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[bookmark: WhiteCaneSafetyDay]Tomorrow Is White Cane Safety Day

At 5 p.m. Eastern tomorrow, October 15, the Get Up and Get Moving committee will host a two-hour event, “Celebrating Travel Challenges and Opportunities” with a panel of ACB affiliate leaders. We would love to hear what you are doing for your White Cane Safety Day. So, come and hang out with us either in Zoom (info will be published in the Community daily schedule) or by listening to ACB Media 6.

[bookmark: RecognizingWhiteCaneSafetyDay]Recognizing White Cane Safety Day: Celebrating Independence and Accessibility

Each year on October 15, the American Council of the Blind (ACB) proudly joins people and organizations around the world in recognizing White Cane Safety Day. This day honors the achievements of people who are blind or have low vision and celebrates the white cane as a powerful symbol of independence. The white cane not only empowers individuals to travel safely and confidently but also serves as a reminder of the importance of accessible environments and public awareness.

Through advocacy, outreach, and partnerships, ACB works year-round to advance accessibility in all aspects of society. On this day and every day, ACB reaffirms its commitment to creating a world where people who are blind or have low vision can navigate freely and independently.

[bookmark: CelebratingIntlWhiteCaneDay]Celebrating International White Cane Day

The World Blind Union (WBU) marks International White Cane Day by reaffirming the cane’s role not only as a tool for safe and independent mobility, but as a universal symbol of pride, dignity, and the right to inclusion for blind and partially sighted people everywhere.

At a time when diversity and inclusion efforts face renewed challenges across many parts of the world, the white cane stands as a powerful reminder that blind people belong in every aspect of community life. It represents visibility, identity, and the ongoing pursuit of equal rights.

On this International White Cane Day, the World Blind Union calls on governments, policymakers, and communities worldwide to:
· Guarantee accessibility in public infrastructure, transport, and digital spaces.
· Safeguard and strengthen legal protections for the rights of persons with disabilities.
· Recognize the white cane as a universal symbol of independence and inclusion.

[bookmark: AllRecordingsNowAvailableinPodcast]All Recordings from the 2025 Convention Now Available in Podcast Format

We are proud to announce that all recordings from the 2025 ACB Conference and Convention are now available in podcast format. 

A total of 133 podcasts have been published, organized into 12 distinct podcast feeds. Each feed features podcasts grouped by similar topic areas, allowing you to more easily find content that matches your interests and needs. 

Each podcast feed is accompanied by a dedicated website that lists all the podcasts published within that feed. On these websites, you will find Show Notes for every episode, offering detailed descriptions and context. Additionally, each site provides direct links to listen to or download individual podcasts, making it convenient for you to enjoy content on your preferred device or platform.

Below are the links to each feed’s website, along with the RSS Feed URL for those who wish to subscribe and receive updates directly.

	Feed Website
	RSS Feed

	ACB Business

	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-business

	ACB Conference and Convention
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-convention

	ACB Convention: Audio Described Tours
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-ad-tours

	ACB Convention: Exhibits
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-exhibits

	ACB Focus: Advocacy
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-advocacy

	ACB Focus: Audio Description
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-audio-description

	ACB Focus: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-diversity-inclusion

	ACB Focus: Education
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-education

	ACB Focus: Employment
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-employment

	ACB Focus: Entertainment
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-entertainment

	ACB Focus: Guide Dogs
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-guide-dogs

	ACB Focus: Health and Wellness
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-health-wellness

	ACB Focus: Leadership
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-leadership

	ACB Focus: Literacy
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-literacy

	ACB Focus: Technology
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-technology

	ACB Focus: Transportation
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-focus-transportation

	Podcasts en español de la ACB
	https://pinecast.com/feed/acb-espanol



[bookmark: ACBCelebrates15thAnnivofCVAA]ACB Celebrates 15th Anniversary of the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act

The American Council of the Blind proudly celebrates the 15th anniversary of the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA). Signed into law by President Barack Obama on October 8, 2010, the CVAA remains one of the most significant legislative achievements for people who are blind, have low vision, or are DeafBlind in the digital age.

In addition to ensuring that smartphones are accessible to consumers who are blind or have low vision, the CVAA also established, for the first time, regulations requiring audio-described content on major broadcast and cable networks. This landmark provision has been championed by ACB’s Audio Description Project, which advocates for audio description across television, film, performing arts, and other media.

Read the full press release at https://www.acb.org/american-council-blind-celebrates-15th-anniversary-21st-century-communications-and-video. 

[bookmark: ACBRecognizesNDEAM80thAnniversary][bookmark: _Hlk210210552]ACB Recognizes the 80th Anniversary of National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

Each October, the American Council of the Blind (ACB) joins the nation in celebrating National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) and the valuable contributions of employees with disabilities, including people who are blind or have low vision. This year marks the 80th anniversary of NDEAM, a milestone in recognizing the importance of disability inclusion in America’s workplaces and economy.

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) theme for NDEAM 2025 is “Celebrating Value and Talent,” which underscores the positive impact people with disabilities make across industries and professions.

ACB believes that meaningful employment is a cornerstone of independence. Throughout October, ACB will highlight the many ways the organization is working to expand employment for people who are blind or have low vision, including job postings, advocacy efforts, mentoring programs, professional development resources, and community events. Follow ACB’s social media channels for NDEAM highlights throughout the month. 

To learn more about NDEAM, visit ODEP’s official webpage at https://dol.gov/ndeam. 

[bookmark: YoureInvitedtoVAStateConvention]You’re Invited to Virginia’s State Convention! 

Join your friends in Virginia for our state convention, taking place October 17-19, 2025, with the theme: Together Again – Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!

We’re excited to offer this year’s convention in a hybrid format — so whether you attend in person or online, you’ll be part of the fun!
· Virtual participation: Simply register by October 15 at acbva.org/convention-registration-form. Registration is only $10.
· Silent Auction only: Want to join the bidding but not the full convention? No problem! Register at no cost here: acbva.org/silent-auction-only-registration.

Expect an engaging weekend filled with educational sessions, lively discussions, exciting door prizes, and fantastic auction items. You can view the full agenda here: acbva.org/convention-program-2025.

For questions or help with registration or payments, email us at convention@acbva.org.

[bookmark: IVIEOnlineBusinessExpo]IVIE Online Business Expo

IVIE is offering a great opportunity to blind or visually impaired business owners/entrepreneurs. When you join in our Online Business Expo shopping experience, you can tell the audience about your business, describe your products and services, pass on contact information, and allow participants to ask questions. 

The Expo will be held on November 15, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern.

The deadline for purchasing a time slot to give a presentation is November 1, 2025. To purchase a time slot or ask questions, send an email to info@ivie-acb.org with your request to exhibit. Please send your business name, product line, your telephone number, and your email address. 

There is no cost to attend the IVIE Online Business Expo and listen to this unique shopping experience. If you are not on the IVIE email list or the ACB-conversation email list, please send an email to register so that we can send you the Zoom call details. Send the request to info@ivie-acb.org.

[bookmark: TouchofGeniusPrize]Touch of Genius Prize Now Taking Applications

The Touch of Genius Prize for Innovation is taking applications for 2026! Please see the attached flier and help us spread the word with your friends and colleagues. Applications are due January 9, 2026.
 
The Touch of Genius Prize was developed to inspire entrepreneurs, educators, or inventors to continue the promotion of braille and tactile literacy for blind and deafblind people worldwide. This prize can be granted for innovative and accessible computer software applications, tactile hardware, or curriculum that promotes braille and/or tactile literacy. NBP encourages all applicants to think outside the box for what can be used to help improve the lives of blind people. Even if you have applied in previous years, we encourage you to apply again! The winner of this prize will receive up to $10,000, which will help them to continue to innovate in the fields of technology and education for the blind community. The Touch of Genius Prize for Innovation is provided by the support of Susan Olivo and the Lavelle Fund for the Blind. 
  
Full application details and more information can be found at www.touchofgeniusprize.org. Questions can be directed to geniusprize@nbp.org.
