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· Nanoscope Therapeutics Announces U.S. Food and Drug Administration Acceptance of Biologics License Application for MOGENRY for the Treatment of Retinitis Pigmentosa with Severe Vision Loss
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· MSP Airport Debuts Tactile Maps
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[bookmark: ProductionofAccessibleBillPostponed]Production of Accessible $10 Bill Pushed to 2027

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing has filed their court-ordered semi-annual report on their efforts to make US currency accessible. Unfortunately, the BEP asserts that they have run into additional testing and calibration needs for the accessible $10 note. Therefore, the note is now scheduled for production in 2027, instead of 2026. ACB is disappointed with this news.

Additional updates included in the report were that BEP continues to work with various entities across the United States to distribute currency readers to constituents, including libraries, Veterans Affairs Blind Rehabilitation Centers, and others. As of September 3, 2026, BEP states that the program has distributed more than 120,000 currency readers. Further, BEP continues to support mobile device applications which can function as currency readers. As of September 3, 2026, there have been more than 229,00 app downloads.

ACB will continue to keep members informed of progress on this issue.

[bookmark: SupremeCourtBlocksNewPolicy]Supreme Court Blocks New Policy to Restrict Mail Ballots for 2026 Midterm Elections

We are very happy to announce that the Supreme Court has blocked a new policy which attempted to restrict mail ballots in the 2026 midterm elections. This decision means that states can continue sending out and accepting mail ballots for the upcoming midterm elections as they have done in years past, which is a win for the disability community. 

The mail ballot restrictions would have included a requirement for all states to have the same envelope style and to submit lists of eligible voters in an online portal, which was still not operational less than two months out from the midterm elections. The Postal Service could then refuse to deliver ballots to states who did not comply and could toss out millions of ballots if there was even a single barcode error. ACB previously submitted comments in opposition to these proposed restrictions, which can be found at the following link: ACB Comments to the USPS Regarding Access to Mail Ballots (Word doc)

The Supreme Court's decision protects voting by mail for the 2026 midterm elections. 

An article from AP News covering this story is linked here: https://apnews.com/article/trump-mail-voting-executive-order-lawsuit-78a4fbeb48d9c5fd27d1c865529fc65f

[bookmark: ACBSelectedtoReceiveNavigatorAward]ACB Selected to Receive the 2026 Navigator Award from APH

We’re proud to announce that ACB has been selected to receive the 2026 Navigator Award from the American Printing House for the Blind (APH)!

The Navigator Award recognizes collaborative efforts to remove barriers and create opportunities for people who are blind. APH is honoring ACB for its longstanding advocacy for audio description and its work to make this important access feature more widely available across entertainment and educational programming.

From advocating for legislative and regulatory action beginning in the early 1990s to helping advance audio description requirements in the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act, ACB has worked for decades to expand access to described programming. APH also recognized ACB’s role in providing information about described programs, advancing the quality of audio description, and recognizing leaders in the field.

ACB will accept the award during APH’s annual meeting in October.




Affiliate Information

[bookmark: _Toc238030549][bookmark: ICB3rdVirtualAuction]ICB’s Third Virtual Auction

The Illinois Council of the Blind (ICB) will hold their third virtual auction on Sunday, October 11th at 6 p.m. Central time. There is no cost to attend.

What kinds of things will be auctioned off? We have gift cards, baked goods, jewelry, home and kitchen items, unique and rare items, an Apple Watch, a BlindShell Classic 2 cell phone, an iPad, and MUCH MORE!

Registration is now open! To register, visit www.icbonline.org, or call the ICB office at (217) 523-4967.

We hope you will join us and support our fundraiser.

[bookmark: IowaPartnerswithACBreRayBanSmartGlasses]Iowa Council Partners with ACB to Distribute Ray-Ban Meta Smart Glasses to Blind Veterans

The Iowa Council of the United Blind (ICUB) is proud to partner with the American Council of the Blind (ACB) and Meta to distribute Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses to blind veterans.

Eligible blind veterans can receive a pair of Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses at no cost during this special distribution event.

The event will take place on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Iowa Department for the Blind, 524 Fourth Street in Des Moines.

[bookmark: LifeDoesNotHavetoStopAfterVisionLoss]Life Does Not Have to Stop After Vision Loss

Are you a senior experiencing vision loss — or 
adjusting to changes in your vision? Know that you are not alone!

The Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss (AAVL) is a special-interest affiliate of the American Council of the Blind (ACB) dedicated to helping older adults navigate life with vision loss while staying informed, connected, active, and engaged.  

We share ways for folks like you to get information about living well and confidently despite vision loss. We connect you with support and services as you discover what you need, advocate at the national, state, and local levels, educating folks about blindness, and work to promote more inclusive accessible communities, while empowering you to advocate for yourself and others.  

For more information, or to become a member, contact us by email at president@aavl-blind-seniors.org. Or visit our website, https://www.aavl-blind-seniors.org. 

Life does not have to stop after vision loss. Join us!!
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[bookmark: FDAAcceptsBiologicsLicenseAppforMogenry]Nanoscope Therapeutics Announces U.S. Food and Drug Administration Acceptance of Biologics License Application for MOGENRY for the Treatment of Retinitis Pigmentosa with Severe Vision Loss 

Nanoscope Therapeutics, Inc. ("Nanoscope"), a biotechnology company focused on developing and commercializing novel, disease‑agnostic therapies for patients with photoreceptor loss and vision impairment due to retinal degeneration, recently announced that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has accepted and filed the Biologics License Application (BLA) seeking approval of MOGENRY® (sonpiretigene isteparvovec, MCO-010), an optogenetic gene therapy designed for vision restoration for patients with retinitis pigmentosa (RP) having severe vision loss.

The Biologics License Application (BLA) is supported by positive efficacy and safety data from the Phase 1/2a trial (NCT04919473), and the RESTORE Phase 2b/3 multicenter, randomized, double-masked, sham-controlled clinical trial (NCT04945772). RESTORE met its primary and key secondary endpoints, demonstrating improvements in visual acuity at weeks 52 and 76. MOGENRY was well tolerated, with no treatment-related serious adverse events reported.

If approved, MOGENRY would be the first gene-agnostic treatment available for patients with retinitis pigmentosa having severe vision loss.

[bookmark: ClosingtheGap44thAnnualConference]Closing the Gap 44th Annual Conference

The 44th annual Closing the Gap Conference, which focuses on Assistive Technology in Special Education, Rehabilitation and Everyday Living, will be held October 20-22 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Bloomington-Minneapolis South. 

One Registration. Three Full Days of Learning. We are moving to an all-inclusive, 3-day format designed to maximize your time and your professional development budget. New this year: full-day workshops are no longer an “add-on” — they are part of your core conference registration!

Day 1, October 20: Begin with an expert-led, full-day workshop, then join us for an evening of networking at our Exhibit Grand Opening and Reception.

Days 2 & 3, October 21-22: Dive into our traditional programming with over 160 sessions, full access to the exhibit hall, and the AT Maker Fair.

You can view the daily conference schedule at https://www.closingthegap.com/conference/schedule/. 

Registration covers complimentary breakfast daily, as well as CEUs and a certificate of contact hours.

For more information, go to https://www.closingthegap.com/conference/. To register, visit https://www.closingthegap.com/conference/registration/. 

[bookmark: AccessiblePharmacyResearchProject]Accessible Pharmacy Research Project

Dr. Alex Cohen, pharmacy co-founder and Chief Accessibility Officer, has two surveys that he would greatly appreciate your help with. One focuses on employment searches and another on sports team websites. Take both surveys below for a chance to win a gift card!

To participate in either survey, you must meet all of the following criteria:
· Blind individuals 18 years of age or older
· Use assistive technology to access digital content

Each survey takes approximately 5 minutes. All responses are anonymous, and no identifiable information is being collected. At the end of each survey you are invited to include your email address if you would like a chance to win a gift card.

To take the accessible employment search survey, visit https://tinyurl.com/5cvstufd. For the accessible sports team websites survey, go to https://tinyurl.com/yr9kfbbh. 

[bookmark: MSPAirportDebutsTactileMaps]MSP Airport Debuts Tactile Maps

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) is providing a new navigational resource for people who are blind or have low vision. MSP is the first airport in North America to offer tactile maps for its entire suite of public restrooms to help users better understand the layout of key fixtures within each facility.

Nearly 150 tactile maps — which measure approximately two to three feet square — have been installed near each restroom entrance at a height between 48 and 60 inches from the floor, an optimal reach range based on Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines.
 
The MAC partnered with members of its own MSP Travelers with Disabilities Advisory Committee to develop map symbols, since there are no national standards. Along with lettering and braille, the map symbols — including square, triangle, line and oval, and diamond — note locations for stalls, urinals, accessible stalls, sinks and other fixtures. Every map marks a “start here” entrance location with a raised-dot path to orient users how to move through the restroom.  

For more information, visit https://www.mspairport.com/airport/accessibility/tactile-maps. 

[bookmark: CaregiverExperiencesandMentalHealth]Caregiver Experiences and Mental Health Among Disabled Adults

My name is Melissa Shang, and I’m a Clinical Psychology PhD student at Oregon State University.

For my master’s thesis, I’m conducting a study on caregiving experiences among disabled adults and how these experiences relate to mental health. Many disabled adults rely on caregivers for support with activities of daily living, and caregiving relationships can vary widely. This study examines caregiving experiences among disabled adults and how they relate to mental health.

Participation involves completing a 45-minute online survey about your disability status, your experiences with your caregiver(s), and your mental health.

You may be eligible to participate if you:
· Are 18 years of age or older
· Live in the United States
· Identify as a person with a disability or chronic condition
· Currently receive help with activities of daily living from at least one caregiver, such as a family member, friend, professional caregiver, or nurse

The survey link is https://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6W0VpX37J328nRQ. To learn more, send an email message to cemhstudy@gmail.com. 

[bookmark: BMFIntlMusicCompetitionfortheBlind]2026 BMF International Music Competition for the Blind and Visually Impaired Musicians

The Bella Music Foundation (BMF) International Music Competition is open to blind and visually impaired solo classical and jazz musicians of any nationality.

Applicants must meet the following age requirements as of the application deadline:
Division I – Junior Division (Classical only): Ages 10–14
Division II – Young Artist Division (Classical and Jazz): Ages 15–20
Division III – Emerging Artist Division (Classical and Jazz): Ages 21–30

The competition is open to instrumentalists, vocalists, and composers.
Classical Division: Ages 10–30
Jazz Division: Ages 15–30

Application Deadline: October 1, 2026
Application Fee: $90 U.S. (non-refundable)

Applicants must submit the following:
· Completed application form (https://forms.gle/vkrd11uhaXzrP9c99)​
· Official government-issued identification
· Proof of legal blindness or visual impairment
· PDF copy of the score (where applicable)
· Artistic résumé
· Recent headshot
· A YouTube or other video-sharing platform link to the audition video

All submitted materials become the property of Bella Music Foundation and will not be returned. 

Preliminary Round – Recorded Video Audition
· Applicants must submit one continuous, unedited video (3–15 minutes in length) recorded within six months of the application date.
· The contestant’s face and hands must remain visible throughout the performance.
· Finalists will be notified by email and announced on the Bella Music Foundation website on October 12, 2026.

For more information, visit https://tinyurl.com/2fdbkuxc. 
