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[bookmark: ACBPartnerswithOneCourt]ACB Partners with OneCourt to Bring Tactile Broadcasts to Blind or Low Vision Sports Fans at Home

Exciting news! ACB and OneCourt are pleased to announce a special member benefit for ACB members to be among the first to experience tactile sports broadcasts at home or on the go. OneCourt’s patent-pending haptic tablet and All-Access subscription, powered by official NFL, NBA and MLB live data, allow fans to literally feel the game through vibrations — experiencing every pitch, dunk, and touchdown in real time.
 
While supplies last, ACB members can use promo code ACB26 at checkout for one free month of the All Access subscription. Pre-order here:  https://www.onecourt.io/preorder.
 
Read more in our press release: https://www.acb.org/american-council-blind-partners-onecourt-bring-tactile-broadcasts-blind-or-low-vision-sports-fans.

[bookmark: HaveYourSayinACBsFuture]Final Reminder: Have Your Say in ACB’s Future

ACB Forward Initiative is ACB’s five-year strategic planning effort focused on listening, learning, and preparing the organization for the future. Previously known as the Legacy and Future Readiness Initiative, the project has a new name but the same purpose: to build on ACB’s strengths, preserve what members value most, and ensure the organization is ready for the next 10 years and beyond.

ACB, and the world around us, has changed in recent years, including how people connect, communicate, participate, and lead. ACB Forward Initiative is designed to help the organization adapt to these changes while staying true to its identity and values.

ACB is currently midway through Year 1, known as the Scan phase. This phase is focused on listening and learning from members and stakeholders so that future decisions are based on real experiences, not assumptions. Hearing directly from members and stakeholders is essential because ACB is a member-driven organization, and strong planning depends on understanding what members value, what is working well, and what could be improved.

As part of this effort, ACB members and interested stakeholders are invited to complete the ACB Forward Initiative Focus Group Interest Form if they would like to be considered for a virtual focus group between June and August 2026.

Complete the interest form here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTm46p5Z0YdHoLNzjk76j03MEbr-F8-Oho97M_P3vWbY7T6Q/viewform?usp=dialog  

The form allows you to share your interest and provide basic information about your experiences and involvement in ACB. This helps the project team select participants in a way that reflects a broad range of perspectives across the organization.

We encourage members and stakeholders from all backgrounds and experiences to complete the form, including affiliate chapter members, members-at-large, Community Program participants even if you are not a member of ACB, scholarship recipients, longtime members, newer members, and others across ACB.

Not everyone who volunteers will be selected. Participants will be chosen intentionally to ensure a balanced and inclusive group representing many different viewpoints. However, every response is valuable and helps support a thoughtful and representative listening process.

Your voice matters. Completing the interest form is one way to contribute to ACB Forward Initiative and help shape the future of the organization.

[bookmark: _Can’t_Wait_Until][bookmark: CantWaitUntilRegistrationOpens]Can’t Wait Until Registration Opens?

If you just can’t wait until convention registration opens to see all that this year’s ACB Conference and Convention has to offer, the wait is over! Visit https://acbconvention.org/ to read about all the convention has to offer.

Before you begin browsing the sessions, read the myriad of information under the following headings: 2026 ACB Hybrid Conference and Convention Registration information; registration schedule; registration fees;  
Kids Explorers Club; Miscellaneous; refunds. You will then find the heading for 2026 Sessions.

Convention registration opens Thursday, May 28, for ACB members. And on June 4th, it opens for everyone. If you haven’t set up an account on members.acb.org, now would be a good time to do that.

[bookmark: BringtheKidstoConvention]Bring the Kids to Convention

Kids Explorers Club is for children ages 5 to 13. Breakfast and lunch will be provided Monday through Thursday. In addition to field trips, the day will include games and crafts.

Daily costs will be shown on the convention registration form. For planning purposes, please email Janet.dickelman@gmail.com if you are planning to enroll a child in KEC. You will need to register each child on the convention registration form. We will contact you to complete a waiver and medical information for each child.

[bookmark: STEP2026GroupMentorsWanted]STEP 2026 Group Mentors Wanted!

Are you attending the 2026 ACB Conference and Convention in St. Louis? Want to make a real difference for blind and low vision teens while building meaningful connections along the way?

We’re looking for enthusiastic ACB members to serve as mentors for teens participating in the STEP 2026 (Strengthen Teens, Elevate Potential)!

Mentors will help support blind and low vision students entering 9th grade through graduating seniors as they explore identity, independence, advocacy, technology, leadership, and community during this exciting new program.

Mentors will be paired with three to five students and will participate in a handful of key activities throughout the program — including:
· Sunday Meet & Mingle Social
· Morning Kickoffs on Monday and Tuesday
· 11:00 AM activities both days
· One evening social activity
· Tuesday Mentor Lunch

These are simply the minimum expectations, and mentors are welcome and encouraged to spend additional time connecting with students throughout the experience as their schedules allow.

In return for your service, mentors will receive a small stipend, lunch on Tuesday, and the opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the lives of young people who are blind or low vision.

We especially encourage applications from:
· Past ACB scholarship winners
· ACB Students and Next Generation members
· Leadership Fellows and INSPIRE alumni
· ACB members with relatable life experiences and a passion for encouraging youth

Important Dates:
· Apply by June 1, 2026
· Interviews conducted through June 15
· Final selections announced by June 30

All selected mentors must pass a background check and participate in a virtual mentor meet-and-greet and planning session prior to convention.

Apply by filling out the Group Mentor application form.

Questions? Reach out to Cindy Hollis at chollis@acb.org.

[bookmark: ComeMeetthe2026ACBScholWinners]Come Meet the 2026 ACB Scholarship Winners

Great news! You do not have to wait until the ACB Conference and Convention to hear from our 2026 ACB scholarship winners. 

The ACB Scholarship Committee invites everyone to tune into Tuesday Topics and VISAbilities this June. Every Tuesday and Friday, you will have an opportunity to meet two or three of our 2026 ACB Scholarship Winners. This year's cohort is full of energy, excitement, and empowerment. Show up and show your support for the newest members of our ACB Family. Please consult the ACB Community scheduled for the Zoom and streaming information. 

Thank you to Paul Edwards and Terry Pacheco for their support and partnership.  

[bookmark: ChangeinWheelchairScooterRentals]Change in Wheelchair/Scooter Rentals

Unfortunately, the source that was initially sent out for wheelchair and scooter rentals has had to close due to illness of the owner.

If you’d like to rent a wheelchair or scooter in St. Louis, please contact Med Exchange at (636) 949-5660. Wheelchair rentals are $85 per week, and scooters $300 per week. 

There is a delivery fee of $50 per item. However, depending on the number of wheelchairs or scooters ACB reserves, that may be a lower fee.

Please reserve your scooter or wheelchair by Friday, June 12th. There are several large conventions in the city in July, so he wants to make sure we have the equipment we need.

Once you have reserved your mobility device, please email or call Janet Dickelman, (651) 428-5059, Janet.dickelman@gmail.com. She will be keeping a list for delivery purposes.

[bookmark: ReligiousServicesDuringConvention]Religious Services During Convention

Below is a list of the religious services that will take place during convention week.

Catholic Mass:
Saturday, July 24, 5:30 p.m.
Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France, The Old Cathedral

Father Smith will be holding Mass at the cathedral. It is a very short walk to the grounds of the arch where the cathedral is located. Volunteers from the church will meet you at the hotel to show you the way. The Church is looking for a potential count. If you’d like to attend, send Janet an email message, Janet.dickelman@gmail.com.

Services at the Hotel

Saturday, July 25

10 a.m.: Rabbi Becky Zoole, Central Reform Congregation, will conduct a service.

4 p.m.: Rev. Peter Heide will conduct an interdenominational service.

Monday, July 27

7 p.m.: Gospel Sing

[bookmark: BloodDriveinStLouis]Blood Drive in St. Louis

ACB Blood Drives:

July 20 – 26: Virtual drive via QR Code at a Red Cross location near you. (The QR code will be sent via email as the time gets closer.)

July 27, 2026, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.: In person, in the Gateway West room on the 18th floor of the Hyatt Regency Arch. 

To sign up for an in-person appointment, go to https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=ABC.

[bookmark: LetsMarchtotheArchTogether]Let’s March to the Arch Together

Join us for the 2026 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk: March to the Arch on July 27 in St. Louis! This year’s walk brings our community together to celebrate connection, advocacy, and opportunity while raising critical funds to support the work of the American Council of the Blind. Whether you walk, donate, or cheer from the sidelines, your support helps create greater access and inclusion for people who are blind or visually impaired. Together, we’re marching toward our $65,000 goal — one step at a time!

Visit the ACB Walk Page here.

[bookmark: JoinUsattheMEnablingSummit]Join Us at the M-Enabling Summit October 5-7

ACB is proud to be a supporting organization for the 2026 M-Enabling Summit on October 5-7 in Arlington, Virginia! The M-Enabling Summit is the premier global event for digital accessibility leaders to share strategies, explore emerging technologies, and advance inclusive digital transformation. 
 
Register now and save with Early Bird rates. Learn more and register at https://www.m-enabling.com/. 
 
We hope you can join us at this year’s event! 
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[bookmark: BlindLowVisionPedestriansNeeded]Blind and Low Vision Pedestrians Needed for Research on Speech Messages

Your help is needed on determining the most effective audible messages to be used when sidewalk closures are required in work zones. Audible information devices are intended to provide information to pedestrians with visual disabilities that is equivalent to visual signage for notifications of sidewalk closures and to explain a temporary path around a construction area, using a speech message. Such messages are required by the new Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way (PROWAG), but there are no requirements or guidance as to the nature of the messages.  
 
In a project that is sponsored by the Federal Highway Administration, Accessible Design for the Blind is looking for volunteers who are blind or have low vision, who cross streets independently, and are at least 19 years of age, to participate by being interviewed. The interview will be conducted over the phone with a member of the research team. The interview will take about 45 to 60 minutes. You will be compensated with a $25 Amazon eGift card, and you will be entered into a drawing for one of two additional $125 Amazon eGift cards.      
 
If you are interested in participating in this study, or if you have questions, please send an email to Speech.Messages@outlook.com, with a cc to Beezy Bentzen at bbentzen@accessforblind.org and indicate that you would like to schedule a time to be interviewed.  If you would prefer that we follow up with you via phone or text, please indicate so in your email and provide your preferred phone number.

[bookmark: AccessBoardWebinar]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Designing Streets for Everyone

The complexity of the built environment poses numerous and evolving wayfinding and other accessibility challenges for pedestrians with vision disabilities. Tactile Walking Surface Indicators (TWSI) are one tool that can be used to improve accessibility and safety within public-rights-of-way. This webinar, on Thursday, June 4, 2026, from 2:30 – 4:00 PM (ET), will cover existing requirements and will then aim to demonstrate the considerable research evidence that supports the recommendations for the design and use of TWSI that now appear in various reports and guidebooks. The webinar will also identify ongoing projects that document accessibility and safety challenges for pedestrians with vision disabilities; projects that also include efforts to provide evidence-based solutions.

For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center’s webinar webpage. All webinars include video remote interpreting (VRI) and real-time captioning. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.

[bookmark: ExperianWantsYou]Experian Wants You on Its User Experience and Accessibility Research Panel

The customer experience research team at Experian, one of the three U.S. credit bureaus, would like you to join our user experience and accessibility research panel! By being part of this panel, you’ll be invited to participate in research projects where you can share your feedback on Experian’s digital products and services to make them more useful and accessible.
 
Participating in research projects with us is free, voluntary, and easy to do: 
· You’ll complete a brief survey to join our participant panel. 
· You’ll receive emails informing you about upcoming research projects to apply for based on your survey answers.
· If chosen for a project, you’ll meet with an Experian researcher via Zoom on your phone or computer to explore the Experian app or website and provide feedback.
· You’ll receive monetary compensation for each research project you participate in.
 
Our goal is to make the Experian app and website more valuable and accessible to everyone, but we can’t do that without the voices of real people like you. If interested, please complete our panel sign-up survey here: https://survey.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6WlsFhwu49BzNd4

[bookmark: SFLtoRendezvousinWestYellowstone]Ski for Light to Rendezvous in West Yellowstone 

Ski for Light, Inc. (SFL) will celebrate its 52nd international week in West Yellowstone, Mont., where active adults with visual or mobility impairments will gather to learn the basics of cross-country skiing January 17-24, 2027. 

West Yellowstone is a perfect skiing venue for the 2027 Ski for Light International event. The terrain includes long flat areas that will be perfect for beginners as well as hills that will challenge and thrill more advanced skiers. 

Each visually or mobility impaired participant is paired with an experienced, sighted cross-country skier who acts as instructor and on-snow guide for a week of skiing, sharing and learning. First-time skiers will be introduced to basic technique while returning skiers will have an opportunity to enhance existing skills. While the focus of the week is cross-country skiing, there are plenty of after-ski activities where participants have an opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new ones. 

Join participants from across the U.S. and around the world. Applications and additional information will be available in July at www.sfl.org; meanwhile, join our community on Facebook (Ski for Light, Inc.), and check out our YouTube channel (Ski for Light International).

[bookmark: PBSOffersAudioDescribedContent]PBS Offers Audio-Described Content

PBS fans — did you know that PBS offers audio-described content for many of its programs? Enjoy popular shows like NOVA, American Masters, Independent Lens, Masterpiece and more with audio description. With thousands of audio-described episodes available, people who are blind or have low vision can fully experience many of their favorite PBS shows.
 
You can access PBS programming for free on your TV or mobile device using the PBS App, or online at PBS.org.
 
Visit the PBS website to explore audio-described content: http://to.pbs.org/audio-description.

