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September 9, 2026

The Hon. Carol Miller
465 Cannon House Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Miller:

On behalf of the American Council of the Blind (ACB), we are writing to thank you for your extraordinary leadership in seeking much-needed relief for Americans with disabilities. For too long, disabled Americans have been unable to access Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits when they need them most, even though they have paid into the SSDI program all their working lives. This problem arises from procedural obstacles that today unfairly delay workers’ insurance, medical treatment, and return to work.

As is well known, SSDI is not a benefits program. Instead, it is a funded insurance program that is supported by workers’ paycheck deductions. SSDI is only available to those who have contributed enough into it and is limited by how long one has worked. In return, SSDI ensures that if eligible workers ever become disabled, they will be able to access the insurance they need.

Despite this thoughtful design, hundreds of thousands of American workers who have paid into SSDI are unable to access the benefits they need. Specifically, disabled workers are being denied their insurance for the first five months after becoming eligible due to an exclusion period that is fundamentally unfair. According to the Government Accountability Office (GAO), more than 100,000 American workers have died while awaiting a decision on their SSDI eligibility, a process that can often take 18 months. In addition, an estimated 50,000 workers have been forced to file for bankruptcy while they waited for SSDI coverage.

For these reasons, your bipartisan introduction of H.R. 10193, The We Can’t Wait Act, is a vital solution to this serious problem. By giving disabled claimants the choice to begin receiving benefits immediately after approval in exchange for a modest reduction in their monthly benefit amount, this important measure honors the dignity of people with disabilities while responsibly maintaining the actuarial balance of the SSDI Trust Fund.

For these reasons, we applaud you for advancing this important legislation. The We Can’t Wait Act provides a crucial option to Americans who simply cannot wait five months for the benefits that they have worked for and desperately need. We are honored to endorse this essential legislation and pledge to tirelessly work for its passage.

Thank you.
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