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In this issue, you will find the following articles:  

ACB Organizational Information
· Accessible Medication Label Experiences at Walgreens
· We Can’t Wait Act Introduced in the House
· Holiday Auction Coming Up in Late November

Affiliate Information
· Kicking for a Cause National Online Auction Benefiting the Palmetto Council of the Blind, September 10–20, 2026
· Friends in Art Open House
· ICB’s Third Virtual Auction
· Independent Visually Impaired Entrepreneurs Online Business Expo

Blindness-Related Information
· NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
· ACB to Attend M-Enabling Summit
· AAPD Summer Internship Program Application Now Available
· Sports Team Website Accessibility Survey
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If you are blind or have low vision and have tried to get medication from a Walgreens pharmacy since August 2025, but were not provided an accessible medication label, or had an issue with the accessible medication label provided, we want to hear about your experience.

Please tell us:
· When this happened (date or approximate timeframe)
· Where it happened (Walgreens pharmacy location)
· What happened, including what you requested and how the pharmacy responded
· Whether you ultimately received an accessible label or another accessible way to identify your medication
· If you did receive an accessible way of identifying your medication, whether you had any issues with quality or usability of the accessible way of identifying the medication

Your experience can help us understand whether Walgreens pharmacies are meeting their obligations to blind and low vision customers. Please email your responses to advocacy@acb.org.
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We are pleased to share that the We Can't Wait Act has been introduced in the House of Representatives by Rep. Carol Miller of West Virginia and co-sponsored by Rep. Suzan DelBene of Washington and Rep. Susie Lee of Nevada. This bill was introduced in the Senate earlier this year, and we are excited that the companion bill has now been introduced in the House.

As a reminder, this bill would amend the Social Security Act to allow individuals who are applying for disability benefits to elect to receive a portion of their SSDI benefits during the waiting period in exchange for a moderate reduction in their monthly benefit amount. Instead of having to wait up to five months for payments to begin, SSDI beneficiaries could opt to receive a portion of their benefits right away. 

We have updated our We Can't Wait Act Speak4 campaign to reflect the introduction of this bill. Now your messages will go to both your Senators and your House Rep. You can access the updated Speak4 campaign here: https://speak4.app/lp/fn01vsao?ts=1788289686.
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It is time for our annual ACB Media Holiday Auction. The Sneak a Peek Appetizer auction will be on Friday, November 27 and Saturday, November 28, with the main auction being on Sunday, November 29 starting at 5 p.m. Eastern time. 

The deadline for descriptions and pictures will be Monday, October 5, 2026. Send photos and descriptions to Leslie Spoone, lesliespoone@cfl.rr.com. 

We look forward to a bidding frenzy with your fellow ACB family.
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Benefiting the Palmetto Council of the Blind
September 10–20, 2026

Join us for the Kicking for a Cause National Online Auction and support the Palmetto Council of the Blind while bidding on an exciting variety of unique items from across the country!

Featured auction items include:
· 🏀 Autographed Dawn Staley basketball
· 👩‍🦯 Low Vision Resource & Entertainment Basket
· 🦯 $100 Ambutech gift certificate
· 🍫 One pound of gourmet fudge from Cecily's Custom Confections
· 🌿 dōTERRA and REVIVE essential oil collections
· 🎨 Original artwork by the daughter of Cindy Hollis
· 🧶 Handmade baby afghan
· 💍 Jewelry
· ☕ Gift cards to Starbucks, Bath & Body Works, and many more
· 🎁 Home décor, specialty gifts, technology, handmade items, experiences, and much more!

Creating an account is quick and easy! Register before the auction begins or simply create your account when placing your first bid.

We're still accepting donations! If you, your affiliate, or your business would like to donate a new item, please contact:
Jennifer Bazer
Jennifer.h.bazer@gmail.com

Auction Website:
https://scblind.betterworld.org/auctions/kicking-cause

Create Your Bidder Account:
https://betterworld.org/sign-up/individual/

Need assistance? If you need help creating an account, navigating the auction website, or placing a bid during the auction, please contact:
Malaya Reece
mreece622@gmail.com
(704) 677-9496

Every bid helps support the Palmetto Council of the Blind's mission of providing advocacy, peer support, education, community engagement, and opportunities for individuals who are blind or experiencing vision loss throughout South Carolina.
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Calling all members and supporters of Friends in Art! We’d love for you to join us for an evening of conversation and updates.

When: Wednesday, September 16
Time: 8 p.m. Eastern / 7 p.m. Central / 6 p.m. Mountain / 5 p.m. Pacific / 4 p.m. Honolulu

Here is what we’ll be covering:
· Introduce you to our new board members
· Share our latest award, programs and initiatives
· Open the floor to hear from you — what are we doing well, and what we could be doing better.

Hope to see you there!

Contact us: president@friendsinart.org 
www.friendsinart.org 

This call will be listed on the ACB Community schedule. To subscribe or request the Zoom joining information, contact community@acb.org.

[bookmark: _Toc238030549][bookmark: ICB3rdVirtualAuction]ICB’s Third Virtual Auction

Mark your calendars! Illinois Council of the Blind (ICB) will have their third virtual auction on Sunday, October 11th at 6 p.m. Central time.

We will auction things like gift cards, baked goods, jewelry, home and kitchen items, unique and rare items, an Apple Watch, a BlindShell Classic 2 cell phone, iPad to auction, and MUCH MORE!

There is no cost to attend. Registration opens September 29th. You can register by going to www.icbonline.org. You can also register by calling the ICB office at (217) 523-496.

We hope you will join us and support our fundraiser.
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IVIE is offering a great opportunity to blind or visually impaired business owners/entrepreneurs. When you join in our Online Business Expo shopping experience, you can tell the audience about your business, describe your products and services, pass on contact information, and allow participants to ask questions. For IVIE members, the fee for presenting for 15 minutes is $10, for a half hour is $20, or for an hour is $30. Not an IVIE member? Then, the fee for presenting is an additional $15 — $25 for 15 minutes, $35 for a half-hour session, or $45 for an hour session. Non-members have the option of having $15 of the payment used to pay IVIE dues for 2027.

All those participating in the call, whether presenting or not, will use the same Zoom information to connect. The date and time is November 14, 2026, from 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern.

The deadline for purchasing a time slot to give a presentation is October 31, 2026. To purchase a time slot or ask questions, send an email to info@ivie-acb.org with your request to exhibit. You will be sent an online business expo registration form which will include a link for payment and additional information. If you wish to attend the IVIE Online Business Expo and listen to this unique shopping experience, there is no cost. However, if you are not on the IVIE email list or the ACB-conversation email list or leadership list, please send an email to register so we can send you the Zoom call details. Send the request to info@ivie-acb.org.
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NASA will host a virtual webinar at 2 p.m. EDT on Friday, Oct. 2, titled “The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions: An Accessible Webinar for the Blind and Low-Vision Community.” This webinar is open to the public, however it is tailored specifically for a blind and low-vision audience.

The webinar will last about two hours and include an audio-described video of an RS-25 engine test, a Q&A session with an Artemis engineer, and a panel about accessibility in space and science. The event will be hosted on the Zoom platform. 

If you’re interested in attending the webinar, you must RSVP using this form by Friday, Sept. 25. Questions can be directed to thalia.k.patrinos@nasa.gov. The details of the webinar will be emailed to registrants in the days leading up to the event.

NASA’s Artemis program will send astronauts on increasingly difficult missions to explore the Moon and establish a Moon Base on the lunar surface. For additional information on the Artemis missions, visit:
https://www.nasa.gov/artemis.
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This October, ACB is heading to the M-Enabling Summit! 
 
The M-Enabling Summit is the premier global event for digital accessibility leaders to share strategies, explore emerging technologies, and advance inclusive digital transformation. The event will take place October 5-7 in Arlington, Va. 
 
Regular pricing ends on September 14, so browse the schedule and register today at https://www.m-enabling.com/. 
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The 2027 AAPD Summer Internship Program Application is now open! For Summer 2027, AAPD will offer a hybrid internship program, in which some interns will join remotely from across the country, while others will be based in Washington, D.C. All interns will work full-time for 32 hours a week for 10 weeks during the summer and participate in various AAPD programming and activities.

Interns will:
· Participate in a one-week orientation to prepare for their internship, meet with the cohort, and learn about the disability rights movement
· Work at their paid internship program Monday - Thursday
· Participate in weekly in-house programming on Fridays
· Attend events and network on Capitol Hill, conferences, community events, briefings, and more
· Connect one-on-one with a mentor who provides career guidance

The summer 2027 internship application is due on October 1 at 5 p.m. Eastern time. For more information, or to apply, visit https://tinyurl.com/38xkvht2. 

Interested potential applicants can join a virtual information session on Thursday, September 10, from 12 - 1 p.m. Eastern to learn more about the program and application process, and get their questions answered. CART and ASL will be provided. The session will be recorded and shared on the AAPD website. To sign up for this session, visit https://tinyurl.com/4hmhseyw. 

For additional information, please visit our Summer Internship Program webpage. If you have any questions, please email info@aapd.com or call (202) 521-4316.
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Calling all sports fans! Alex H. Cohen, Ph.D., and his team are conducting a study on the accessibility of sports team websites for fans who are blind and low vision. The survey takes about 5 minutes to complete and has been made to be accessible with assistive technologies. Participants should be at least 18 years old and use assistive technology to navigate the internet, ideally from the U.S. and Europe. No personal or identifiable information is being collected.

You can provide your email address if you want to enter to win a prize in raffle drawings taking place at the end of September. Prizes may include $50 Amazon gift cards or $10 Dunkin gift cards.

Please reach out with any questions to acohen2@wcupa.edu.

Survey link:
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://njitmanagement.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0J29DOgFz3sU2UK__;!!BGRtF3g!r6SLoAc7rCt67gg4cWfWI2JGzWJnuuCp9r9-IXMRVROPtJqaUfgJ3DL5S87z7sN8l1dxhhBiNyHESbqCDKwNu7J_CQ$
