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This October, ACB is heading to the M-Enabling Summit! 
 
The M-Enabling Summit is the premiere global event for digital accessibility leaders to share strategies, explore emerging technologies, and advance inclusive digital transformation. The event starts today, October 5th, and runs through October 7th in Arlington, Va. 
 
Browse the schedule and register today at https://www.m-enabling.com/. 
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In response to the recent challenges to community integration, a bipartisan House Resolution reaffirming the right of disabled people to live in their homes and communities has been introduced by Rep. Debbie Dingell of Michigan and Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania. H.Res.1586 maintains that the Congressional intent of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act was affirmed in the Supreme Court decision of Olmstead v. L.C. This resolution clearly states that the integration mandate is the law, and that unnecessarily segregating people with disabilities into institutions is a form of discrimination. This resolution also details the history of the integration mandate and its firm placement in the law today. It calls on all levels of government to champion policies that promote community integration for people with disabilities.

ACB applauds this resolution in the House and calls on the Senate to put forward a similar resolution. To reach out to your House representatives and encourage them to sign on to this resolution and affirm disability rights, you can use our Speak4 campaign at this link: https://speak4.app/lp/at01eszb?ts=1790867190

To read the full text of the resolution, please use this link: https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/1586/text?s=1&r=1&hl=hres1586
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White Cane Safety Day is also ACB Day of Giving!
 
October 15 is a day to celebrate the independence, confidence, and freedom that the white cane represents, and to support the work of the American Council of the Blind.
 
On ACB Day of Giving, we invite you to share your story. How has ACB made a difference in your life? Maybe ACB connected you with a community, helped you find your voice, provided valuable resources, or strengthened your ability to advocate for yourself and others.
 
Share your story with friends, family, and your community, and invite them to make a gift to ACB on October 15. Your story can help others understand why ACB matters and why their support matters, too.
 
Save the date. Share your story. Give to ACB.

[bookmark: Affiliate3Information]Affiliate Information

[bookmark: IllinoisAuctionItemDescriptionsAvailable]Illinois Auction Item Descriptions Now Available

Auction item descriptions for the 2026 Illinois Council of the Blind virtual auction are now available. Remember, the auction takes place on Sunday, October 11 starting at 6 p.m. Central. We have 60 items for you to bid on.

To view the item descriptions and register for the auction, please visit https://www.icbonline.org/icb-auction/. Happy bidding! Thank you in advance for your support of the Illinois Council of the Blind!
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The Greater Orlando Council of the Blind (GOCB) will be having our annual See’s Candy fundraiser. It started on September 21, 2026 and will end on December 1st, 2026. To check out what’s available, visit 
https://www.yumraising.com/store/all-year-2026-greater-orlando-council-of-the-blind-87f7/GraCou9598.

You can place your order by phone by calling (407) 929-9837, or you can send an email to lesliespoone@cfl.rr.com with your order. When placing your order online at the link listed above, enter your own email address, NOT the email address of the person that you are shipping the item to.
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Get ready to kick off the holiday season with ACB Next Generation!

Join us for our Winter Wonderland Gift Shop: Support Our Vision fundraiser, taking place Tuesday, November 24 through Tuesday, December 8, 2026. It’s a festive way to get a head start on your holiday shopping while supporting ACB Next Generation and helping us continue to provide programs, activities, and opportunities for the next generation of blind and low-vision leaders.

More details will be coming soon, including information about participating gift shop partners and how you can shop and support ACB Next Generation this holiday season.

For questions, send an email message to fundraising@acbnextgeneration.org.

Follow ACB Next Generation on our website at www.acbnextgeneration.org and on our social media platforms for updates and more information.
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[bookmark: MoreThanHalfaMillionEyeDropsRecalled]More Than Half a Million Eye Drops Recalled

Hundreds of thousands of bottles of eye drops sold under several brand names, including Walgreens, are being recalled because the products may not be sterile, according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

The recall involves nine products, including lubricating eye drops, a nighttime eye ointment, and a hypertonicity eye solution. Which brands are involved? Here’s the list.

· Cameron Pharmaceuticals Carboxymethylcellulose Sodium 0.5% Eye Lubricant, 0.5 fl oz (15 mL)
· AvKare Carboxymethylcellulose Sodium Ophthalmic Solution 0.5%, Lubricant Eye Drops, 0.5 fluid ounces (15 mL) bottles
· AvKare Carboxymethylcellulose Sodium Ophthalmic Solution 0.5%, Lubricant Eye Drops, two-count twin packs
· Reliable-1 Laboratories Sodium Chloride Hypertonicity Ophthalmic Solution, 5%, 0.5 fluid ounces (15 mL) 
· Reliable-1 Laboratories Lubricating Tears, 0.5 fluid ounces (15 mL)
· Walgreens Lubricant Eye Drops, Carboxymethylcellulose Sodium 0.5%, 0.5 fluid ounces (15 mL) bottles
· Walgreens Lubricant Eye Drops, two-count twin packs
· TRP The Relief Products Gentle Eyes Lubricant Eye Drops, Carboxymethylcellulose sodium 0.5%
· Major LubriFresh P.M. Nighttime Ointment, 0.125 ounces (3.5 g) tubes

To find out whether your eye drops are part of this recall, visit https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/ires/index.cfm?Event=99712. 
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Dr. Tina Herzberg, in tandem with Dr. L. Penny Rosenblum, is conducting the study, “Identifying Factors Associated with Success in College Mathematics for Students Who Are Blind or Have Low Vision: Insights from Students, Faculty, and Support Personnel.” This study is funded by the Lavelle Fund for Blind Children. 

They are examining the math learning experiences of college students who are blind or have low vision (BLV) through the perspectives of multiple stakeholders. The stakeholders will have met participation criteria in fall 2023 or later. They include (a) college students who are blind or have low vision and have enrolled in a math course, (b) university instructors of math courses who have had a student who is BLV in their course, (c) university teaching assistants, graduate assistants, or math tutors who have worked with a student who is BLV, and (d) employees of disability service offices who have supported a student who is BLV enrolled in a math course. If you decide to participate in the study, you will be asked to spend approximately 30 minutes completing an online survey. 

Participation is confidential. You will receive no money for participating in the study. 

If you would like to participate, please go to https://uofsc.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8xjivfWR4tuOYHs and complete the survey. At the end of the survey, you will be asked if you are interested in receiving information about participating in a focus group in 2027. If you would like more information about the focus group opportunity, provide your name and email address. 

If you have questions, contact Dr. Herzberg via email, herzberg@uscupstate.edu, or by phone, (864) 503-5572. 
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The Transportation Research Board (TRB) recently published Report #264, titled “Providing Passenger Information to People who are Blind or Have Low Vision: A Guide.” Here’s an excerpt from the Foreword:

“TCRP Research Report 264: Providing Passenger Information to People Who Are Blind or Have Low Vision: A Guide helps public transportation agencies provide passengers who are blind or have low vision with the information they need to independently and efficiently navigate transit systems. This guide and its accompanying tools provide public transit agencies and their local partners with required, recommended, and promising practices for providing accessible fixed-route passenger information. It was developed based on literature and regulatory reviews, surveys of passengers who are blind or have low vision, surveys of transit agencies, and case studies. The information contained in the guide will be of immediate interest to public transportation managers and transit planners. The findings will serve as a valuable resource for public transportation agencies. 

“Passenger information is any information provided to passengers about where and when a transit service operates and how to access it. It is typically conveyed
in a variety of ways, including permanent signs, static maps, digital interactive maps, in-car digital displays, audio announcements, over-the-phone trip planning, and website and app-based tools, many of which rely on visual cues unavailable or difficult to use for people with vision disabilities.”

ACB member Ron Brooks was a part of the research team for this project, which took over two years to complete. The report is too large to email, but you can download a copy at the following link: https://www.nationalacademies.org/read/29529/chapter/1

The report is in PDF. If you have challenges trying to download or read it, please let Ron Brooks know via email, ronbrooks67@gmail.com.
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Using assistive technology (AT) successfully in the workplace involves more than knowing how to use a particular device or program. Workers also need strategies for troubleshooting problems, adapting to technology changes, and navigating accessibility barriers. 
 
The National Research & Training Center on Blindness and Low Vision at Mississippi State University has created a new Assistive Technology-Related Resources webpage that brings together practical, research-based tools. These resources grew out of our AT in the Workplace study, which examined AT use by workers who are blind or have low vision (B/LV) and challenges experienced with AT use on the job.  

The resources are designed for multiple audiences, including AT instructors, rehabilitation professionals, people who are B/LV, and others who support their employment and technology needs. 

Explore some of the newest resources: 
· Assistive Technology in the Workplace course. This 1.5-hour course will provide insights from our AT study, including how professionals can put the findings into practice.  CEUs are available.  
· Checklist for Teaching Exploration & Troubleshooting: A tool for AT instructors to help ensure the exploration and troubleshooting skills students need to navigate changing technology and solve problems independently are covered during training. 
· AT Study: Highlights for Professionals: An easy-to-use summary of key findings from NRTC's research on assistive technology and employment. 
· Accessibility Workarounds Recommended by Blind and Low Vision Workers: Practical strategies shared by B/LV workers for navigating accessibility barriers in the workplace. 

The NRTC will soon add several new fact sheets that identify the core technology skills needed by screen reader users in the workplace.  

For more information on the courses available through the NRTC, visit https://nrtc.catalog.instructure.com/. 
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On September 2, 2026, the United National General Assembly adopted a resolution called Access to Assistive Technology. The resolution was drafted and negotiated by Ms. Saima Saleen, Pakistan’s first blind career diplomat. This resolution recognized the need to make assistive technology more affordable and to integrate it into national systems, including healthcare, education, employment, and social services. The resolution recognized that access to assistive technologies such as screen readers, prosthetics, hearing aids, wheelchairs, and more supports quality education, reduces inequality, and improves well-being. The resolution showed international consensus that can be used as a tool for supporting national legislation and policy reforms regarding assistive technology. The resolution also calls upon Member States and the United Nations to invest in and support global efforts to provide technical and economic assistance to achieve universal access to assistive technologies.

ACB appreciates this resolution as a positive step toward an accessible future for all, as assistive technology provides a strong foundation for users to build independent lives with equal access to education, healthcare, and full participation in society.

Agenda Item 25, Access to Assistive Technology, can be found at the following link:
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/ltd/n26/214/84/pdf/n2621484.pdf

A press release of the UN’s adoption of the resolution on Access to Assistive Technology, including the list of member states who co-sponsored the resolution, can be found at the following link:
https://atscalepartnership.org/news-stories/un-general-assembly-adopts-landmark-resolution-access-assistive-technology
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What would make smart glasses genuinely useful to people who are blind or have low vision? Taylor Adaptive, an early-stage student project led by Abdulrahman Yagoub at the University of Maryland-Baltimore County, and Ahmad Taylor at Ithaca College, is seeking community input to help answer that question.

We are exploring ways smart glasses might support indoor navigation, obstacle awareness, and access to everyday information. Before making further design decisions, we want to understand people’s experiences, priorities, and frustrations with existing technology. We are especially interested in how a future device could complement tools such as white canes and guide dogs.

Adults who are blind or have low vision are invited to share feedback through a short online survey or an informal phone conversation. We welcome perspectives from people who use assistive technology regularly and those who prefer simpler solutions. Participation is voluntary, and you may share as much or as little as you wish.

This is a request for feedback, not an advertisement for a finished product. Your input will help us decide which problems to focus on.

Survey: https://forms.gle/gnSbjvDUNB3jTTgh6

Contact Abdulrahman Yagoub:
ayagoub1@umbc.edu
(443) 515-1875
