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The fifth annual Awards Gala airs Thursday, November 13, at 7:30 p.m. Eastern. Join hosts Alie B. Gorrie and Ashley J. Hicks to meet special guests and award recipients to celebrate the best of audio description. We'll also announce the winners of the AD People's Choice Awards! Here's how to access the show:
· ACB Media 1 (English) and ACB Media 8 (Spanish)
· ACB’s YouTube channel
· ACB Community watch party on Zoom and Clubhouse (email community@acb.org to register if you don't receive the daily Community schedule)
· ADAwardsGala.org
· Peacock, courtesy NBCUniversal (subscription required)

The Awards Gala will be available in English and Spanish, with open captions and audio description, and ASL. Don't miss it!
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Get connected with ACB and ADP through our official social media platforms! ACB is active on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, X, Mastodon, YouTube and TikTok! You can access our ACB National accounts on our official ACB website here: https://www.acb.org/home. 

You can also access our ADP accounts, (Facebook, Instagram, and X), on our official ADP website here: https://adp.acb.org/. Each platform will be linked to their respective social media icon both on the top and at the bottom of the homepage.
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The Community Support Committee would like to congratulate Cindy Labon, who was voted Volunteer of the Month for September. Thank you, Cindy, for all you do for our ACB Community!
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A new version of the official U.S. online passport renewal application has launched! The passport renewal team worked hard to build an accessibility-friendly, mobile device-compatible application that works well with assistive technology, and the American Council of the Blind has been a critical partner in achieving this goal. The team worked with the ACB to complete two rounds of testing, where we reviewed the application together to identify strengths and opportunities for improvement. While we're continuing to make necessary optimizations, our priority is to offer an experience that can be easily navigated using assistive technology. Need to renew your passport? Visit the official online passport renewal website to try out the new application for yourself!
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Purpose of the Study
Your feedback will help us better understand the needs of braille readers so that we can improve Bookshare for people who read braille and provide braille to others. Your answers will only be used by the Bookshare team to improve braille services.

Role of the Participants and Anticipated Length of the Study 
Online survey lasting roughly 10-15 minutes. Non-visually accessible Microsoft form, or email plain text alternative upon request.

Survey Link: 
https://forms.office.com/r/KjY0hqxex2

If you have questions, contact:
Diane Steinberg
Phone: (650) 352-0198
surveys@bookshare.org
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Attention: All Blind or Visually Impaired Individuals Who Allege They Have Been or in the Future Will Be Denied the Full and Equal Enjoyment of Home Depot U.S.A D/B/A Home Depot Payment Terminals' Cash-Back Feature
In Its United States Stores

This notice is to inform you about a proposed settlement that would resolve the class action lawsuit Julie Dalton, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, v. Home Depot US.A. d/b/a Home Depot, Civil Case No.: 23-cv-02126 (DWF/KLM) (D. Minn.) ("the Class Action Lawsuit"). Home Depot is referred to as "Defendant" and Ms. Dalton is referred to as "Plaintiff."

The Class Action Lawsuit alleged that Defendant violated Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12181 to 121890 ("the ADA") and its implementing regulations by failing to ensure that Defendant's payment terminals provide private, safe, independent, and full and equal access to persons who are blind or who have low-vision within the meaning of the ADA.

Defendant denied and continues to deny liability relating to the claims described in the Action, but Defendant takes its responsibilities under the ADA seriously; recognizes the importance of continued attention to and keeping pace with accessible electronic and information technology, and has agreed to take the steps described below to effect a complete resolution and settlement of all claims and controversies relating to the allegations of Plaintiff and the Class in this case.

The settlement, which must be approved by the Court, would resolve the Class Action Lawsuit. You have the right to object to the settlement, provided you do so by January 2, 2026. The Court will hold a final hearing to determine whether to approve the settlement on January 14, 2026.

Under the terms of the settlement, Defendant has agreed that it shall, at such time as it is commercially reasonable to do so, but in no event later than within four (4) years of the Effective Date:

1. Update or replace the software associated with at least one (1) payment terminal in each Home Depot store located in the United States with a cash-back feature to enable a user to hear an audio readout of on-screen prompts associated with the cash-back feature of Defendant's payment terminals and corresponding use of a tactile keypad, other tactile feedback option, or other ADA compliant option for cash-back transactions;
2. Defendant will provide training to its store managers as to this updated payment terminal software; and
3. Pay the attorney's fees and costs of the attorneys representing the Plaintiff and the Class (Throndset and Michenfelder, LLC) fees and costs in the amount of $65,000, $1,000 of which shall be paid to Plaintiff as an incentive award; provided the Court approves of these payments. The Court must approve these payments even though the parties have agreed on them. A motion for approval of these payments will be made and will be made available once it has been filed with the Court.

For more information, view the complete press release at 20251022172137826 Home Depot Class Action Lawsuit Word Doc_0.docx. 
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The Touch of Genius Prize for Innovation is taking applications for the 2026 year! Please see the attached flier and help us spread the word with your friends and colleagues. Applications are due January 9, 2026.
 
The Touch of Genius Prize was developed to inspire entrepreneurs, educators, or inventors to continue the promotion of braille and tactile literacy for blind and deafblind people worldwide. This prize can be granted for innovative and accessible computer software applications, tactile hardware, or curriculum that promotes braille and/or tactile literacy. NBP encourages all applicants to think outside the box for what can be used to help improve the lives of blind people. Even if you have applied in previous years, we encourage you to apply again! The winner of this prize will receive up to $10,000, which will help them to continue to innovate in the fields of technology and education for the blind community. The Touch of Genius Prize for Innovation is provided by the support of Susan Olivo and the Lavelle Fund for the Blind. 
  
Full application details and more information can be found at www.touchofgeniusprize.org. All questions can be directed to geniusprize@nbp.org.



