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[bookmark: BEPOnTracktoPrintNewBill]BEP On Track to Print the New $10 Bill with the Raised Tactile Feature

ACB recently received a semiannual update from the Bureau of Printing and Engraving (BEP) regarding their progress implementing the Court's order from ACB's currency accessibility lawsuit of 2008. The BEP is on track to print the new $10 bill with the accessible Raised Tactile Feature in 2026. Additionally, they have distributed more than 100,000 currency readers and have two mobile apps (Eye Note® for Apple users and IDEAL Currency Identifier for Android users) that also function as currency readers. ACB looks forward to the production of the accessible $10 bill.

[bookmark: DCLeadershipConfPodcastsPosted]D.C. Leadership Conference Podcasts Now Posted

The recordings from the 2026 D.C. Leadership Conference have been posted to the ACB Business Podcast feed.

Below are links to each of the podcasts. These links will take you to a page where you can read the show notes for that session and also play the podcast through an embedded player on the web page.

English Podcasts
ACB Business RSS Feed
ACB Board Meeting: Morning Session
ACB Board Meeting: Afternoon Session
DC Leadership Welcome Reception
Presidents’ Meeting Morning
Presidents’ Meeting Afternoon
Legislative Seminar Morning
Legislative Seminar Afternoon

Spanish Podcasts
Podcasts en español de la ACB RSS Feed
Presidents’ Meeting - Morning ES
Presidents’ Meeting – Afternoon ES
Legislative Seminar - Morning ES
Legislative Seminar - Afternoon ES

[bookmark: DCLCSatisfactionSurveyAvailable]D.C. Leadership Conference Satisfaction Survey Now Available

The 2026 D.C. Leadership Conference satisfaction survey is now available for registered attendees. A link to the survey is provided at the bottom of the email. The survey is open now through Friday, April 17 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern. For households with multiple registrants, it’s perfectly fine to submit more than one survey from the same device — however, each attendee can only complete the survey once. If you need assistance filling out the survey, call the Alexandria office at (202) 467-5081. The Alexandria office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern.
 
The survey will take about 5 to 10 minutes to finish. Please note that it is important that only registered attendees complete the survey. Thank you again for attending the D.C. Leadership Conference!
 
Survey link: 2026 DC Leadership Satisfaction Survey

[bookmark: ADPPeoplesChoiceAwards]Nominate a Film and Series for the 2026 Audio Description People’s Choice Awards

The Audio Description Project’s (ADP) People’s Choice Awards is accepting nominations from Saturday, April 4, 2026, through Sunday, April 19. The winners will be announced during the 2026 ACB Audio Description Awards Gala, airing virtually on Thursday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m. Eastern. Click here to submit your nominations.

There are two phases in the selection process for the Audio Description People’s Choice Awards. First, the ADP will accept nominations in two categories, film and series, from April 4-19. Second, the top titles in each category will compete for the grand prize during a two-week voting period in July.

Be sure to review the nomination criteria before submitting your nominations. Remember that the focus is on the quality of the audio description, not the show itself, and you may nominate a film or series only once. The Audio Description People’s Choice Awards nomination form can be found at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AD-Awards-Nominations-2026

To make your nominations by phone, call (202) 467-5081.

The Audio Description Awards Gala celebrates inclusivity and recognizes the entertainment industry’s role in providing access to film and television through audio description for people who are blind or have low vision. The Audio Description People’s Choice Award is a unique opportunity for fans to get involved by showing their support for the audio description they love the most. 

Learn more at www.ADAwardsGala.org. Submit your nominations by April 19: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AD-Awards-Nominations-2026. 

[bookmark: LastCallforApplicationsforDKMJPMC]Last Call for Applications from the DKM Fund Committee

Still thinking about applying for the DKM First-Timer or JPMorgan Chase Leadership Fellows Awards? Time is running out! All completed applications are due by Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern — no fooling! 

If selected for either award, you'll attend the 65th ACB Conference and Convention in St. Louis, MO from July 24-31, 2026, where you'll participate in valuable leadership activities and experience personal growth while networking with other attendees. Recipients receive round-trip air travel and supporting transportation, hotel accommodations (double occupancy), a per diem allowance, and more.

Members must submit an online application and have the president of their affiliate or chair of an ACB committee submit a recommendation form on their behalf.

2026 DKM/Chase Award Application:
https://forms.gle/U64TKDkxSiRbmwYs8

2026 DKM / Chase Recommendation Form: https://forms.gle/EqfMsJMuQncdj6mm8

[bookmark: SendinYourAwardNominations]Send in Your Award Nominations

The Awards Committee is searching for nominees who you feel are deserving of national recognition for their work in ACB or the blindness community. Awards will be presented at the 2026 conference and convention in St. Louis, Mo.

All nomination letters MUST be received electronically by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on April 1st, 2026. Letters received after that date will not be accepted. We ask that they be limited to no more than 750 words. Tell us who your nominee is and why you feel they are deserving of a national award. Email your nomination letters to awards@mail.acb.org.

To view the criteria, visit https://www.acb.org/call-for-nominations-2026-annual-awards. 

Submit your letters as soon as possible; late submissions will not be considered. Remember that these individuals will be considered for national recognition. The email address is awards@mail.acb.org. We hope we’ll hear from many of you soon.

If you have any questions, contact Carrie Muth at (541) 269-1993, or Koni Sims at (605) 941-9512.

[bookmark: BOPSeekstoAwardExcellenceinMedia]BOP Seeks to Award Excellence in Writing, Media

The ACB Board of Publications proudly recognizes excellence each year with three annual writing awards. We are seeking nominations for the Ned E. Freeman Excellence in Writing Award, the Vernon Henley Media Award, and the Hollis Liggett Braille Free Press Award.

The Ned E. Freeman Excellence in Writing Award was instituted in 1970. To be eligible, an article must have been published between April of 2025 and March of 2026, either in “The ACB Braille Forum” or an affiliate newsletter.

The Vernon Henley Media Award is intended to be a vehicle for publicizing ACB throughout the general media and to encourage excellence and accuracy in electronic and print coverage of items relating to blindness. A variety of media are eligible for nomination for the Vernon Henley Media Award, including: television or radio programs; commercials or public service announcements; videos; articles from magazines, newspapers, newsletters, posters, or any other new or emerging media sources. Submissions such as books or recurring columns or blogs from the same person should include a synopsis and no more than three sample chapters for books and no more than three samples of the recurring columns or blogs nominated. Submissions should be accompanied by a letter of nomination as well as the sample copy of the item being nominated.

The Hollis Liggett Braille Free Press Award is intended to promote best journalistic practices and excellence in writing in publications of ACB’s state and special-interest affiliates. All periodicals of ACB affiliates, distributed no less than semi-annually, are eligible. Nominations must be submitted by the affiliate’s newsletter editor or president.

All nominations must be submitted to the ACB Braille Forum Editor, Sharon Lovering, with a postmark of no later than April 1, 2026. You may also submit your nomination electronically to slovering@acb.org. All submissions should be accompanied by a cover letter providing details about the nominee, including name, address, telephone number and email address of the nominee, if known, and details about the submission, its origin, and any other pertinent information. The return address of the person making the nomination should be included in the cover letter.

For more details, visit https://www.acb.org/bop-seeks-to-award-excellence-writing-media. 

[bookmark: CallforNominationsADPAwards]Call to Submit Nominations for the ADP Awards!

Remember that amazing audio description experience you had last year? The Audio Description Project wants to hear about it! Now is your chance to nominate the best AD you’ve encountered for an ADP Award. Nominate by clicking on the link here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhaHdzlNDE4q99zeEvw5D2E2A_9ByQVVNyAHqDA4JJYKHBUQ/viewform.  

The ADP Awards are sponsored by the ACB’s Audio Description Project to recognize achievement in audio description in seven categories, including media, performing arts, museums, the public sector, and research and development. Nominations will be accepted through April 6, 2026 (that's one week away!), and the winners will be announced in July at the American Council of the Blind’s conference and convention. For more information on the nomination process, go to https://adp.acb.org/2026-adp-awards-call-nominations.

Who Can Submit a Nomination?

Everyone! You are welcome to nominate yourself, your local theatre or museum, or a well-known institution.

Who Is Eligible for an Award?

Any person, organization, or institution that fits in one of the categories below and is involved in the research, development, production, design, creation, and/or delivery of great audio description is eligible.

Submit Your Nomination!

Help us celebrate the people and organizations that are contributing significantly to the growth of high-quality audio description. Submit your nomination online with the this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhaHdzlNDE4q99zeEvw5D2E2A_9ByQVVNyAHqDA4JJYKHBUQ/viewform or go to adp.acb.org and click on the "Nominate" button on the homepage banner by April 6, 2026. If you have questions or would like assistance, contact audiodescription@acb.org.

For more information on the nomination process, go to https://adp.acb.org/2026-adp-awards-call-nominations. Happy voting!

[bookmark: HonoraLegacyThroughACBAngels]Honor a Legacy Through ACB Angels
 
The ACB Angels program offers a meaningful way to celebrate and remember someone special while supporting the mission of the American Council of the Blind. Each ACB Angel is recognized on ACB’s website with a photo and a personalized written tribute, ensuring their story and impact continue to inspire the ACB community.
 
Gifts can be made by individuals or collectively as a group, making it easy to come together in honor of a shared connection. Contributions of any size are welcome and can be combined to reach the $500 minimum donation.
 
Through ACB Angels, you create a lasting tribute that keeps a loved one’s memory alive while advancing a more accessible and inclusive world. To start the process, please visit the ACB Angels page. 

[bookmark: LetsMakeDeniseColleyanACBAngel]Let’s Make Denise Colley an ACB Angel

Last summer after Denise Colley’s passing, there was a flurry to get an angel started on her behalf. Timing was kind of tough with the convention and all, and I’m sure people got distracted. We have not raised the amount needed for Denise’s angel, and would like to complete it this year. If you have contributed already, thank you so very much. But if it slipped past you and you just assumed it was taken care of, it would be great if you could consider this honor for Denise and make even a small contribution to her angel. You may do so online at https://www.acb.org/support-acb-making-donation-now, or by calling the Minnesota office at (612) 332-3242.

[bookmark: FIAScholarshipAppNowAvailable]Friends in Art Scholarship Application Now Available

We are pleased to announce the opening of applications for our $2,000 annual student scholarship, offered by Friends in Art, Inc. The scholarship is available to emerging artists who demonstrate both creative talent and a dedication to their craft.

We provide a financial award each year to an outstanding blind or low vision high school senior or college student who has exemplified a passion for the arts, a strong academic record, and a commitment to furthering their artistic education. Whether you’re studying fine arts, performing arts, or any other artistic discipline, we encourage you to apply.

Eligibility Requirements:
· Enrollment in an undergraduate or graduate program at an accredited institution 
· Be a full-time student or work 32 or more hours per week while attending college part-time
· A demonstrated commitment to the arts through academic work, exhibition, performance, or community involvement
· A minimum GPA of 3.0
· Proof of legal blindness

Students must send the completed application form by May 1. Visit:
Scholarship Application – Friends in Art 

For questions or comments, contact FIA Scholarship Chair Peter Altschul via email, creatingcommonground@outlook.com. 

[bookmark: ApplyNowfortheMagnificationAward]Apply Now for the Genensky-Foley Magnification Award

The Samuel Genensky-Carl Foley Magnification Award is now accepting applications! 

This annual award is in honor of Samuel Genensky, an innovator in low vision technology who was the founding president of CCLVI, and Carl Foley, a very caring distributor of magnification devices, who attended many ACB conventions, and took great care in providing the correct magnification device for each person he served. This year Low Vision Alliance, formerly Council of Citizens with Low Vision International, has obtained various magnification devices that individuals with low vision can apply for.

To be considered for this award, applicants must have low vision, and need the device to magnify print for educational, work, or independent living purposes. Applications are being accepted now through Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern time. 

To see a list of devices, visit 
https://cclvi.info/2026-genensky-foley-devices/. To apply, go to the Genensky/Foley Magnification Award page, https://cclvi.info/genensky-foley-magnification-award-2026/.

[bookmark: AFBReleasesNewStudyonAI]AFB Releases New Study on AI

The American Foundation for the Blind has released a new study on the experiences and perceptions of people with and without disabilities using AI. The report — The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens — dives into the promise and concerns related to  AI for people with disabilities, measured against those of the non-disabled population.

The American Foundation for the Blind has released a new study on the experiences and perceptions of people with and without disabilities using AI. The report — The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens — dives into the promise and concerns related to AI for people with disabilities, measured against those of the non-disabled population.

The study, conducted by AFB’s Public Policy & Research Institute (PPRI), builds on groundbreaking research released last year that identified areas of consensus among AI thought leaders in government, industry, and the nonprofit sector on key issues related to AI’s impact on the lives of people with disabilities. This second phase of PPRI’s research surveyed 1,070 participants with disabilities and 665 participants without disabilities. As the largest study of its kind, it identifies shared concerns among disabled and non-disabled respondents while spotlighting key areas where AI innovation presents significant opportunities to expand inclusion and independence of people with disabilities. Key findings include:
 
· On the topic of privacy, 73% of all respondents preferred humans over AI chatbots when private information is involved;
· Blind people are far more enthusiastic than sighted people (74% vs 41%) about the development of Autonomous Vehicles (AVs) because of the barriers many blind people face as non-drivers. However, only 49% of blind people who have used AVs find them fully accessible;
· People with disabilities are more likely than people without disabilities to use AI tools like image recognition and voice assistants for a wide variety of tasks and as lifehacks to enhance their independence;
· AI could shut doors to access in healthcare and employment, where disabled participants were nearly three times more likely to experience healthcare denials, and disabled job seekers reported greater challenges using automated job application and screening platforms.
 
In addition to these findings, the report provides further insight into the broad use of AI in society today, spotlighting findings that shed light on some differences in experience across race, age, gender, and other variables uncovered in the study. To access the full findings and recommendations, visit www.afb.org/AIResearch2. 

[bookmark: WordLearningVocabularyDevelopment]Word Learning and Vocabulary Development In Children Who Are Blind

Molly Pasley, along with Lindsay Harris and Allison Gladfelter at Northern Illinois University, are studying word learning and vocabulary development in children who are blind in hopes of developing age-based language norms, since they do not currently exist. For more specific information about the project and the NIH research grant that is funding this research, please read Lindsay Harris Wins NIH Grant to Study Word Learning in Children Who Are Blind.
 
We are conducting a study on word learning and vocabulary development in children who are blind. All participating families will receive $250. 
 
Your child is eligible to participate if they: 
· Are age 5-14 at the time of the research session;
· Were completely blind by age 1, with no more than light perception;
· Reside in the United States or Canada and speak a variety of American or Canadian English as their primary language; 
· Hear English at least 3 hours a day; 
· Have access to a computer with camera, microphone, and internet connection.  
 
Your child is not eligible to participate if they:  
 
· Have diagnosed or suspected intellectual disability, hearing loss or deafness or deaf-blindness;
· Are unable to sit and respond to questions for 10-15 minutes at a time.
 
Go to the PenLAB website sign up for the study, and please forward the link to anyone you know who is eligible (or has a child who is eligible) to participate!

[bookmark: SecondCallTakeOurSurvey]Second Call: Take Our Survey to Shape Be My Mentor!
  
This is a follow-up to our earlier invitation. If you have already completed the survey, thank you — there’s no need to take it again.

The NRTC on Blindness & Low Vision is conducting a research study to design Be My Mentor, a planned Be My Eyes feature focused on short, one-time career-focused sessions for people who are blind or have low vision.

If you’re a Be My Eyes user or volunteer, age 18+, living in the U.S. or Canada, we’d love your input. Take a short survey: https://msstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_805gfpmd7SfFXTM?source=ACB 

If you have questions, contact Jamie Boydstun at jboydstun@colled.msstate.edu or (662) 325-8231.
 
This study has been reviewed by Mississippi State University's HRPP and granted an Exemption Determination (Study # IRB-25-476).

[bookmark: EMPOWERVIProgram]Vanderbilt University’s EMPOWER VI Virtual Mentorship Program

Program Overview:
· Mentees receive support and guidance from Mentors to successfully navigate their own postsecondary goals.
· Mentorship pairs meet virtually twice a month.
· Mentees and Mentors receive training and ongoing guidance from EMPOWER VI staff.

To participate, students (Mentees) must:
· Be enrolled as a junior or senior during the 2026-2027 school year.
· Have a visual impairment.
· Be self-directed and motivated to participate.
· Be able to use Microsoft Teams (or be willing and capable to learn).

To participate, adult professionals (Mentors) must:
· Be an adult with a visual impairment with qualifying employment and/or education experience.
· Be willing to complete a criminal background check and onboarding.
· Be able to use Microsoft Teams.
· Be prepared to support the development and progress of Mentee-driven postsecondary goals.

To review the full description and updates, visit https://www.empowervi.org/mentorship. For more information, visit empowervi.org, or send an email to katrina.g.dubree@vanderbilt.edu. 

[bookmark: HableLaunchesSpeechLabel]Hable Launches SpeechLabel

Hable has just launched SpeechLabel in the U.S., a system that lets users "voice-tag" their world. It’s a simple way to label anything from spice jars and medicine to clothing using just a smartphone.

How does it work? You can scan a QR or NFC label with our app and record a voice memo or text. The next time you scan it, the app instantly plays the recording back. Unlike older tools, all labels are backed up to the cloud, so you never lose them. Plus, you can share labels with others; this allows family or friends to help you by scanning and labeling items for you from their own phones.

To see the system in action and find more information, you can visit the SpeechLabel website.
