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President’s Message: 
Protect Your Economic Identity!
by Kim Charlson

I have heard from many people who are blind around the country who have experienced identity theft, or who have had their economic security jeopardized by a corporate security breach. As people who are blind, we often rely to some extent on the assistance of others to conduct our financial business. Whether you rely on a family member, friend, or volunteer to read mail, write checks, make deposits or withdrawals from your bank or ATM machine, I encourage you to be vigilant and take steps to protect your economic identity. 

Let me share with you some resources that you may use to protect yourself from identity theft. As a result of structured negotiation by the American Council of the Blind, the California Council of the Blind, and attorneys Lainey Feingold and Linda Dardarian, free credit reports are available for people who are blind or visually impaired in braille, large print, audio CD and online in an accessible format. A free credit report can be ordered from any of the three credit reporting agencies, Equifax, Experian, or TransUnion, by calling toll-free, 1-877-322-8228. This is an automated system. After entering identifying information, including your telephone number and Social Security number, callers will be given the option of receiving reports in braille, large print or audio formats. The reports will also be sent separately in print. The alternative format version you select should arrive within two or three days of the print copy. The request to select your format comes toward the end of the process.

You should be aware that while credit reports are free through the toll-free number above, credit scores are not. Information on how to request credit scores will be provided when ordering the initial reports. Credit scores should also be provided in braille, large print, and audio formats to those who order the initial reports in these formats.

Credit reports delivered online have been designed to be accessible in accordance with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines. They are available only through Annualcreditreport.com – the official web site operated by the three credit reporting agencies. You should be aware that not all sites that claim to provide free reports actually have free reports, and certainly not all of those sites are accessible.
For the past five years the three credit reporting agencies have been very committed to providing credit report information in accessible formats for people with visual impairments. The companies have also been quick to resolve any problems that may arise, including issues with inaccessible captchas that were quickly corrected with the substitution of an accessible captcha option for logging into the site and requesting a free credit report.

At this time of year when people are thinking about financial issues and taxes, those of us who are blind or visually impaired must take extra precautions to protect our private and confidential financial information. Utilize the available resources, including a free annual credit report in an accessible format. While doing so, remember and be proud of the advocacy victory ACB helped to make possible for anyone who is blind or visually impaired to maintain their financial independence and credibility.

Rochester 2019: A Sneak Preview of Affiliate and Committee Programming

by Janet Dickelman

Spring is just around the corner. ACB’s special-interest affiliates and committees are busy planning their workshops, seminars and meetings for the 2019 national conference and convention. The below listing is based on information shared on a convention planning call and is only a small snapshot of what you will find at this year’s convention.

Convention dates are Friday, July 5th through Friday, July 12th.

Special-Interest Affiliates

American Association of Blind Teachers (AABT): Teachers will hold their breakfast on Saturday, July 6th, including a fun game show “Out of Sight Jeopardy” with blindness-related categories. Other programming is still in the planning stage.

Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss (AAVL) will host a luncheon and program on the older independent blind programs under 55.

American Association of Visually Impaired Attorneys (AAVIA) will hold sessions Saturday, Sunday and their luncheon and speaker on Tuesday.

ACB Families (ACBF): Monday is family day with a breakfast, and the ever-popular Families Bingo!

ACB Government Employees (ACBGE) will host a mixer on Tuesday, a luncheon on Wednesday, and two sessions on resume writing.

ACB Lions (ACBL) will be roaring on Wednesday, July 10th with a luncheon and speaker plus Milly’s Place Pin Swap.  


ACB Radio Amateurs (ACBRA) will hold their program on Wednesday with a speaker on ham radio operators and emergencies. They will also give away a handheld radio to a licensed ham operator.

ACB Students (ACBS) will have a kickoff event Friday evening, host the scholarship luncheon and business meeting on Saturday, speed networking Sunday, and several other programs, including joint sessions with other affiliates and comedy night on Wednesday.

Blind Information Technology (BITS) will hold programming on Saturday and Sunday and a big birthday bash Sunday evening.

Blind LGBT Pride International (BPI) will hold six wine tastings; seminars on discussing intimate relations with your partner; mind-body workshops; two movie events and a joint session with the rehabilitation issues task force on small business funding through vocational rehabilitation.

Braille Revival League (BRL) will hold braille orienteering on Saturday, which is a scavenger hunt with braille clues and prizes. On Monday join BRL for their breakfast, an afternoon program on braille display comparison, and games with Ralph (a chance to play games using braille). On Tuesday, they will hold a joint program with Library Users of America.

The Council of Citizens with Low Vision International (CCLVI) is turning 40 this year! In addition to their mixer on Saturday, they will hold an evening birthday bash and game night on Sunday. They are planning a session with the newly formed Next Generation committee on smart houses. Other programming is still in the planning stage.

Friends-in-Art of ACB (FIA) will hold their mixer on Saturday, a drum circle, and prose and poetry reading on Sunday. On Monday FIA will hold a luncheon in conjunction with Visually Impaired Veterans of America (VIVA) featuring Marty Klein, a blind veteran and author who recently produced and directed the movie “Why Can’t We Serve.” The movie addresses the growing rate of suicide among veterans who feel they no longer can contribute to society. He portrays many who have remained in service despite blindness and other major injuries, and questions why other veterans who wish to continue to serve are not allowed to do so. After his presentation the film will be shown. Also on Monday, FIA will host a writers’ workshop and the Showcase of the Performing Arts. This year it will feature unplugged acoustic performances and storytelling.

Independent Visually Impaired Entrepreneurs (IVIE): Join IVIE for its Marketplace day on Saturday. Their luncheon and a session on taxes will be held on Tuesday, as will their small business expo.

ACB Committees

Durward K. McDaniel First-Timer (DKM) committee will host a mixer on Wednesday, July 10th.

International Relations (IRC) will host the Voices from Around the World luncheon on Monday, where you will meet and hear from our international guests. They are planning a program on cross-cultural communications and avoiding cultural faux pas.

Multicultural Affairs will host a luncheon and program on Sunday and a mid-week social on Tuesday.

Next Generation will hold several events, plus a trivia night, and an event on Wednesday prior to ACBS comedy night.

Sight and Sound Impaired Committee (SASI) will hold their mixer on Sunday and a program on Monday.

Women’s Concerns (WCC) will hold Yogalates on Sunday and their Sister Power breakfast on Wednesday.

Convention Registration Update

This year we are offering an exclusive opportunity for ACB members to register early. Convention pre-registration from May 22nd through 26th will be only for ACB members. This will enable our membership to have first choice to register for tours and other sessions.

To become a member at large, visit www.acb.org/user/register. The cost is $10 per year. Don’t have computer access? Not a problem! Contact the Minneapolis office at (612) 332-3242.

Staying in Touch

Craving more information than you get in the Forum? Check out the convention announce list; it will be filled with updated information on tours, seminars, workshops, exhibits, and more! To subscribe to the list, send a blank e-mail to acbconvention-subscribe@acblists.org. If you received updates for the 2018 convention, you don’t need to subscribe again.

Hotel Details

Room rates at the Hyatt and the Riverside are $89 per night (single or double occupancy, with an additional $10 per person for up to four people per room). This room rate does not include tax, which is currently 14%. To reserve a room at the Riverside, call (585) 546-6400; for the Hyatt, call 1-800-233-1234. Be sure to mention that you are with the American Council of the Blind. Book by June 7, 2019 to guarantee the convention rate. To make reservations online, visit www.acb.org and follow the 2019 convention link.  

Convention Contacts

2019 exhibit information: Michael Smitherman, (601) 331-7740, amduo@bellsouth.net 

2019 advertising and sponsorships: Margarine Beaman, (512) 921-1625, oleo50@hotmail.com 

For any other convention-related questions, contact Janet Dickelman at (651) 428-5059 or via email, janet.dickelman@gmail.com. 

DKM First-Timers Committee Prepares to Receive Applications for 2019

For more than 20 years, the DKM First-Timers Program has been in existence. Efforts to introduce the program and identify new leaders for the furtherance of ACB has been directed by designated DKM committee members and chairpersons. A majority of committee members have been previously selected as DKM First-Timers, and a number of these individuals have gone on to serve on multiple ACB committees and as chapter, state and special-interest affiliate officers, including the office of president, of their respective affiliates. For the benefit of new ACB members, the acronym “DKM” refers to Durward K. McDaniel, the founding father of ACB.

The selection process includes two recipients being chosen as DKM First-Timers — one from east and one from west of the Mississippi River. The DKM committee reserves the right to recognize two recipients from the east or west if there are no qualified applicants from one of the specified areas.

Let’s hear testimonials from former recipients of the DKM First-Timers Award.

Becky Dunkerson:

“It truly was an honor and an experience that I will treasure forever. The convention provided me with a different perspective of what leadership is and showed me more about ACB and the convention itself.

“The DKM reception was very nice and it was awesome to see a room full of past winners and to talk with some ‘old-timers’ of the committee.”

Graham Steel:

“I enjoyed the workshops I attended and learned much. What a great chance to gather information in multiple areas. I believe the workshop I liked the most was the Leadership Institute where we role-played different situations, and the lady in charge was Rebecca Bridges.”

Nicholas McNeill:

“During the leadership-oriented workshops, I learned not only of leadership improvement traits but how to implement and use them in scenarios that have happened, or could potentially occur, in my direct personal experience. I found them to be one of the most interesting aspects of my trip.

“[Listening to] speakers who are making and influencing a positive impact on and for the visually impaired community was one of the many aspects to the general sessions, which I very much enjoyed.”

To be eligible for consideration, each applicant must meet specific requirements, which includes being age 18 or older; blind or visually impaired; an ACB member in good standing, and never have attended a previous ACB national conference and convention.

The DKM program and ACB honor recipients by funding round-trip air travel and supporting transportation, hotel accommodations (double occupancy), per diem allowance for meals and incidentals, leadership institute, reception, banquet tickets, the general convention registration fee, and other activities determined by the committee and ACB’s board of directors. Optional tours and other fun activities are not covered by the program. The responsibilities of each recipient include but are not limited to attending the full week of conference and convention activities from Saturday, July 6 through Friday, July 12; participating in daily general sessions, the Keys to the Convention seminar, and special-interest and committee seminars, while interacting with ACB leaders and fellow members. Refer to the official award announcement in the January 2019 issue of “The ACB Braille Forum!” If you have questions, contact DKM committee chair Kenneth Semien Sr. by sending email semien.k@att.net or dial (409) 866-5838.

Step Into the Leadership Spotlight

Apply to Become a 2019 ACB & JPMorgan Chase Leadership Fellow

by Kenneth Semien Sr.

Do you meet the qualifications of the ACB & JPMorgan Chase Leadership Fellows Program? If so, the leadership spotlight is shining in your direction. Read below to confirm your eligibility and necessary commitment to become a member of the 2019 Class of Leadership Fellows! For the fourth consecutive year, JPMorgan Chase will provide full access to the ACB conference and convention for 5 ACB members who have demonstrated leadership abilities. Get connected with previous classes of Leadership Fellows who have taken advantage of this enlightening experience while meeting other members and active leaders from around the country. By attending the 58th annual convention in Rochester, N.Y., as a Leadership Fellow, you will be introduced to tools for success through participation in informative workshops, seminars and leadership development sessions that are sure to prepare you to serve well in future leadership roles within ACB, your local chapter, and your state or special-interest affiliate.

To be a qualified applicant, you are required to meet specific criteria, including but not limited to the following three elements: 

· 18 years of age or older;

· Blind or visually impaired; and 

· An ACB member in good standing.

Eligible applicants must be endorsed by the president of their state or special-interest affiliate. 

The application process for this award also consists of submitting two letters and participating in a telephone interview with a team of DKM committee members. Your letter must include the objectives in applying for the leadership award; a brief summary of your education and relevant experience; number of years of membership in ACB, as well as previous conventions attended, if any; description of one’s role as a leader; and examples of what you bring to ACB. Be sure to include your full name, physical address, telephone number where you can be reached, and your primary email address. The affiliate president’s letter of recommendation should address the applicant’s contributions to the affiliate, ACB and community organizations; and describe the applicant’s demonstrated leadership skills and leadership potential. Thirty-minute telephone interviews will be scheduled for mid-April.

All recipients receive round-trip transportation; hotel accommodation (double occupancy), per diem stipend for meals and incidentals, convention registration fee and reception and banquet tickets. Recipients are expected to attend the convention from the opening meeting, Saturday evening, July 6th, through the Thursday evening banquet, July 11th, and to participate actively in all designated convention activities, including the daily general sessions, special-interest presentations, seminars and workshops.  

Send application documents to Kelly Gasque in the ACB national office, kgasque@acb.org. Deadline for receipt is April 3rd. Don’t be late – apply today! Selected awardees will be notified during the latter part of April. If you have questions regarding the application process and required documentation, contact DKM chair Kenneth Semien Sr., semien.k@att.net. Further details will be shared once your application has been received.

Let’s Walk Toward a 100K Photo Finish

by Donna Brown

Are you ready to start gearing up for the 2019 ACB Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk? “100K Photo Finish” is this year’s Walk theme. The Photo Finish is in line with the overall convention theme of Picture the Future. What does the 100K part represent? Yes, you guessed it! Our goal is to raise at least $100,000 for ACB and its affiliates this year, and with your help, we can do it. 

Thank you to everyone who helped, in any way, make the 2018 Walk a success. We raised more than $93,000. 

Once again, affiliate teams can designate up to 50% of their donation amount to go back to their affiliate. Last year, the Florida Hurricanes raised well over $25,000, which meant their affiliate received over $12,500. That is a nice chunk of change for an affiliate. 

During the leadership meetings in Alexandria, Va., at the end of February, you will be able to sign up teams and register for the Walk. A special treat will be given to each person who registers for the Walk during that time. 

So start thinking about how you can get involved in this year’s Walk, even if you are not coming to Rochester. You have the option of registering as an on-site or virtual walker, and/or making a donation. As a virtual walker, you can do your walking at any time and in any location. 

Stay tuned for information about how to sign up for the Walk. Be creative with your involvement, and help us reach the finish line of $100,000.

ACB’s Audio Description Project Announces the 2019 BADIE Award Winners

The American Council of the Blind is proud to announce the winners of the 2019 BADIE Awards (the Benefits of Audio Description In Education), a “Listening Is Learning” initiative of the Council’s Audio Description Project (ADP) and the Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP).   

The winners of this year’s honors (all young people who are blind) are:

Grand Prize Winner:  John Xander Holstein, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “Snowflake Bentley and Voyage to Mars”

Senior Category (ages 16 to 21):
First Place – Michael Gast, South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Aberdeen, S.D. – Review of “Sister Act 2”

Second Place – Kimberly Drudge, Goochland High School, Goochland, Va. – Review of “America’s Symbols”

Third Place – Alyssa Spillum, North Dakota Vision Services/School for the Blind, Grand Forks, N.D. – Review of “Work Ethic: A Commitment to Work”

Junior Category (ages 11 to 15):

First Place – John Xander Holstein, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “Snowflake Bentley and Voyage to Mars”

Second Place – Edward Freer, North Dakota Vision Services/School for the Blind, Grand Forks, N.D. – Review of “My Brand New Life: Ballet Dancer/Hockey Player”

Sophomore Category (ages 7 to 10):
First Place – Hunter Knotts, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “The Magic School Bus in a Pickle”

Second Place – Wyatt Kuncl, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “The Magic School Bus Cold Feet”

Third Place – Noel Marinaccio, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “The Magic School Bus Works Out”

Alternate Assessment Category *:
First Place – Hayden Miller, West Virginia School for the Blind, Romney, W.Va. – Review of “The Night Before Christmas”

* The Alternate Assessment category refers to students whose participation in their general statewide assessment program (testing in math, science and language arts) is not appropriate, even with accommodations. Academic expectations are written specifically for students with significant cognitive disabilities.

The premise of the BADIE program is simple: kids love movies. If a young person can’t see or can’t see well, audio description provides access to all the visual images of the movies that their sighted peers enjoy. Description benefits children who are blind and others who have learning disabilities, and it has been shown to boost literacy for all children.

The BADIE program asked young people who are blind or have low vision to submit short reviews of any described movie.  

“Audio description uses words that are succinct, vivid, and imaginative to convey the visual image from television, film, DVDs, theater, museums and many other settings,” stated Kim Charlson, president of the American Council of the Blind. “The young people honored with these awards not only appreciate the ability to enjoy films and television right along with their peers — description helps them and their sighted friends develop language skills through exposure to varied word choice, synonyms, metaphors and similes. I love audio description, and wish I’d had access to it when I was growing up!”

Additional information about ACB’s Audio Description Project is available at www.acb.org/adp. More information about the Described and Captioned Media Program may be found at www.dcmp.org.

Auction Time in the Great Northeast Will Be Picture Perfect

Would you rather go over Niagara Falls in a barrel or attend the 2019 ACB Auction? Would you rather get stuck in the wilds of eastern Canada with the bears and other varmints, or attend the 2019 ACB Auction? So why not have some real fun without risking your life — come to the 2019 ACB Picture Perfect Auction!

The auction will be held on Tuesday, July 9 at 7 p.m., during the annual ACB convention in Rochester, N.Y. As always, there will be fun, food and bargains galore, and the proceeds will benefit the American Council of the Blind.

The auction would not be possible without the generosity of affiliates and chapters, individuals and companies willing to donate items for the auction. If you are able to donate, please provide a description of your item to Cindy Van Winkle by June 1, 2019, either by e-mail, cindy.vw@gmail, or by telephone, (360) 689-0827. You can either bring your item to convention or send it to Leslie Spoone by June 15, at 3924 Lake Mirage Blvd., Orlando, FL 32817.

So, avoid the wilderness and have a great time at the July 9 ACB Picture Perfect Auction, with doors opening at 6 p.m. for item preview and the auctioneers beginning to chant at 7.

— Jeff Thom and the 2019 ACB Auction Committee

ACB Angel Memorial Tribute Program

Established in 2014, the ACB Angel Memorial Tribute Program is an exciting opportunity for ACB members and friends to honor their loved ones and guide dogs who have passed on and who played an important role in the American Council of the Blind, its affiliates, and/or its members.

Each ACB Angel memorial tribute includes a permanent, individualized page on the ACB website. The name of your ACB Angel will become the title of your new tribute web page to help people find it easily through major search engines, such as Google. The page will feature a photo and a personalized biography of your loved one. These compelling testimonials will insure that your ACB Angel’s memory will live on within our ACB family long into the future!

In addition, a Wall of Angels is displayed at ACB conferences and conventions. This display consists of a plaque with large print and braille representing each memorialized person or guide dog. Each ACB Angel’s biography is produced in braille and large print, and resides in notebooks on the table where the ACB Angel Wall is displayed. 

Donations begin at $500. If you have any questions, or require further assistance, please contact Tom Tobin, ACB’s director of development, at (202) 559-2045, or via email at ttobin@acb.org. Participate by choosing the Make an ACB Angel Memorial Tribute Gift link, or contact the Minnesota office at 1-800-866-3242 for assistance.

To date, ACB Angels have been established by individuals and affiliates and, in many cases, a combination of both! What a wonderful way to preserve and cherish the memories of those you love and share them with the world! 

To ensure the plaques for the Angel Wall are completed in time for the 2019 national conference and convention in Rochester, N.Y., the cut-off date for new ACB Angels is April 30th.

Passings

We honor here members, friends and supporters of the American Council of the Blind who have impacted our lives in many wonderful ways. If you would like to submit a notice for this column, please include as much of the following information as possible.

Name (first, last, maiden if appropriate)

City of residence (upon passing)

State/province of residence (upon passing)

Other cities/states/countries of residence (places where other blind people may have known this person)

Occupation

Date of death (day if known, month, year)

Age

ACB affiliation (local/state/special-interest affiliates or national committees)

Deaths that occurred more than six months ago cannot be reported in this column.

Sharon Booker

Sharon Booker of Green Valley, Ariz., passed away on Jan. 18, 2019, after a very short illness. She was 83.

Sharon was an active volunteer in her local Paws Patrol, fostering cats and composing weekly kitty write-ups for the newspaper. Sharon was very active in two churches. She was in the church choir and a grief counselor at Evangelical Free Church and the communications secretary at the Seventh Day Adventist Church. She was also very active in the Arizona Council of the Blind.

Edith Carter

Edith Williams Carter of Knoxville, Tenn., passed away Jan. 8, 2019. She was 83.

She was a member of Bethel United Methodist Church. Throughout her life she was involved with United Methodist Women and the American Council of the Blind. In later years she was a volunteer with Volunteer Ministries. She graduated from National Business College. 

Edith was preceded in death by her husband, James O. Carter; parents, Lewis and Estell Williams, brothers, Charlie Williams and Lewis Williams Jr.; sisters, Dorothy Birchett and Ora Underwood. She is survived by her sons, Martin Carter and Andy Carter; grandchildren, William, Amanda and Travis; great-grandson, Tyson; brother, Johnny Williams; sisters, Fae Lowe and Neta Phillips; and several nieces and nephews. Her strength and perseverance were an inspiration to all. 

Services were held Jan. 12 at Weaver’s Chapel. Condolences may be left at www.weaverfuneralservices.com
Edythe “Edie” Huffman

Edythe Lynn Simmons Huffman was born in Indianapolis on March 15, 1951, the eldest child of Mark E. Simmons and Louise Grigsby Simmons. She grew up in Starke County, Ind., where both parents taught in the Knox Community Schools.

She pursued an undergraduate degree at Indiana University where she met her husband, John Huffman, of Lebanon, Ind. While both were living and working in North Carolina, she received her Master of Science in Library Science degree and worked as a librarian in Milwaukee, Wis., Cleveland, Ohio, Minneapolis, Minn., and during two separate periods, at the Indiana State Library. Their son, Marc, was born while they lived in Milwaukee.

Edie was an active member of the National Library Association, and during her second stint at the Indiana State Library, her job brought her into frequent contact with other librarians and library administrators around the state. She made valuable contributions to the quality of public library services throughout Indiana. She retired from the library in 2013, but she continued to keep up contacts with the many friends she had made there while working to improve the quality and organization of archival collections gifted to the library.

Edie had many interests beyond her professional career. She was passionate about books and reading for their own sakes.  She loved crochet and took up knitting in her retirement. Many premature babies benefitted from the little afghans she made, and many friends and relatives received gifts of needlework she created. Two of her afghans are on display here today. She sang in choirs and volunteered much time to other ministries of those churches. She was a member of the ACB of Indiana from 2000 until her passing, and served for several years as secretary of the group. She also served as a leader in local women’s groups, and as treasurer of local chapter 151 of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees. She was an honorary member of the Alumni Association of the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, of which her husband was an active member and officer.

In addition to her parents, Edie is survived by her husband, John; their son, Marc, of Bloomington, Ind.; siblings Julie Graham and husband George of New York; Malcolm Simmons and wife Yvonne of Texas; Joyce Crawford and husband Rick of California; and Donna Araya and husband David of California. Survivors also include nieces, a nephew, a great-nephew, and two great-nieces: Jessica Poole, Allison Crawford, Eric Crawford, Alicia Franks, Holly Simmons, Ethan Franks, Ella Poole, and Katie Poole.

In lieu of flowers, the family requested that friends make donations to St. Luke’s United Methodist Church Chancel Choir at 100 W. 86th St., Indianapolis, IN 46260, the Crochet Guild of Indianapolis, The ACB Angel Wall, or an organization of their choice in Edie’s name.

ACB of Indiana wishes to show its appreciation for Edie by giving her a place on the ACB Angel Wall. If you are inclined to donate in Edie’s memory, please consider any amount for this cause. You may send your donation, made out to ACB, with Edie Huffman Angel in the memo line, to ACB, 6300 Shingle Creek Pkwy., Suite 195, Brooklyn Center, MN 55430.

Mary Katherine Jones
On Nov. 14, 2018, less than six weeks from her 90th birthday, Mary Katherine Jones of Greensboro, N.C., left us with enduring memories and a legacy of service to the blind and visually impaired. For the past two decades she endeavored to fulfill the commitment of her late husband, Brady, one of the founding members of the North Carolina Council of the Blind. She was a fixture at ACB’s national convention until health issues affected her ability to travel. She never passed up an opportunity to encourage and mentor new council members and to remind us of our roots in ACB and the blindness movement.

Mary Katherine was a mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great-grandmother who was devoted to her family and church. In many respects she represented the last living link to the origins of the NCCB. She was an unabashed fan of former ACB president Paul Edwards.  Her friendly greetings, warm smiles and words of encouragement will be missed.

Paying It Forward

by Kenneth Semien Sr.

The DKM Gift Card Fundraiser offers returns as you support the DKM First-Timers Program. It’s a great way to assist in broadening awareness of the huge impact made by our founding father, Durward K. McDaniel. His unwavering commitment and perseverance have created a path for individuals who are blind or visually impaired to learn of his lasting legacy, extending nearly 6 decades. Each year, DKM First-Timers follow in his footsteps as they serve on the local, state and national levels. Partner with us as we take steps to generate funds and lasting memories.

A donation of $5 gets your name in the appreciation drawing one time; however, for each $10 donation, you receive a bonus entry. For example, $10, 3 entries; $20, 6 entries; $30, 9 entries. Those donating $100 or more will be honored as Elite DKM Partners during the DKM First-Timers Reception. The reception will be held on Wednesday, July 10th from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Your name and contact information serve as your ticket. You don’t have to be present to win. Winners not in attendance will be notified after the reception; you can choose to receive your gift card(s) by mail or authorize someone else to accept on your behalf. 

Gift cards/gift certificates that you can take home with you in July include, but are not limited to the following: ACB Mini Mall gift certificates, Amazon, MasterCard, Visa, Target Stores, Home Depot, Walmart, Dunkin’ Donuts, Starbucks, and other restaurants and department stores. 

Make your donations to any member of the DKM First-Timers Committee prior to and during the convention in Rochester. The ACB Mini Mall is another place to obtain entries. Reach the ACB Mini Mall from home by dialing 1-877-630-7190. Join us as we greet the 2019 DKM First-Timers. Be sure to add us into your convention pre-registration plans. Your presence will make all the difference! Contact DKM chair Kenneth Semien Sr. by sending email to semien.k@att.net, or dial (409) 866-5838. You can also send a text message to (409) 201-3040.
Holiday Auction a Huge Success, Thanks to You

by Carla Ruschival

The seventh annual Holiday Auction was a huge success! For the first time, the auction was held on a Zoom Meeting conference line rather than at the iHeartRadio studio. Callers could listen and bid on just one item or on several items; they could remain on the line for a few minutes or for the entire auction. They could hang up and call back as they wished. No more dialing and re-dialing after every bid; no more busy signals; no more relaying bids from the phones to the on-air team. Just live bidding on every item on ACB Radio!

Auction pre-registration opened on Nov. 20, and nearly 150 people had signed up to bid by the time we went on the air. At 7 p.m. Eastern on Sunday, Dec. 2, everything was in place at the Radio Storm studios in Louisville, Ky. Paula Wiese was at the computer, ready to coordinate the callers; Patti Cox was taking registrations and poised to record every bid; Michael McCarty was at the Radio Storm controls, and he and Carla Ruschival were at the microphones; Angie McCarty was accepting last-minute registrations and keeping us all well-fed with delicious food. Larry Turnbull was at the ACB Radio controls in Springfield, Ill. People were listening on the Internet, on their phones and iPads and Amazon Echos, and on the Zoom conference line. Dan Spoone, ACB first vice president, was on the air, welcoming everyone to the big event. It was time to let the bidding begin!

Nearly eight hours later the bidding was over; all 77 items were sold. We had set a new on-air record of $14,005 for ACB Radio.

Both donors and bidders make an auction successful. A huge thanks to our generous 2018 donors: ACB Families; ACB of Indiana; ACB Lions; ACB of New York; ACB Students; ACB of Minnesota; Anthony Akamine and Terri-Lynn Higashi; Tricia Anderson; Bay State Council of the Blind; Margarine Beaman; Keri Bishop; Blind Mice Mega Mall and Cooking in the Dark Radio Show; Eliana Bryant; Buddy Gray Music Center; Brian Charlson; Kim Charlson; Ann Chiappetta; Connecticut Council of the Blind; Council of Citizens with Low Vision International (CCLVI); Patti and David Cox; D.C. Council of the Blind; Janet Dickelman; Florida Council of the Blind; David and Shauna Franklin; Greater Louisville Council of the Blind; Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI); Mike Hartwig; Hawaii Association of the Blind; Samantha Hubbard; Illinois Council of the Blind; Connie Jacomini; Kentucky Council of the Blind; Library Users of America (LUA); Michigan Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired; Microsoft Office Accessibility Team; Adele Moller; Regal Entertainment Group; Carla Ruschival; Bill Sparks; Dan and Leslie Spoone; Springfield District Association of the Blind; Emily Starr; Shirley Stivers; and Brenda Williams.

Many, many generous people from across the United States bid throughout the evening. The winning bidders in the 2018 auction were: Bob Acosta, Ruth Ann Acosta, Anthony Akamine, William Baessler, Steve Bauer, Donna Brown, Melanie Brunson, Ray Campbell, Berl Colley, Denise Colley, Natalie Couch, Patti Cox, Debbie Deatherage, Andrea DeKlotz, Chris Devin, Janet Dickelman, Margie Donovan, Jason Eien, Cari Ford, Katie Frederick, Peggy Garrett, Mary Haroyan, Nona Haroyan, Gena Harper, Mary Haupt, Steve Heesen, Connie Jacomini, Deb Cook Lewis, Rick Lewis, Kay Malmquist, Jean Mann, Adele Moller, Merisa Musemic, Jill Noble, Mark Richert, Shirley Roberts, Richard Rueda, Adam Ruschival, Rachel Schroeder, Karen Shrawder, Tammie Snyder, Dan Spoone, Claire Stanley, Leslie Thom.

As Holiday Auction Committee chair, I thank everyone who worked so hard to make this auction a success: committee members Brian Charlson, Keri Bishop, Patti Cox, Michael McCarty, Larry Turnbull, and Paula Wiese for their help and support; ACB Minneapolis staff Nicole Beito and Nancy Christine Feela; Larry Turnbull, ACB Radio managing director, for help and support with the auction web pages, Zoom line and ACB Radio; Michael and Angie McCarty for hosting the auction in the studios of The Radio Storm; and the Kentucky-based broadcast team and Larry Turnbull who handled nearly 10 hours of pre-registration, on-air, and back-up support.

The ACB Radio Holiday Auction Committee is looking forward to the 2019 extravaganza, and we hope you are, too.

Affiliate News

Last Call for Low Vision Scholarships

Time waits for no one, or so it is said. Scholarship hopefuls should heed this timely admonition as the deadline for CCLVI’s Scheigert scholarships for low-vision students approaches. The acceptance window for applications and all supporting documentation closes at 11:59 p.m. Eastern time, March 15.  

The Scheigert program provides three scholarships of $3,000 each to an incoming freshman, an undergraduate and a graduate student. Eligible applicants must submit evidence of academic achievement and community involvement. Details may be found on CCLVI’s website, www.cclvi.org, under the link Scheigert Scholarship. The Guidelines and Expense Reimbursement Policy set forth the requirements for submitting an acceptable application, establishing one’s eligibility for the scholarship and the financial support available to recipients.

Low-vision students are invited to compete for these grants and the opportunity to attend the 2019 ACB national conference and convention in Rochester, N.Y., July 5-11, as guests of CCLVI. Interaction with ACB and CCLVI members, exposure to the latest assistive technology, and hearing from national speakers on a variety of important topics are among the highlights of the conference and convention experience.  

Time will not wait. Once the window closes, applications will be reviewed and evaluated by the scholarship subcommittees, finalists selected, and telephone interviews scheduled. In the short time that remains, refer any questions to CCLVI at 1-844-460-0625.

ACBDA Fun(d) Raiser

ACB Diabetics in Action is holding a 50-50 raffle. Tickets are one for $5, or 5 for $20. If you would like some for yourself, or want to take a few and sell them, that would be fine. The winning ticket will be drawn during ACBDA’s luncheon at the ACB convention in Rochester, N.Y. You do not need to be present to win.

We are also selling fidget spinners in many different colors for $7 each. They help you reduce stress and keep your fingers spinning; they also help relieve boredom.

If you have any questions, contact Danette Dixon at (425) 238-4560, or via email, Danettedixon63@gmail.com.

ACBRA Seeks New Members

The ACB Radio Amateurs affiliate is always looking for new members who may be interested in joining our affiliate. You do not have to be a licensed radio amateur or ham to join; all you need to have is an interest in amateur radio.  

We will meet on Wednesday, July 10th from 1:15 to 2:30 p.m. See the convention program for the room location. This year we hope to discuss and vote on a newly revised constitution. Other program details are still being finalized.

If you know of someone who’s interested in amateur radio, or a licensed ham who would be interested, please pass this information along to them. Dues are $10 per year. Make checks payable to ACBRA, and mail them, along with the following information, to the address at the end of this message: your name, address, phone number, email address, call sign, license class, do you wish to be added to the ACBRA email reflector, preferred format for “The ACB Braille Forum” (braille, large print, digital cartridge, email), and whether you are fully sighted or blind/visually impaired. 

Mail this information, along with dues of $10, to Mike Duke, K5XU, 5127 Parkway Dr., Jackson, MS 39211. Your name and address information may also be sent via email to k5xu@comcast.net. If sending the information via email, please use ACBRA member as the subject line.

Save the Date for the Georgia Convention!

The GCB 2019 conference and convention committee has been very busy planning the upcoming convention. This year’s theme is “Courage to Empower Your Dreams.” It will be held May 2-4, 2019 at the Days Inn in Madison. Room rates are $63 per night plus tax. To reserve your room, call the hotel at (706) 342-2121. Tell them you are with the Georgia Council of the Blind. 

There will be exciting and educational events each day of the convention. On Saturday, May 4, from 12:45-5 p.m., we will hold a children’s carnival as well as activities for the youth. We plan to invite teachers of the visually impaired, blind and visually impaired children and youth, and their parents to attend. There will be games and prizes and a bouncy castle. Lunch will be provided. 

Meetings will be held at the Philadelphia Baptist Church in Rutledge, Ga. Transportation will be provided to and from the hotel if you do not have a driver with you. For more information, contact Betsy Grenevitch at (678) 862-3876, or send email to blindangel61@gmail.com. Registration will soon be posted at georgiacounciloftheblind.org.

Using Fundraising as a Membership Tool

by Ardis Bazyn
On our last focus call, we discussed how fundraising events could be used to get or retain membership. Why not try some of the following?

· Have a booth at county or state fairs or low-vision fairs.

· Hold a live auction and raffle and sell chances to win baskets with donations from Avon, Bath and Body Works, Bed, Bath, and Beyond, painting with braille design, or Loving Touch by Kathy Keck. Some states require a gambling license.

· Hold hot dog sales at local grocery stores. The stores may give you a discount on the products, but you may need a food permit, gloves, and hairnets. Some businesses require liability insurance. 

· Buy snacks like granola bars for members to sell at various events. Candy sales, especially See’s, when getting a discount, are popular.

· Celebrity events draw more people — comedian, bands, speakers, or TV or radio personalities. Other fundraisers are held at local comedy clubs, with the club giving a certain percentage to the organization. Tommy T performed in California; an auction followed. 

· Dining in the Dark events draw outsiders. In California, well-known blind chef Christine Ha was invited. They often include a live and silent auction. Spaghetti in the Dark is another option. Before wearing blindfolds, participants check where tableware and glasses are. Your group can choose to eat salads and desserts without blindfolds. An option is to have visually impaired people serving the food.

· Hold bake sales with such treats as cookies, cupcakes, muffins, etc.

· Organize a braille puzzle word party with empowering messages where people work together at a table, with one blind person at each table. 

· Ask youth to get involved.

· Work at rest areas serving coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and cookies. Members share materials about the chapter or affiliate.

· On White Cane Safety Day, team with your state/local agency to hold a low-vision fair. You can also team with a diabetes organization.

· Join the Braille Revival League and set up a table with braille demo at fundraising, outreach, and service groups, Lions, and bus transportation companies.

· Join service projects.

· Hold a low-vision expo at a church for White Cane Day.

· Encourage mainstreamed youth to get involved in chapter activities.

· Plan restaurant fundraisers and spirit nights where chapters can earn 20 to 30 percent of food receipts. 

· Sell bracelets or T-shirts with braille on them.

· Invite rock and roll band and invite friends.

· CCLVI is using its web link to sell items with its logo on them.

· Have a walk-a-thon or parade of guide dogs. 

· Sell tickets or soda at beep baseball games. 

· Send convention flyers to talking book libraries or orientation training.

· Partner with state rehab to hold an employment seminar.

· Reach out to special-interest affiliates. 

· Disseminate braille and large print business cards or flyers. Place imprint of braille on the business cards.

· Use signature guides as business cards.

· Use ACB Radio to get the word out about your chapter.

· Prepare radio spots.

· Have a barbecue or chili cook-off with an entry fee. Ask a public figure or celebrity to judge the event. Share the recipes used.

· Request sponsorships and advertising for such events.

· Offer wine and cheese tasting events.

Mini Mall Mini-Reminders

by Carla Ruschival

CATALOGS: The Mini Mall catalog is included on the NLS cartridge with the March “ACB Braille Forum.” It is also available by phone by calling (605) 475-8154 and pressing 4 from the menu, and can be requested in braille and large print by calling 1-877-630-7190.

PICTURE THE FUTURE - NEW ACB 2019 MERCHANDISE: The theme for the 2019 ACB conference and convention is “ACB Picture the Future.” The official image shows Rochester, N.Y.’s hidden waterfall and skyline at sunrise, with beautiful colors reflecting from the buildings and the spray of the water.

Picture the Future mugs, steins, shot glasses, magnets, computer messenger bags and keepsake boxes, as well as many new products displaying the image, are already available, both online and by phone order.

MINI MALL NEWS: The Mini Mall announces new products and special promotions on our mall email list and on the ACB-L and Leadership email lists. Ask your chapter or affiliate leaders to include these announcements in your chapter meetings and on your state and local email lists, Facebook pages, etc. Subscribe to the mall list by sending a blank message to mall-subscribe@acblists.org.

CONTACT THE MINI MALL: The Mini Mall accepts all major credit cards. Browse the Mini Mall online at mall.acb.org, or send email to the Mini Mall at mall@acb.org. Place orders by phone by calling 1-877-630-7190 between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Eastern time (6 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pacific).  

All purchases from the Mini Mall support the good work of the American Council of the Blind.

Here and There

edited by Sharon Strzalkowski

The announcement of products and services in this column does not represent an endorsement by the American Council of the Blind, its officers, or staff. Listings are free of charge for the benefit of our readers. “The ACB Braille Forum” cannot be held responsible for the reliability of the products and services mentioned. To submit items for this column, send a message to slovering@acb.org, or phone the national office at 1-800-424-8666, and leave a message in Sharon Lovering’s mailbox. Information must be received at least two months ahead of publication date.

NYSSB Alumni Reunion Announcement

The Alumni Association of the New York State School for the Blind will hold its annual reunion the weekend of Thursday, May 30, through Sunday, June 2 at the Quality Inn & Suites in Batavia, N.Y. Room rates are $87 per night for a room and $107 per night for a suite.

Activities during the weekend will start with a pizza party at the school with the students on Thursday evening, and end with a memorial service and brunch on Sunday morning. In between there will be Bingo and Jeopardy, with prizes for the winners; a technology session; our annual business meeting; an auction; our banquet, and more. There will also be plenty of time to socialize with friends old and new.

For further information, contact Chet Smalley by phone at (814) 566-6332, or email him at cewjw1903@gmail.com.

BANA Elects 2019 Officers

The Braille Authority of North America (BANA) held its fall 2018 meeting Nov. 1-3 at the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind in Salt Lake City, Utah. The meeting was hosted by the American Council of the Blind.

The board reviewed reports from its committees and acted on their recommendations. Portions of the meetings were dedicated to further development of BANA’s strategic planning and implementation.

Cynthia Skandera, Horizons for the Blind representative, is BANA’s newest board member. The board’s officers for 2019 are:

Chair: Jennifer Dunnam (National Federation of the Blind);
Vice-chair: Tamara Rorie (National Library Service);
Secretary: Dawn Gross (Alternate Text Production Center of the California Community Colleges);
Treasurer: Jessica Rivera (Associated Services for the Blind).


Frances Mary D’Andrea serves as BANA’s immediate past chair.

Optical Industry Pioneer Awarded

EYOTO™, the high-tech developer and manufacturer of ophthalmic measurement solutions, recently announced that Director Dean Butler was awarded the Procter & Gamble McElroy Award for 2019. The award panel described Dean as a visionary leader and recognized the pioneering changes he brought to the U.S. retail eyewear market. 

Dean Butler is the founder of LensCrafters in the USA in 1983, followed by Vision Express in Europe in 1998.  Dean’s early career was with Procter & Gamble in various marketing and advertising roles, during which he worked on the Ivory, Folger and Cheer brands.

New from NBP

Now available from National Braille Press is “Getting Started with Google Suite: A Brief Overview of Google’s Most Popular Productivity Apps,” by Lisa Salinger, Kim Loftis, and Chris Grabowski. It is available in braille, BRF, DAISY and Word. Learn how to use some of the most popular Google apps for the home and office, such as Gmail, Chrome, Drive, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Hangouts, and Calendar on a PC, with notes about Mac and mobile devices, too. The appendices summarize key commands and list the websites mentioned throughout the book.

Also available is “iOS 12 Without the Eye” by Jonathan Mosen. It’s available in braille, BRF, DAISY, and Word. This book is a clearly written, well-structured guide to what’s new in iOS 12, written specifically with blind people and assistive technology instructors of the blind in mind. It will get you up to speed in a plain language, easy-to-skim guide.

Over in the adult section is “Diabetes: 68 Delicious Recipes for the Whole Family.” It’s available in contracted UEB and as a BRF. Registered dietician Peggy Woodward has hand-picked these fresh and easy recipes for breakfast, lunch, dinner and dessert. Each recipe includes the nutrition and diabetic exchange information with it.

Tired of the smells of store-bought cleansers? Take a look at “DIY Natural Household Cleaners” by Matt and Betsy Jabs. It’s available in braille (one volume) or in BRF. This book will show you how to make your own homemade cleaning products. It includes more than 60 recipes for homemade laundry detergent, floor cleaner, air freshener, and kitchen/bathroom disinfectant. 

For more information, contact National Braille Press at 1-800-548-7323, or visit www.nbp.org/ic/nbp/publications/index.html.

Visitphilly.com Launches Accessibility Page

Planning a visit to the nation’s first capital, a hub of U.S. history, arts, culture, food and hospitality, just got easier for travelers with disabilities. In order to serve the one in eight people in the U.S. with one or more disabilities, VISIT PHILADELPHIA® has launched a new accessibility page, visitphilly.com/accessibility. With help from Art-Reach, a Philadelphia-based organization that creates, advocates and expands accessible opportunities to a full spectrum of society, VISIT PHILADELPHIA created a page that points users to the region’s top resources for getting around — and getting the best out of — the city and region.

Creating a More Accessible Instagram

To read this article online, visit https://instagram-press.com/blog/2018/11/28/creating-a-more-accessible-instagram/.

Instagram has introduced some new improvements to make it easier for people with visual impairments to use Instagram. One is automatic alternative text, so you can hear descriptions of photos through your screen reader when you use Feed, Explore and Profile. This feature uses object recognition technology to generate a description of photos for screen readers. Also new is custom alternative text; it will allow you to add a richer description of your photos when you upload a photo. For more information, check out the Instagram Help Center at https://help.instagram.com/503708446705527.

High Tech Swap Shop

For Sale:

Smart Reader by Enhanced Vision. About two years old; barely used. Comes with carrying case and all cables. Asking $750 or best offer. Contact Larry Ketchem at ketch1969@gmail.com, or via phone, (406) 633-4036 (Mountain time).

For Sale:

Vario Ultra braille display. Used only twice. In excellent condition. Asking $1,500. iRead Now OCR software with document camera. In excellent condition. Asking $500. J-Shipper talking postal scale in excellent condition. Asking $75. Braille crossword puzzle board; the board is 13 cells by 13, with braille letters and 2 crossword puzzle books. Gently used. Asking $25. If interested in any of these items, contact Connie David via email, connie@conniedavid.com, or call her at (612) 695-6991.

Looking For:
HumanWare BrailleNote Apex battery in any condition. Contact Carol Osmar via email, osmarc@sbcglobal.net, or by phone, (727) 623-9535.

ACB Officers

President

Kim Charlson (3rd term, 2019)

57 Grandview Ave.

Watertown, MA 02472

First Vice President

Dan Spoone (1st term, 2019)

3924 Lake Mirage Blvd.

Orlando, FL 32817-1554

Second Vice President

John McCann (2nd term, 2019)

8761 E. Placita Bolivar

Tucson, AZ 85715-5650

Secretary

Ray Campbell (3rd term, 2019)

460 Raintree Ct. #3K

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Treasurer

David Trott (1st term, 2019)

1018 East St. S.

Talladega, AL 35160

Immediate Past President

Mitch Pomerantz

1115 Cordova St. #402

Pasadena, CA 91106

ACB Board of Directors

Jeff Bishop, Kirkland, WA (1st term, 2020)

Denise Colley, Lacey, WA (1st term, 2020)

Sara Conrad, Madison, WI (2nd term, 2020)

Dan Dillon, Hermitage, TN (1st term, 2020)

Katie Frederick, Worthington, OH (2nd term, 2022)

James Kracht, Miami, FL (1st term, 2022)

Doug Powell, Falls Church, VA (1st term, 2020)

Patrick Sheehan, Silver Spring, MD (2nd term, 2022)

Michael Talley, Hueytown, AL (1st term, 2022)

Jeff Thom, Sacramento, CA (1st term, 2022)

Ex Officio: Debbie Lewis, Seattle, WA

ACB Board of Publications

Ron Brooks, Chair, Phoenix, AZ (3rd term, 2019)

Paul Edwards, Miami, FL (2nd term, 2020)

Susan Glass, Saratoga, CA (2nd term, 2019)

Debbie Lewis, Seattle, WA (2nd term, 2020)

Penny Reeder, Montgomery Village, MD (1st term, 2020)

Ex Officios: 

Katie Frederick, Worthington, OH

Bob Hachey, Waltham, MA

Berl Colley, Lacey, WA

Accessing Your ACB Braille and E-Forums

The ACB E-Forum may be accessed by email, on the ACB web site, via download from the web page (in Word, plain text, or braille-ready file), or by phone at (605) 475-8154. To subscribe to the email version, visit the ACB email lists page at www.acb.org.

The ACB Braille Forum is available by mail in braille, large print, digital cartridge, and via email. It is also available on ACB’s web page, and by phone, (605) 475-8154.

Subscribe to the podcast versions from your 2nd generation Victor Reader Stream or from http://acb.org/braille-forum.

