwide

Following a successful pilot in August, Be My Eyes expanded live visual support to 50 train stations across the United States, including major hubs such as Chicago (Union Station), Los Angeles, Denver (Union Station), New York and Washington, D.C.

That means more locations where you can access free, on-demand visual assistance from trained Amtrak agents, offering a professional, premium service beyond the standard volunteer support available through the Be My Eyes app. 

You can find the Amtrak profile on Be My Eyes Service Directory at this link. The list of stations is also available at https://www.bemyeyes.com/news/be-my-eyes-and-amtrak-expansion/. 

[bookmark: WIPOSteeringCmteNeedsYourHelp]World Intellectual Property Organization Steering Committee Needs Your Help

Dear ACB community,

The Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) has posted a revised draft of the “WIPO Toolkit on Access to Copyrighted Works in the Collections of Cultural Heritage Institutions: Libraries, Archives and Museums.” It has been posted as document SCCR/47/13 on the SCCR/47 meeting page here. 
 
All are invited to react to the draft of the “WIPO Toolkit” and to share their feedback and comments with the World Intellectual Property Organization’s secretary by March 22, 2026, with the expectation of finalizing this toolkit for the upcoming SCCR meeting in May 2026. Comments on the draft can be sent to: copyright.mail@wipo.int. Thank you for any feedback you provide.

[bookmark: OneRetinoblastomaWorld]One Retinoblastoma World

World Eye Cancer Hope USA will hold its One Retinoblastoma World 2026 Conference Saturday, September 12 – Monday, September 14 at the Hyatt Regency San Antonio River Walk in San Antonio, Texas. The conference will bring together patients, families, survivors, oncologists, scientists, and medical professionals in the retinoblastoma community to learn from one another, understand the real-world challenges more deeply, and find practical solutions that can have the biggest impact on care, cure, and quality of life.

Conference topics include:
· Research and Treatment Advancements
· Genetics
· Retinoblastoma in LMICs
· Psychological Impacts of Pediatric Ocular Oncology on Doctors, Adult Survivors, and Parents
· Ocular Prosthetics
· Parent and Survivor Journeys

For more information, visit https://wechope.org/onerbworld/one-rb-world-2026/.

[bookmark: ClothingSurveyBuyingChoosingWearing]Clothing Survey – Buying, Choosing, Wearing

Jackie Peak, an industrial design student at James Madison University, is focusing on developing adaptive clothing or an alternative solution for people with blindness/low vision. This survey aims to understand how buying, choosing, and putting on an outfit differs for people (especially teenagers) with blindness/low vision. And she needs your assistance. To participate, take the survey at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0E2Lf34ly_Fu76vcdDx9Bu_zlOEk6Y8SAlE7DvTZPbhJYuw/viewform?usp=header. 

[bookmark: NewSourceforMetaRayBanGlasses]New Source for Meta Ray-Ban Glasses

Independent Living Aids now has available the Meta Ray-Ban Smart Glasses. For more information, visit https://independentliving.com/ray-ban-meta-smart-glasses-gen-2-large/?searchid=0&search_query=meta+ray-ban, or call 1-800-537-2118.
